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“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 

many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perse-

verance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and 

complete, not lacking. If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who 

gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him” 

James 1:2-5.  

Whenever we go through trials and temptations, we should always know 

that they come with both a purpose and a reward. God’s ultimate purpose for 

us is to grow more and more into the image of His son, our savior, Jesus 

Christ. This explanation helps us to understand why we must rejoice when 

we pass through trials. Resisting temptations and enduring trials is a re-

quirement for faith and results in spiritual growth. Having this understand-

ing prepares us to face the obstacles and challenges we are currently facing 

in our world. Whenever our faith is tested, perseverance develops. 

James reminds us that “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under tri-

al, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God 

has promised to those who Love Him” (James 1:2). 

Let us therefore, seek the Lord continually, rejoicing in Him! Pray for 

strength and for God to help you persevere through whatever you may be 

facing in your life at this point. As we ponder about this hope-giving scrip-

ture, I’d like to take this opportunity, first and foremost, to express my deep 

gratitude for the support each and every one of you has given towards this 

ministry. It is your generous support that has enabled us to carry out our 

mission as a parish. I am grateful to God for all of you who show up every 

Sunday for worship and fellowship. As the scripture tells us in Hebrews 

10:24-25, “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 

works; not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 

some is; but exhorting one another; and so much more, as you see the day 

approaching.” In that spirit of fellowship, most of you have shared your tal-

ents and gifts by taking part in our worship by reading the lessons for the 

day, setting and cleaning the altar table, contributing to our music ministry, 

and serving during coffee hour. Let us not forget the broadcasting team lead 

by Christina, Daniel, and Kristina — enabling those who cannot attend our 

in-person worship to connect with us every Sunday. 

Join me also to appreciate all the leaders of various committees, as high-

lighted on the last page of our monthly Grapevine newsletter, for their com-

mitment and consistency — ensuring that all our fundraisers and other 

church programs are a success. Among the monthly fundraising we did last 

year, a few of the most successful events include Lobster Roll Day, our yard 

sale, and the Fall Festival. Additionally, I’d like to extend many thanks to all 

who contribute to worship preparation, as well as Continued on Page 2 
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those who assist me with leading the worship — our organist, 

Edward Seaholm, our guitarist/soloist, Louis Raposa, our Al-

tar Guild led by Sandi Mongiovi, the acolytes Calvinne, Jordan, and Joan, and our 

verger, John Blake. Thanks to our sexton, Paul Boudreau, and assistant adminis-

trator, Kristina DeFrancesco. 

I am grateful as well to our able vestry which has worked tirelessly throughout this 

last year to make and execute on decisions pertaining to the day-to-day administra-

tion of the parish ministry. This includes vestry officials — Christina Latour and 

Bob Feltmate our senior and junior wardens, the vestry clerk, Lisa Benedetti, our 

treasurer, Andrew Francis, and his assistant, Renée Vitale. This executive team im-

plements most of the decisions initiated by the vestry. Thank you for your endless 

devotion and diligence in ensuring that the resources of our church are well utilized. 

Finally, allow me to thank Beverly and Dane Kimball who work hard every month 

to provide us with an illustrated Grapevine newsletter. 

On our Facebook page, we state that, “we are a rockin’ church that loves Jesus and 

is mission-minded.” We are also an historic church, dating back to 1728. We are a 

Christ- driven, Bible-rooted church that seeks to empower people in our community 

in their journey of faith and their relationship with God.” While this statement is 

both very nice and powerful, if we are to carry out what this statement highlights in 

the 21st century, we must do more in practice than what we are currently doing be-

fore we can fully experience the true significance behind this statement. We must 

take deliberate action steps towards prayer, Bible study, fellowship, evangelism, 

and we must engage the community more. 

My strategic vision for 2022 includes the following initiatives:  

1. Develop both adult and children’s education programs through our existing Bible 

study program designed to help us grow in faith. A key facet of the church’s pro-

gramming is to provide education that challenges our minds and fully develops our 

hearts by encouraging participants to understand and adapt to the changing society 

while standing on the unchanging word of God. 

