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Welcome to St. Thomas!
If you are a guest or visitor, we hope that you will feel warmly greeted and 
enthusiastically welcomed. If you need any kind of assistance, including a hearing-
assistance device, please ask the Greeter at the door. 

We provide coloring materials at the back of the church as well as stuffed animals. 
We also have copies of The Sunday Paper and The Sunday Paper Junior to help 
children and their adults understand the day’s scripture. 

Restrooms are located through the back door of the church and in the parish hall.

We encourage you to join us in the liturgy as participation will make your visit 
much more enjoyable.

Please help us to provide you with more information by filling out one of the cards 
at the back of the church. You can give the card to a Greeter, the clergy, or drop it 
in the offering plate; we can send you a Welcome Packet in the mail and contact 
you by email. 

If you have a need or would like to speak with the clergy, please speak to either the 
Greeter or the clergy. Our clergy are always happy to meet with you to talk about 
St. Thomas and your own spiritual journey. Whether this is your first Sunday or 
you have been a member for years, you may contact the Parish Office at 508-824-
9595 or at StThomasEpiscopalChurch@comcast.net.

All baptized Christians, including children, are welcome to receive Communion. If 
you wish a blessing for yourself or your child, just cross your arms at the rail.  

We are glad you are here and hope you will feel warmly welcomed!

The Holy Eucharist 
April 10, 2022 

10:00 am

Sunday of the Passion:  
Palm Sunday



2

The Word of the Lord
Opening Acclamation
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People His mercy endures for ever.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter 
with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us 
life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Luke 19:29-40     All stand and turn to face the gospel.

After telling a parable to the crowd at Jericho, Jesus went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called 
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just 
say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent departed and found it as he 
had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are 
you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; 
and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, 
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the 
path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to 
praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 
saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, 
and glory in the highest heaven!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 
“Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, 
the stones would shout out.”
The Celebrant then says the following blessing

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered 
the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by 
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those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these 
branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his 
name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever. Amen.
The following or some other suitable anthem may then be sung or said

Celebrant  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
People  Hosanna in the highest.

The Procession
Deacon Let us go forth in peace.
People In the name of Christ. Amen.
During the procession, all hold branches in their hands. 

Hymn     Sung by all.
All glory, laud, and honor The Hymnal 1982 #154
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At a suitable place, the procession may halt while the following or some other appropriate Collect 
is said

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, 
walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please be seated. 

The First Reading      Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and 
my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult 
and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore 
I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who 
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who 
are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who 
will declare me guilty?

Leader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29    Said responsively. 
1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever.
2  Let Israel now proclaim, * 

“His mercy endures for ever.”
19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord.

20  “This is the gate of the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter.”

21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation.

22  The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone.
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23  This is the Lord’s doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24  On this day the Lord has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

25  Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! * 
Lord, send us now success.

26  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 
we bless you from the house of the Lord.

27  God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * 
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.

28  “You are my God, and I will thank you; * 
you are my God, and I will exalt you.”

29  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever.

The Second Reading Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death-- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation     

Go to dark Gethsemane The Hymnal 1982 #171

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke Luke 23:1-49 

The assembly of the elders of the people rose as a body and brought Jesus before 
Pilate. They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, 
forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, 
a king.” Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You 
say so.” Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an 
accusation against this man.” But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the 
people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this 
place.”

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he 
learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was 
himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he 
had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and 
was hoping to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but 
Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 
accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked 
him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same 
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day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been 
enemies.

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to 
them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I 
have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of 
your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, 
he has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and release 
him.”

Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for 
us!” (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had 
taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed 
them again; but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said 
to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the 
sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” But they 
kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their 
voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. 
He released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for 
insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished.

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from 
the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 
A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who 
were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, 
and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ Then they will 
begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do 
this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 
The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, 
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself !” There was also an inscription over 
him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
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One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are 
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do 
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And 
we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise.”

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend 
my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had 
taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” And when 
all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, 
they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the 
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these 
things.
The congregation now sits for a time of silent reflection on the Passion and Death of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The Homily The Reverend Joseph Mumita

Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
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Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who placed your word on our lips and in our 
heart. Hear our prayers for all peoples. Receive sons and daughters into your 
family, wash them in the waters of new life, and feed them with your bread and 
wine; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Peace     All stand. 

Deacon The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Morning Announcements

The Holy Communion
The Celebrant says

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God.     Ephesians

The Offertory
In addition to our offertory plate in the back of the church, today we have an additional plate 
up front for the Ukraine Crisis Response Fund of Episcopal Relief & Development. If you’d like to 
write a check, please make it out to “St. Thomas” with “Ukraine” in the memo line. Please bring 
up your offering while the choir sings the anthem.

Offertory Anthem     Sung by the choir.
Ride on, King Jesus 

Doxology     Sung by all, standing.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Amen.
The people remain standing.
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Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through  Jesus Christ our 
Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole 
world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who put their trust in him.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:

Sanctus The Hymnal 1982 #S-130
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The people kneel. The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and 
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out 
his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People and Celebrant

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer 
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 
the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever.  Amen.

