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Hymn at the Procession    Sung by all.
I need thee every hour LEVAS #192
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The Presentation
The Rev. Joseph Mumita, and Wardens Christina Latour and Bob Feltmate stand before The 
Bishop
  Bishop Gates, on behalf of the people of St. Thomas, we present ourselves 

to you and the gathered church to receive God’s blessing as we begin our 
new ministry together.

Bishop Gates  Dear Joseph and the people of St. Thomas, do you commit yourselves to 
lively proclamation of the Gospel through the work of this congregation 
and the larger church, working together in love and harmony and in 
mutual respect for the ministries of all the baptized?

All We do.

Bishop Gates  Let us then offer our prayers to God for all God’s people, for the people of  
St. Thomas, and for Joseph their Rector.

A Litany for the Mission of the Church
Litanist Holy God, in whom all things in heaven and earth have their being,
People  Have mercy upon us.

Litanist Jesus the Christ, through whom the world is reconciled to the Father,
People  Have mercy upon us.

Litanist Holy Spirit, whose glory fills the world and searches the depths of God,
People  Have mercy upon us.

Litanist Blessed Trinity, source of both unity and diversity,
People  Have mercy upon us.

Litanist  From blind hearts and petty spirits, which refuse to see the need of all 
humankind for your love,

People  Savior, deliver us.

Litanist  From pride, self-sufficiency and the unwillingness to admit our own need of 
your compassion,

People  Savior, deliver us.

Litanist  From discouragement in the face of pain and disappointment, and from 
lack of persistence and endurance,

People  Savior, deliver us.
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Litanist  From ignorance, apathy, and complacency that prevent us from spreading the 
Gospel,

People  Savior, deliver us.

Litanist  O God, we pray for the gifts of ministry. Inspire our minds with a vision of 
your Kingdom in this time and place,

People Receive our prayer, O Christ.

Litanist Touch our eyes, that we may see your glory in all creation.
People Hear us, O Christ.

Litanist  Touch our ears, that we may hear from every mouth the hunger for hope 
and stories of refreshment.

People Hear us, O Christ.

Litanist  Touch our lips, that we may tell in every tongue and dialect the wonderful 
works of God.

People Hear us, O Christ.

Litanist Touch our hearts, that we may discern the mission to which you call us.
People Hear us, O Christ.

Litanist  Touch our feet, that we may take your Good News into our neighborhoods, 
communities, and all parts of the world.

People Hear us, O Christ.

Litanist Touch our hands, that we may each accomplish the work you give us to do.
People Hear us, O Christ.

Litanist  Strengthen and encourage all who minister in your name in lonely, 
dangerous, and unresponsive places.

People Hear us, O Christ.

Litanist  Open the hearts and hands of many to support your Church in this and every 
place.

People Hear us, O Christ.

The Collect
Bishop Gates The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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Bishop Gates   Let us pray.
  Everliving God, strengthen and sustain the ministers of this congregation, 

lay and ordained, that they may faithfully follow in the way of your Son 
Jesus Christ, proclaiming in word and deed the good news of the kingdom; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God
All are seated for the readings and the psalm. 

The Old Testament  Joshua 1:7-9
  Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all 

the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 
hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. This book of the 
law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it. For then 
you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful. I hereby 
command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

 The Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133     
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
    when brethren live together in unity!
2 It is like fine oil upon the head *
    that runs down upon the beard,
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *
    and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
4 It is like the dew of Hermon *
    that falls upon the hills of Zion.
5 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: *
    life for evermore.
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The New Testament Ephesians 4: 7, 11-16
  But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. The gifts 

he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every 
wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 
But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knitted together by every 
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the 
body’s growth in building itself up in love.

 The Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

Gradual Hymn     We sing verses 1-2 before the Gospel, verse 3 after.   
Love divine, all loves excelling The Hymnal 1982 #657
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The Holy Gospel     John 15:9-16      
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

  As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. ‘This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay 
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down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask him in my name.

 The Gospel of the Lord.
 Praise to you, Lord Christ.        

The Sermon The Right Reverend Alan Gates

The Covenant for Mutual Ministry
The people stand as the Rector and Wardens gather facing the Bishop, who reads a charge to the 
parish.
Bishop Gates  Good people of St. Thomas, through Baptism you have been adopted into 

the community of faith, God’s holy fellowship, the Body of Christ, the 
Church. Together with your rector, you have been called to share in the 
Church’s mission to restore all people to unity with God and each other in 
Christ.

  As your bishop, I remind you that in Baptism, you are fully empowered and 
authorized to exercise ministry in Christ’s name, with mutual affection and 
respect, within this parish, in the Diocese of Massachusetts, and in the wider 
community.