2. Consistently and purposefully extend worship invitations to existing and poten-

tial congregants, friends, members of other congregations, neighbors, and members 

of our local community. We must be tireless in this execution, so as to especially en-

courage each other to continuously offer invites to others in our communities as vir-

tual and hybrid worship make it easier to participate. Please, let us keep inviting 

others again and again. 

3. My vision for St. Thomas Church is to have people who are spirit-filled and  

ready to work with me in the transformation of this ministry as we build both the 

women’s and men’s fellowship ministries, teen & tweens ministry, youth ministry, 

and a vibrant children’s ministry. 

4. Finally, we must take deliberate action on ways we can enhance worship and our 

music experience in the church by having a vibrant choir and worship team. May 

God guide us through this year and fulfill the desires of our hearts. 

Amen!       

Remain Blessed,     Rev. Joseph Mumita, Rector 

Continued from Page 1 

If you would 

like to have a 

copy of the An-

nual Report 

and/or the new 

church directo-

ry, contact 

Kristina in the 

church office at 

(508) 824-9595. 

 

Photo courtesy of 
Kristina  

DeFrancesco 

Parish  

Directory 

If you find an 

error in your 

directory infor-

mation or 

would like to 

add another 

email or phone 

number, please 

let Kristina 

know in the 

church office, 

(508) 824-9595.  

She will com-

pile a list of 

changes that 

she will share 

so you can up-

date your home 

copy. 



2022 Fundraisers / Events ~ Save the Dates 

 

ALL ARE URGED TO ATTEND OUR FUNDRAISING MEETINGS (LISTED 

BELOW).  NEW IDEAS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 

 

March 29 ~ Home Plate Fundraiser 

April 8  ~ Star Drive-in Fundraiser 

April 10 ~ Palm Sunday (services at 8 and 10) 
April 14 ~ Maundy Thursday (service at 7 PM) 
April 15 ~ Good Friday (service at 7 PM) 
April 17 ~ EASTER SUNDAY (services at 8 and 10) 
June 3  ~ Lobster Roll Day 

June 28 ~ Home Plate Fundraiser 

September 11 ~ Homecoming Sunday 

November 5/6 ~ Fall Festival 

On-going  ~ Sale of sweatshirts, t-shirts and polo shirts continues  

Sundays (4th)  ~ Building & Grounds Meeting in Coram Lounge 

Sundays (3rd) ~ Fundraising Meetings in Coram Lounge (except February 13) 

Thursdays ~ weekly ~ Senior Luncheon in Parish Hall 
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SAVE 

THE 

DATES 

2022 

 

March 23 

April 27 

May 25 

June 22 

Senior Sacks 

Each month (4th Wednesday unless otherwise noted) from 9—11 AM senior 

citizens 55+ may receive a bag of groceries that includes pantry staples as 

well as fresh fruits, vegetables and meats. 

Call (508) 824-9595 to enroll so the necessary number of bags will be pre-

pared.  Please bring your ID when you arrive for the first time. 

Offered with a grant from Senator Marc Pacheco, this program is run by St. 

Thomas Church and Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen and Resource Center. 

Senior Lunches ~ have resumed 

Sponsored by Our Daily Bread Food & Resource Center and the Episcopal 

Church of St. Thomas, lunches will be served in the Parish Hall on Thursdays 

at noon.  All seniors are welcome.  Programs and resources will be offered: 

prizes, games, speakers, food, fun, recipes, friends, takeaways … and so much 
more! 

Holy Week and Easter Service Schedule 

Palm Sunday services (April 10)  ~   8AM and 10 AM 

Maundy Thursday service (April 14)     ~     7:00 PM 

Good Friday service (April 15)     ~     7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday (April 17) ~ 8 AM and 10 AM 

SENIOR  

LUNCHES 

Thursdays at Noon 



Home Plate ~ Bay Street Grille 

March, 29, 2022 

Enjoy lunch or dinner with your fam-

ily and friends and present this ticket 

with your bill.  St. Thomas Church 

will receive 20% of your bill.  This 

offer is good on sit-down meals, take-

out orders as well as gift certificates 

purchased.  

This ticket should be cut out, copied 

and given to your family and friends, 

and take one with you to Home Plate.  

NOTE:  No tickets are allowed to be 

distributed at Home Plate Restau-

rant at any time. 

