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A Celebration of the Life of
Linda Belenger

Saturday, December 4, 2021 • 11:00 am 
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas • Taunton, Massachusetts
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Prelude

Processional Hymn
Amazing grace! The Hymnal 1982 #671
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The Greeting    
All standing, the minister may greet the people. The minister then says

We have come together before God to remember and celebrate the life of Linda, to 
comfort those who mourn with our sympathy and with our love; in the hope we 
share through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Lord be with you.
The Lord bless you.

The Love of God
The minister says 

Hear the words of Jesus Christ our Savior: Set your troubled hearts at rest. Trust in 
God always; trust also in me.  John 14:1

Therefore, although we have been parted from Linda, none of us need ever be 
separated from the love of God.

Let us pray.
God our Comforter,
you are a refuge and a strength for us,
a helper close at hand in times of distress.
Help us so to hear the words of our faith
that our fear is dispelled,
our loneliness eased and our hope reawakened.
May your Holy Spirit lift us above our natural sorrow,
to the peace and light of your constant love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Remembrance
In a time of silence, let us make our personal thanksgiving to God for all that Linda 
has meant to us.

Silence
For her life and our memories we give thanks.

The Ministry of the Word
Lord, help us to accept and understand your gospel,
so that we may find light in our darkness, 
faith in our doubts, and comfort for one another. Amen.
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The First Reading  Wisdom 3:1-5,9
But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch 
them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was 
thought to be a disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are 
at peace. For though in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of 
immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because 
God tested them and found them worthy of himself;
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 90:1-12
Lord, you have been our refuge *
    from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, *
    from age to age you are God.
You turn us back to the dust and say, *
    “Go back, O child of earth.”
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past *
    and like a watch in the night.
You sweep us away like a dream; *
    we fade away suddenly like the grass.
In the morning it is green and flourishes; *
    in the evening it is dried up and withered.
For we consume away in your displeasure; *
    we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation.
Our iniquities you have set before you, *
    and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
When you are angry, all our days are gone; *
    we bring our years to an end like a sigh.
The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; *
    yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow,
    for they pass away quickly and we are gone.
Who regards the power of your wrath? *
    who rightly fears your indignation?
So teach us to number our days *
    that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
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The Second Reading  1 John 3:1-2
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see 
him as he is.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Family Remembrance  Eric Baker Schultz

Gradual Hymn     We sing verses 1-2 before the Gospel, verses 3-4 after. 
As longs the deer The Hymnal 1982 #658
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The Gospel John 10:11-16
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other 
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Address  The Reverend Joseph Mumita 

The Prayers 
Let us pray that God  
will grant comfort and strength to all who mourn. 
God our loving Father, draw near to all who mourn today. 
Make your love known to them, that they may turn to you 
and receive comfort and strength. 
Help them to put their trust in you, 
and their hope in your grace and compassion.
Use us, Father, as bearers of your love 
to support them in their grief; 
this we ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for a growing faith in Jesus Christ.
God, the strength of all who believe in you, 
increase our faith and trust in your Son, 
that we may live victoriously now and for ever. Amen.

Let us pray for that hope which only God can give.
Almighty God, give us such a vision of your purpose, 
and such an assurance of your love and power, 
that we may ever hold fast the hope which is in Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Almighty God, we remember before you today your faithful servant Linda; and we 
pray that, having opened to her the gates of larger life, you will receive her more and 
more into your joyful service, that, with all who have faithfully served you in the past, 
she may share in the eternal victory of Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Peace      
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining 
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus  Wonder, Love, and Praise #858
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The people kneel.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant then continues
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread     
A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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Postcommunion Prayer     
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us  
as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing     
The Celebrant says the blessing. The people respond Amen.

Recessional Hymn  
I surrender all LEVAS 133
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Dismissal
Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.
Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 

Memorial donations in Linda’s memory can be made to  
St. Thomas Altar Guild 

PO Box 149 
Taunton, MA 02780

 

Participants in the Service
Officiant The Reverend Joseph Mumita
Organist Ed Seaholm