  Having covenanted in Baptism to do this work, remember that each of you 
has resources and gifts for ministry. Join your rector, in prayer, in discerning 
a vision for this parish, and in calling forth the leadership, resources, and 
talents to carry out that vision.

  As you love and serve God’s people, remember to love, support, and 
nourish your rector, his family, and the members of the staff who serve you 
here.

 Do you commit yourselves to this task?
People  We do, by the grace of God.

Bishop Gates  May the One who has given you the will to do these things, give you the 
grace and power to perform them.
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The people may be seated. The Bishop reads the following from the Letter of Institution.
Bishop Gates  Joseph, Presbyter of the Church of God, you have been called to work 

together with your Bishop and fellow Presbyters as a pastor, priest, and 
teacher, and to take your share in the councils of the Church. Now, in 
accordance with the Canons, you have been called to serve God in St. 
Thomas, in the town of Taunton, in the Diocese of Massachusetts. This 
letter is a sign that you are fully empowered and authorized to exercise 
this ministry, accepting its privileges and responsibilities as a priest of this 
Diocese, in communion with your Bishop. Having committed yourself to 
this work, do not forget the trust of those who have chosen you. Care alike 
for young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor. By your words and in 
your life, proclaim the Gospel. Love and serve Christ’s people. Nourish 
them, empower them for ministry, and strengthen them to glorify God in 
this life and in the life to come.

 Do you commit yourself to this trust and responsibility? 
Rector  I do, by the grace of God.

Bishop Gates   May the One who has given you the will to do these things, give you the 
grace and power to perform them.

Diocesan clergy, members of neighboring congregations, and members of the local community 
stand.
Bishop Gates   Will you, members of the local community and the wider church, who 

witness this new beginning, support and uphold the priest and people of 
this congregation in their ministry together?

People  We will, by the grace of God.

The Exchange of Gifts
Representatives of the congregation, the Rector, and representatives of the diocese present 
appropriate symbols to persons chosen to reflect specific aspects of the ministry of the 
congregation in the world at large and within the life of the church.
Bishop Gates  Holy Scripture records that when God and God’s people enter into 

a covenant with each other, God establishes a sign to mark the new 
relationship. When a priest and people enter into a new covenant with one 
another, the exchange of symbolic gifts is an appropriate way to mark the 
occasion.
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Grace Mumita and Andrew Francis present a Bible, saying
  Joseph, accept this Bible, and be among us as one who proclaims the Word. 

Amen.

Sandi Mongiovi, Directress of the Altar Guild, passes Bishop Gates a vessel of water; Bishop 
Gates presents the water to the new Rector, saying
 Joseph, take this water and help me baptize in obedience to our Lord.  
 Amen.

Sandi Mongiovi presents a stole, saying
 Joseph, receive this stole, and be among us as a pastor and priest.
Jacqui White and Lou Raposa present a book of prayers, saying
 Joseph, receive this book, and be among us as a man of prayer. Amen.

The Rector presents a Hymnal to Music Director Ed Seaholm, saying 
  Receive this Hymnal and join with others in this parish in worshiping God 

in the beauty of holiness. Amen.

The Rector presents a basket of food to Maribeth Ferreira and Glen Whittaker of Our Daily 
Bread Food and Resource Center, saying
  Receive these gifts of food as a sign of our pledge to share in meeting the 

needs of others who are poor in body, mind, or spirit. Amen.

The Rector presents Sunday School materials to Renee Vitale and Lisa Benedetti, saying
  Receive these materials and join me in helping to open our children’s hearts 

to Jesus Christ. Amen.

Renee Vitale and Lisa Benedetti present olive oil, saying
 Joseph, use this oil, and be among us as a healer and reconciler. Amen.

Wardens Christina Latour and Bob Feltmate may now present the keys of the church, saying
  Joseph, receive these keys, and let the doors of this place be open to all 

people. Amen.

The Rev. Kelly O’Connell, Regional Canon, and the Rev. John Gitau, Dean of the Taunton 
River Deanery, present the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese of Massachusetts to the 
Rector, saying 
  Joseph, obey these Canons and be among us to share in the councils of this 

Diocese. Amen.
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Acolytes present bread and wine, saying
  Joseph, take this bread and wine, and be among us to break the Bread and 

bless the Cup. Amen.

Bishop Gates   Let all these be signs of the ministry we share in this place, in our Diocese 
and in the church throughout the world. Amen.