 

 

Episcopal Church of St Thomas 

Supports 

Episcopal Church of 

St Thomas 

Bring this ticket to  

Home Plate Bay St. Grill on 
 

 

Good for dine-in, take-out  

and gift card purchases. 

Tickets cannot be distributed  

at any time at Home Plate. 

Home Plate Fundraiser 
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~ GRAPEVINE DEADLINE ~  April Grapevine deadline is  
March 20 2022.  Send articles to Beverly Kimball 

(h) (508) 697-6667 ~ e-mail: bevdanek@outlook.com 

Savers Fundraiser     

Profit from 

previous Sav-

ers Fundraiser 

$702.60 

Once again Paul is looking for your trash bags FILLED with  

Clothing, Coats, Sweaters, Boots, Shoes, Handbags, Belts, accessories, etc. 

Bedding: sheets, pillows, blankets, comforters 

Books are being collected as well. 

Paul will gratefully receive your bags now through April 27th. 

 

SEE 

YOU 

THERE 

 

March 

29th 
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STAR Drive-in Fundraiser      

FRIDAY 

April 8, 

2022 

11 am— 

9 pm 

~ ~ ~ 

Order 

ahead 

Or 

At the 

window 

 

Outside 

seating 

(picnic 
benches) 

 

Or 

Take  

home 

 

YOU MUST BRING THIS COLOR COPY OF THE FLYER WITH YOU! 
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O gracious and loving God, you work eve-

rywhere reconciling, loving and healing 

your people and your creation.  In your 

Son, and through the power of your Holy 

Spirit, you invite each of us to join you in 

your work.  We, young and old, lay and 

ordained, ask you to form us more and 

more in your image and likeness, 

through our prayer and worship of you 

and through the study of your scripture, 

that our eyes will be fully opened to your 

mission in the work.  Then, God, into our 

communities, our nation and the world, 

send us to serve with Christ taking risks 

to give life and hope to all people and all 

of your creation.  We ask this in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 

Prayer for our Mission Pray for our Military 

 

 

Megan Drewniak 

Adam Dyke 

William Marsh IV 

Donald Souza 

Noel Souza 

Ryan Vohnoutka 

Christopher French 

Scott Larson 

Jay Devinger 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

Avis Leary 

Alan Dennen 

Paul Boudreau 

Sandi Mongiovi 

Please pray for all who are sick & 

shut-in… 

Edna Michaels 

Chuck Vanderhoof 

Paul Yagman 

Esther Wilbur 

Mark M. 

Cindy Quinn 

Jim Medeiros 

Carole Silvia 

Virginia Ames 

Joe Andrade 

Frank Capron 

Janice Crepeau 

Ken LeGrice 

Judy Lincoln 

Jay Medeiros 

Julie Moore 

Wayne Perkins 

Louie Raposa 

Carol Russell 

Sherry 

Sandy Trauterman 

Jacqui White 

 

Contact the church office 
with any pastoral emer-

gencies.  Please be sure to 
notify the church office of 
anyone in the parish who 

is ill and/or in the hospital. 
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Change 

By Fred Noel 

Before moving here, I often visited Massachusetts during 

the summers to visit my elderly mother, who is ill. I enjoyed be-

ing here for the week or two I was scheduled to visit. It was al-

ways a pleasure to go to parks and restaurants, as well as ex-

plore mother nature to soak in its beautiful landscapes. I always 

thought exploring life through nature is handsome.  

Having been born and raised in Haiti, where it is sum-

mer all the time, staying home for an entire day felt painful and 

boring. There weren't any leaves on the trees or flying birds. 

New England has so much variety. 

I recently realized that sometimes life has the capacity to 

move us to different lands. I heard Fr. Joseph mention in one of 

his sermons: “Choices make our destiny.” After moving here, I 

began experiencing a new departure, a new reality, and a new 

endeavor. It is the first time I have ever lived in a cold tempera-

ture, so I now find myself broadening my perspective while ex-

ploring mother nature from behind windows.  

 I am happy to find a new family at the Episcopal Church 

of St.Thomas. I have felt welcomed by other parishioners and 

appreciate how people are really nice to newcomers. I enjoy at-

tending coffee hour, participating in the raffles, and volunteer-

ing during the fall festival — to highlight a few activities.  