The Celebrant then continues

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
      hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
      as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread     A period of silence is kept.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited to the altar to receive 
communion. You may kneel or stand at the Altar Rail. The bread is received in the open palm, 
right hand over left. The wine, if desired, may be taken as an individual cup. If you do not wish 
to receive Communion, but would like a blessing, come forward to the Altar Rail and cross your 
arms over your chest.  
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Communion Hymns     

Jesus the Lord
Jesus. Jesus. Let all creation bend the knee to the Lord.
In Him we live, we move and have our being
In Him the Christ, in Him the King! Jesus, the Lord.
Jesus. Jesus. Let all creation bend the knee to the Lord.
Though Son, He did not cling to godliness
but emptied Himself, became a slave! Jesus, the Lord.
Jesus. Jesus. Let all creation bend the knee to the Lord.
He lived obediently His Father’s will
accepting His death, death on a tree! Jesus, the Lord.
Jesus. Jesus. Let all creation bend the knee to the Lord.

Jesus, Remember Me
Jesus, remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.....(repeat)

Postcommunion Prayer     After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us  
as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing     The Celebrant says the blessing. The people respond Amen.
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Recessional Hymn     Sung by all.
There is a green hill far away The Hymnal 1982 #167

Dismissal
Deacon  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Please come to Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall.

Participants
The Rev. Joseph Mumita, Celebrant and Preacher • The Rev. Virgilio Fortuna, Deacon  

Ed Seaholm, Music Director • Louis Raposa, Guitarist

Prayers
In the Parish Cycle of Prayer, each week we pray for five households so we reach out in 
prayer to all our members on a regular basis. This week we pray for the Iwunze; Jackson; 
Jane; Kimani (Samuel and Annemarie); and Kimani (William) families. Grant that every 
member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you.
Prayers for the Homebound and Ill: Jess Hopkins, Martha Pickett, Annemarie Matulis, 
Edna Michaels, Chuck Vanderhoof, Paul Yagman, Esther Wilbur, Mark M., Cindy Quinn, 
Jim Medeiros, Carole Silvia, Virginia Ames, Joe Andrade, Frank Capron, Janice Crepeau, 
Ken LeGrice, Judy Lincoln, Jay Medeiros, Julie Moore, Wayne Perkins, Louie Raposa, 
Carol Russell, Sherry, Sandy Trauterman, Jacqui White.
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Prayers for those who serve in the Armed Forces and Overseas: Nicholas Ceriani, 
Megan Drewniak, Adam Dyke, William Marsh IV, Donald Souza, Noel Souza, Ryan 
Vohnoutka, Christopher French, Scott Larson, and Jay Devenger.
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer this week we pray for the Parishes of the Charles 
River Deanery: Trinity Church, Newton Centre; Parish of the Good Shepherd, Waban 
(Newton); St. Andrew’s Church, Wellesley; Life Together Diocesan Intern Program; 
Diocesan Library and Archives Board.
Memorial flowers are given in memory of James, Beatrice Ann & Sheldon Taylor; James 
Santry by Arthur Tutton; Joseph Warner; and Carol Litchfield Oliveira by Bob Belenger.

Announcements
Easter

UPDATED Holy Week and Easter Services: Maundy Thursday (April 14) at 7:00 pm; 
Good Friday (April 15) at 7:00 pm; Easter Sunday (April 17) at 10:00 am.

Worship
8:00 am Service: We will resume the 8:00 am worship service after Easter Sunday.  

Fundraisers
Savers Collection: From now through April 27, we’re collecting clothing, household 
goods, and books to bring to Savers. Savers pays us based on the amount we collect; 
our goal is 195 large bags so we receive $700. 
St. Thomas Wear: Short-Sleeve T-Shirts ($15); Long-Sleeve T-Shirts ($20); Men’s & 
Women’s Polo Shirts ($35); 1/4 Zip Sweatshirt or Hooded Sweatshirt ($40). Available 
in adult sizes S, M, L, XL, and 2XL. Pay with cash or a check payable to St. Thomas. See 
Paul Boudreau with questions or to purchase. 

Parish Retreat
Please join the Parish Retreat on May 20-22 at Miramar Retreat Center in Duxbury. 
Our theme is The Way of Love. Cost is $235 per person for a double room or $330 for 
a single room, and all meals are included. See Paul Boudreau to register or for more 
information. Register by May 1. 

Barbara C. Harris Camp and Center
Summer Camps are back this year! Weekend Family Camps and week-long Youth 
Camps will be offered at the Barbara C. Harris Camp in New Hampshire. See Friday’s 
Happenings email for details. Let Fr. Joseph or Kristina in the office know if you’re 
interested.

Communications
It takes only a minute to scan the headlines of Friday’s Happenings email. This is the 
main way we’re able to share information, so if you don’t receive it, please see, call 
(508-824-9595), or email (stthomasepiscopalchurch@comcast.net) Kristina. 
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Parish Office
Parish Directory: If you find an error in your information or would like to add a 
second phone number or email, please let the office know. We’ll compile and share a 
list of changes so each person can make updates in their home copy.
Office Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm. Call 508-824-9595 or 
email StThomasEpiscopalChurch@comcast.net
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