The new Rector stands in the midst of the people and prays
  O Lord my God, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; yet 

you have called your servant to stand in your house; and to serve at your 
altar. To you and to your service I devote myself, body, soul, and spirit. 
Fill my memory with the record of your mighty works; enlighten my 
understanding with the light of your Holy Spirit; and may all the desires 
of my heart and will center in what you would have me do. Make me 
an instrument of your salvation for the people entrusted to my care, and 
grant that I may faithfully administer your holy Sacraments, and by my 
life and teaching set forth your true and living Word. Be always with me in 
carrying out the duties of my ministry. In prayer, quicken my devotion; in 
praises, heighten my love and gratitude; in preaching, give me readiness of 
thought and expression; and grant that, by the clearness and brightness of 
your holy Word, all the world may be drawn into your blessed kingdom. 
All this I ask for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The members of the congregation stand and say together
People  Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your 

Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, 
and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your 
service. Renew in us the covenant you made with us at our Baptism. 
Send us forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you 
set before us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Bishop Gates Greet your new Rector.
Rector  Acknowledging the one mission of Jesus our Lord, which we share in unity, 

let us greet one another in the name of Christ.
The Peace
Rector  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
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Offertory as the African Clergy Caucus Makes Presentations

The Holy Communion
Doxology    Sung by all. 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 

below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer B
Bishop Gates  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Bishop Gates Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Bishop Gates Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you 
sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us 
heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and 
great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus Wonder, Love, and Praise #858
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  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.

  On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
  We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;



14

  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Bishop Gates  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread     A period of silence is kept.
Bishop Gates Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Bishop Gates The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion Hymn    Sung by all.
Taste and See LEVAS #154
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Postcommunion Prayer
Bishop Gates  Let us pray.
All   Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us  

with the holy food  
of the Body and Blood of your Son,  
and for uniting us through him  
in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit.  
We thank you for raising up among us  
faithful servants for the ministry  
of your Word and Sacraments.  
We pray that Joseph and the people of St. Thomas  
may be an effective example in word and action,  
in love and patience,  
and in holiness of life.  
Grant that all of us together  
may serve you now,  
and always rejoice in your glory;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing     
The Bishop invites the new Rector to pronounce a blessing.

Recessional Hymn    Sung by all. 
Stand Up for Jesus The Hymnal 1982 #561 
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Blessing of the Technology Booth
After the blessing the people walk from the Sanctuary to the Parish Hall.
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Re-Dedication and Renaming of a Parish Hall
The parish hall is presented to the Bishop with these words:
Rector  We present to you this Parish Hall to be re-dedicated for the service of 

Christ’s holy Church.
Bishop Gates  All things come from you, O Lord;
People  And from your own gifts do we give to you.
Bishop Gates  Prosper the work of our hands; 
People  Prosper our handiwork.  
Bishop Gates  Show your servants your works;
People  And your splendor to their children. 

Bishop Gates  Let us pray. 
  Almighty God, we thank you that you have put it into the hearts of your 

people to make offerings for your service, and have been pleased to accept 
their gifts. Be with us now and bless us as we re-dedicate this parish hall to 
your praise and glory and in memory of Stanley and Persis Garniss.  

  Let the activities in this place be marked by Christian love, compassion, 
and service. Let meals shared in this place be occasions of joy and gratitude.  
Give your blessing, Lord, to all who share this room, that they may be knit 
together in fellowship here on earth, and joined with the communion of 
your saints in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

  Almighty God, we remember before you today your faithful servants 
Stanley and Persis Garniss; and we pray that, having opened to them the 
gates of larger life, you will receive them more and more into your joyful 
service, that, with all who have faithfully served you in the past, they may 
share in the eternal victory of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dismissal
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Participants
Celebrant and Preacher: The Right Rev. Alan M. Gates

Rector: The Rev. Joseph Mumita 
Deacons: The Rev. Virgilio Fortuna, the Rev. Holly Hartman 

Clergy: The Rev John Gitau, the Rev. Kelly O’Connell, African Clergy Caucus
Acolytes: Condoleezza Dwuye, Calvinne Dwuye, Mygia-Jordan Findley

Music Director: Ed Seaholm 
Soloist: Nancy Gustafson 

Staff
The Rev. Joseph Mumita, Rector

Paul Boudreau, Sexton 
Kristina DeFrancesco, Parish Administrator

Maribeth Ferreira, Executive Director of Our Daily Bread
Ed Seaholm, Music Director

Vestry
Christina Latour, Senior Warden 

Bob Feltmate, Junior Warden 
Andrew Francis, Treasurer

Renee Vitale and Joanne Stevens, Assistant Treasurers
Lisa Benedetti, Clerk

Julia Boudreau
Alan Dennen 

Robertha Dwuye 
Donna Francis 
Sandi Mongiovi 

Lou Raposa
Jacqui White

Search Committee
Christina Latour, Chair

Elizabeth Boudreau
Alan Dennen  
Marge Largey 

Sandi Mongiovi
Gayle Raposa 
Jacqui White
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