I pray that God will continue to bless this community 

and help us grow in our Christian faith. 

2021 Burials 

Eunice Short 

Joan Andrade 

Grayce Dyke 

Joan Easterbrooks 

Almeida Ryder 

Donald Ames 

Alexander Bolton 

Richard Parke, Jr. 

Linda Belenger 

Virginia LeMaire 

Joseph Adelbert Dulude 

2021 Baptisms 

Sophie Pollard 

Alexes Sierra 

Marilyn Ortiz 

Juliana Pereira 
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We have 46 pledges turned in to date for a total of $65,765 raised for this year 

to date.  To meet the budget, a goal of $85,000 was set. If you have not already 

made a pledge, please obtain a pledge card in the back of the church or through 

the church office.  

PLEASE CONSIDER HOW YOU MAY HELP!  

Stewardship Report 

Notes from your Treasurer   Andrew Francis 

2021 was yet again a challenging year for the St. Thomas Church family finan-

cially.  While we were able to return to some of the usual fund raisers, (Lobster 

Roll and the Fall Fair), plus new ones, (meat raffle and the calendar raffle and 

others), we still fall short of covering expenses through pledges and fund raisers.  

Our continued dependence on our investment funds that have been so generously 

donated by parishioners over the years is not sufficient to sustain the St. Thomas 

Church family for the long term. 

The Waldron Gibson House has been sold.  The proceeds from this sale cannot 

benefit St. Thomas in any manner due to the restrictions placed on the original 

gift.  A 501c3 is being created.  The Waldron Gibson Trust fund objectives are: 

~ continue to assist low-income families in the same way the gift was intended 

~ partner with local agency who will assist people who meet agreed-upon criteria 

~ invest capital funds in a manner to maximize the outreach effort 

The Fund management will: 

~ disburse funds to partner agency on a semi-annual basis (?) 

~ track all fund disbursements 

~ track numbers of fund recipients 

This will allow the original gift to benefit more individuals than was previously 

possible.  Anyone interested in being involved, please see a Vestry member for 

details. 

The treasurer team has added Leah Kyle as Bookkeeper to allow for better man-

agement of accounts payable.  The Vestry added Realm, an on-line tool that will 

allow the St. Thomas Church parishioners to see their own pledges and track 

their own contributions to St.. Thomas Church. 

~ ~ ~ 

In the coming months, please consider something that you might buy every day 

that goes to the ‘bottom line’ of Dunkin or Starbucks.  St. Thomas has been a part 

of the fabric of the community long before either of these companies and many 

others existed.  It would be amazing to bring some of their ‘bottom line’ (profits) 

to our bottom line. 

Blessed are those who can give without remembering and take without forgetting. 

                                                                                                            Elizabeth Bibesco 
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Building & Grounds ~ 4th Sundays each month  

Notes from Your Music Director      ~ Ed Seaholm 

Ride on, King Jesus!  No man can a-hinder me. 

The anthem the choir is working on for this Palm Sunday is the spiritual ‘Ride on, 

King Jesus.’  The slaves back then identified with Jesus’ suffering in a very person-

al way because of their brutal treatment.  ‘Were you there when they crucified MY 

Lord?’ they sang.  He died, but not alone – they were there with Him.  They knew 

what He suffered; it was a cry of the heart that found a response and an echo in 

their own woes. 

The slaves’ imagination was captivated by the notion of having a king powerful 

enough that absolutely no one could ‘hinder’ him.  If Jesus could not be hindered, 

then that applied to their lives as well.  This song captures the aspiration of the 

hearts of enslaved peoples.  Jesus was born a baby, but He was also a king, re-

calling his triumphal entry, un-hindered entry into Jerusalem.  The following verse 

is sometimes added: 

“He is the King of Kings, He is the Lord of Lords, 

Jesus Christ, the First and Last, no man hinders me!” 

 

Next month, I will discuss the Three Days, or the Triduum, leading up to the Great 

Vigil of Easter and the Day of Resurrection. 

                                                              ~ ~ ~ 
As we journey through Lent, I invite all who would like to sing to join us Sunday 

mornings in the chapel for rehearsal at 9:00.  We are always happy to welcome new 

members. 

NEEDED 

Singers 

ALL VOICES 

WELCOME 

9 AM 

Sunday 

mornings 

...at the piano in 

the Chapel 

The Building and Grounds Committee meets on the 4th Sundays each month in the 

Coram Lounge.  New members are always welcome to join the group.  The upkeep of 

our beautiful buildings is of utmost importance, and ways to improve and save are 

also discussed with ideas being presented to the Vestry. 

Wifi has recently been installed in the Rectory, a damaged ceiling and the chimney 

leak in the Rectory have been repaired.  Plans are underway to have the Rectory 

roof redone in the spring. 

RED DOORS ~ It has been suggested to paint our church doors—red. Does anyone 

know when the last time our doors (green) were painted?  Does anyone know the sig-

nificance of the RED DOOR.  Most Episcopal Churches have red doors.  It seems as 

though that tradition originated in England during the Middle Ages when it was a 

sign of sanctuary, refuge and safety.  If being pursued by someone, you knew you 

would be safe if you reached the red church door as no one would commit violence on 

holy ground and the church did not have to abide by civil law. Red stood for the 

Blood of Christ and was painted on the north, south and east doors (making the 

“sign of the cross.”). 

Other meanings of red doors include: a reminder of the Passover and God’s covenant 

with the Israelites; symbol for the sacrificial blood of Christ, entry into salvation 

and, at one time— OR—that your mortgage was fully paid. 

B 

& 

G 

 

M 

e 

e 

t 

i 

n 

g 

s 
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Sunday morning  

(10 AM) service in the church 

NOTE:  Our 8 AM service will resume Palm Sunday 

Bible Study Group 

Fr. Joseph is leading a Bible Study group on Friday evenings from 6:30 PM to  

7:30 PM.  The group is meeting virtually. 

JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING:  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88629644757?  
 pwd=Z1dZeU5HWEY0dGFwRS9jWGo0OExyZz09 

  Meeting ID: 886 2964 4757 
  Passcode: 285924 

Our Daily Bread News 

On February 23rd, Our Daily Bread helped facilitate the city’s count of people 

who are homeless.  Volunteers set up in Garniss Hall where ODB offered pizza, 

clothing and food.  Other volunteers walked city streets and visited campsites to 

gather a count.  No count collection available at this time. 

Donations to Our Daily Bread are always gratefully accepted. 

Altar Guild Luncheon ~ 

If you cannot meet 

with us in person, 

JOIN US FOR 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

THRU 

FACEBOOK 

LIVE 

Join us for Sunday Worship 

On February 12th the Altar 

Guild held its annual meeting 

and pot luck luncheon in the 

Rectory.  As always, it was a 

great get-together with lots of 

delicious food. Pictured (front 
row L to R) Marie Largey, Alix 
McNamee, Cheryl Medeiros; 
(back row L to R) Dane & Bever-
ly Kimball, Bob McNamee, Jo-
anne Stevens, Paul Boudreau, 
Sandi & Rick Mongiovi. 
        Picture courtesy of Dane Kimball) 

ALTAR 

GUILD 

Members are  

always encour-

aged to join this 

group of men and 

women who pre-

pare our Altar 

each Sunday. 

Training is  

offered. 

Give what you have. To some one it may be better than you dare to think. 

                                                                       Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001cwZN4yoGoqba175MROxXhqv5_8iiHrANvlW0WzomKej0DPrdw3YgHeHsuI9zYDRJ7n_xfcm0T9X7DzuWLKP6OsG22ATRrsYO3KB7_pQBmb6aZ8G4e2HFleOd-H4ZyA7t91fIl8iSmtnNVcUE50wU3htRQyhvlxtFth-gU
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001cwZN4yoGoqba175MROxXhqv5_8iiHrANvlW0WzomKej0DPrdw3YgHeHsuI9zYDRJ7n_xfcm0T9X7DzuWLKP6OsG22ATRrsYO3KB7_pQBmb6aZ8G4e2HFleOd-H4ZyA7t91fIl8iSmtnNVcUE50wU3htRQyhvlxtFth-gU
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Date Topic Date Topic 

Church School takes place in the Sunday 

School Classrooms in the Parish House.  We 

use Godly Play lessons to engage children K-

8 and foster a personal relationship with Je-

sus. 

Make a Joyful Noise is a new program 

that meets in the Flower Room in the 

Chapel.  Our musicians strive to engage 

children K-8 in learning about their faith 

through fun songs and worship. 

Mar 6 Faces of Easter I & II 

Jesus Birth & Growth 

Jesus Lost & Found 

Mar  13 Make a Joyful Noise 

Mar 20 Faces of Easter III & IV 

Jesus Baptism 

Jesus Desert & Discovery 

Mar 27 Make a Joyful Noise 

April 3 Faces of Easter V & VI 

Jesus as Healer & Parable Mak-

er 

Jesus Offers Bread & Wine 

April 10 Make a Joyful Noise 

April 17 Faces of Easter VI 

The One Who was/is Easter  

April 24 Make a Joyful Noise 

May 1 Jesus & the Twelve May 8 Make a Joyful Noise 

May 15 The Parable of the Great Pearl May 22 Make a Joyful Noise 

May 29 Youth & Family Sunday (in Church) 

June 5 The Parable of the Mustard Seed June 12 Make a Joyful Noise 

June 19 Commencement Ceremony June 26 Make a Joyful Noise 

Church School News      

NOTE:  Church School students will meet in the church and will be dismissed by Fr. Jo-

seph following the processional.  The teachers and Assistants will take them to class and 

return them to church at 10:40 for Communion. 

HOLIDAYS 

Ash Wednesday 

March 2 

Palm Sunday 

April 10 

Easter Sunday 

April 17 

Mother’s Day 

May 8 

Memorial Day 

May 30 

Father’s Day 

June 19 

Left, children’s “Make a 

Joyful Noise” church school 

with Lou & Gayle Raposa. 

Right, Linda Moss joins 

Lou Raposa on guitar sing-

ing the Communion hymn. 

Photos courtesy of  
Dane Kimball 
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Coffee Hour Hosts - One important way parishioners and newcomers feel wel-

come at St. Thomas is by partaking in the food and fellowship offered during 

our coffee hours.  It is also a way for all to get to know others in our church 

family.  Please help to continue this important and wonderful tradition by vol-

unteering to take a week and bring some refreshments.  Contact Jacqui White 

or the church office, (508) 824-9595,  if you are able to assist. 

You can assist by either bringing in food items, offering to set up, clean up 

and/or serve at the refreshment table. Paul or Bob usually start the coffee in 

the morning. 

Coffee Hour Volunteers Needed      

294th Annual Meeting Held     

The 294th Annual 

Meeting of the Epis-

copal Church of St. 

Thomas was held in 

the church on Febru-

ary 20th followed by 

a pot luck luncheon 

in the Garniss Hall. 

Fr. Joseph called the meeting to order followed by a prayer and remembrance of 

those parishioners who have died since our last Annual Meeting.  Christina 

Latour (Sr. Warden) read the Warrant in the absence of our Clerk.  Financial 

Report was accepted as presented and Andrew Francis, Treasurer, presented 

the 2022 Budget. It was voted to accept last years’ Annual Report and reports 

of all non-financial committee reports for 2021. 

The Sr. and Jr. Wardens were both elected in 2021 for a two-year term; howev-

er the following officers were elected: 

 Clerk:   Lisa Benedetti Treasurer: Andrew Francis 

 Vestry (3 years) Bob Belenger, Joanne Stevens,  (one open spot) 
 Vestry (1 year) Dane Kimball 

 Delegates to Convention: Alix McNamee, Robertha Dwuye 

 Taunton River Deanery: Renee Vitale, Steve Lombardi (in absentia) 
 Episcopal City Mission: Alix McNamee 

 

Robertha Dwuye served as Clerk in the absence of Lisa Benedetti, Clerk. 

Out-going Vestry members Alan Dennen and Sandi 

Mongiovi were recognized and presented with gifts 

the following Sunday.  Other out-going member, 

Donna Francis, who is out of state, was also recog-

nized via Zoom. 

Fr. Joseph’s report is re-printed on pages 1 and 2 of 

this Grapevine. 

There is an 

opening for a 

Vestry person to 

fill a three-year 

slot. 

If you are inter-

ested in a possi-

ble position, or 

would like more 

information, 

contact Christi-

na Latour, Sr. 

Warden, or any 

Vestry person. 

Vestry meets 

the 2nd Tues-

days each 

month and pos-

sible special 

meetings as nec-

essary. 



BRIEF HISTORY—Thomas Coram, a wealthy sea captain and philanthropist, arrived 

from England in the 1690’s and established a successful shipyard on the Taunton River.  

He returned to London in 1703 and left behind 59 acres of land in trust and a substan-

tial collection of books to help found a Church of England in Taunton. 
 

Twenty-five years later Thomas Coram’s intent was carried out.  In 1728 a congregation 

of lay persons gathered and a small church was built on the outskirts of town near the 

Three Mile River on what is now Tremont Street.  Although the land trust was no longer 

available, Coram’s library of books became the basis for the young parish’s ministry.  The 

church was named St. Thomas. 
 

During the Revolution, St. Thomas Church, like most Episcopal Churches, fell upon hard 

times and was closed for a number of years as were many others in the area.  The build-

ing itself stood unused and blew down in the Gale of 1815.  In 1820 the parish was 

incorporated.  In 1828 the Vestry voted to seek a minister who was called and then a 

new building was erected in the center of Taunton on High Street across from the pre-

sent building. 
 

The church grew rapidly leading to the enlargement of the building in the 1840’s and 

this, too, was soon outgrown.  The third and present structure designed by Richard 

Upjohn was consecrated in 1859.  A chapel was added in 1869.  A fire gutted the 

Church sanctuary in 1898, but it was rebuilt with the addition of a large three-manual 

Jardine organ in 1899. 
 

The historically significant 1759 McKinstry House (present rectory) adjacent to the 

church was purchased in 1907 for use as a Sunday School.  In 1910 Mr. & Mrs. Walter 

Cabot Baylies donated a Sunday School building.  This parish house has proven to be of 

immeasurable value throughout the years to the church and to the entire community.  In 

1960 ground was broken for an addition to the parish house which completed the com-

plex of buildings as we know it today. 

Acolytes—Lisa Benedetti 

Altar Guild—Sandi Mongiovi 

Archives—Marge Largey 

Branding Committee—Andrew Francis 

Building & Grounds—Paul Boudreau,  

   Bob Feltmate (Jr. Warden) 

Christian Education— Renee Vitale, Lisa Benedetti 

Coffee Hour - Jacqui White, Christina Latour,  

   Renee Vitale 

Communication Committee—Lisa Benedetti 

Counters—Renee Vitale, Bob Feltmate,  

   Christina Latour 

Facebook—Joan Blake, Kristina DeFrancesco 

Fair— Jacqui White, Christina Latour 

Finance Committee— Andrew Francis, Renee Vi

   tale, Marge Largey, Cheryl 

   Medeiros, Paul Boudreau 

Flower Committee—Cheryl Medeiros 

Fundraising Committee—Paul Boudreau / Vestry 

Grapevine—Beverly Kimball 

Healing Prayer Ministry— Donna Francis 

Hospitality - Jacqui White, Christina Labour 

Historian—Marge Largey 

Lobster Roll Day—Paul Boudreau 

Mission Trips— Paul Boudreau, Lisa Benedetti, Andrew 

        Francis, Kim Avila 

Haiti Micah Fund—Paul Boudreau 

Music Committee—Ed Seaholm, Lou Raposa, Marge Largey, 

   Susan Cameron, Beverly Kimball 

Our Daily Bread—Maribeth Ferreira 

Our Daily Bread Liaison -  

Pastoral Care Team/Team— Avis Leary, Alan Dennen, Paul 

   Boudreau, Sandi Mongiovi 

Planning & Strategy– Christina Latour 

Property Rentals—Paul Boudreau, Andrew Francis 

Scholarship Committee—Kirk Cleathero 

Senior Ministry—Avis Leary 

Senior Sack—Maribeth Ferreira, ODB  

Spiritual Development—Christina Latour 

Ushers/Greeters— Robert Feltmate 

Wine & Cheese Reception Coordinator— 

Yard Sale -  Paul Boudreau 

On-Going Committees        Consider joining one or more of these committees 
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The mission of the church is to 

restore all people to unity with 

God and each other in Christ. 

To Welcome and Grow in Love. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

111 High Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 
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