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Welcome to St. Thomas!
If you are a guest or visitor, we hope that you will feel warmly greeted and 
enthusiastically welcomed. If you need any kind of assistance, including a hearing-
assistance device, please ask the Greeter at the door. 

We provide coloring materials at the back of the church as well as stuffed animals. 
Restrooms are located through the back door of the church and in the parish hall.

We encourage you to join us in the liturgy as participation will make your visit 
much more enjoyable.

Please help us to provide you with more information by filling out one of the cards 
at the back of the church. You can give the card to a Greeter, the clergy, or drop it 
in the offering plate; we can send you a Welcome Packet in the mail and contact 
you by email. 

If you have a need or would like to speak with the clergy, please speak to either the 
Greeter or the clergy. Our clergy are always happy to meet with you to talk about 
St. Thomas and your own spiritual journey. Whether this is your first Sunday or 
you have been a member for years, you may contact the Parish Office at 508-824-
9595 or at StThomasEpiscopalChurch@comcast.net.

All baptized Christians, including children, are welcome to receive Communion. If 
you wish a blessing for yourself or your child, just cross your arms at the rail.  

We are glad you are here and hope you will feel warmly welcomed!

Christmas  
Lessons and Carols 

and 
The Holy Eucharist 

The Eve of the Nativity  
of Our Lord Jesus Christ

December 24, 2021 • 6:00 pm



2

Christmas Lessons and Carols
Please stand. 

Processional Hymn     Sung by all.
O come, all ye faithful  The Hymnal 1982 #83, Verses 1-3, 6
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Lighting of the Candles

A Bidding Prayer
Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear 
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God 
lying in a manger.

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the 
time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by 
his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on 
earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for 
his Church in our country and in this city.

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and 
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, 
the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not 
know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole 
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and 
with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; 
and to the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. 
Amen.
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Hymn     Sung by all.
Once in royal David’s city The Hymnal 1982 #102, Verses 1, 2, 4, 6
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The First Lesson Genesis 3:1-15 

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in 
the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said 
to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; 
and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the 
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and 
said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and 
I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that 
you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 
from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
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The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you 
among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and 
dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you 
will strike his heel.”

The Second Lesson Isaiah 7:10-15 

God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as  
“God with us”

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

Hymn    Sung by all.

Go, tell it on the mountain LEVAS 21
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The Third Lesson Luke 2:1-20 

Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and shepherds

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
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This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Overview of Scripture The Rev. Joseph Mumita

Offering and Christmas Gifts     While the choir sings.

The Holy Communion
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God.     Ephesians

Doxology     Sung by all, standing.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Amen.
The people remain standing.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, 
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your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was 
made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be 
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:

Sanctus Wonder, Love, and Praise #858

The people kneel.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
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the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;
The People kneel

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant then continues

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread     A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited to the altar to receive 
communion. You may kneel or stand at the Altar Rail. The bread is received in the open palm, 
right hand over left. The wine, if desired, may be taken as an individual cup. If you do not wish 
to receive Communion, but would like a blessing, come forward to the Altar Rail and cross your 
arms over your chest.  

Communion Hymn      
The Beautiful Mother

The beautiful mother is bending low, where her baby lies.
Helpless and frail for her tending, but she knows the glorious eyes.
The mother smiles and rejoices, while baby laughs in the hay.
She listens to heavenly voices: “The child shall be king one day.”
All nations draw near to the manger low on this holy night.
Surely as shepherds and kings they come, to know the glorious sight.
0 see the angels before Him, who rule the earth with their might.
With Joseph and Mary adore Him, in stillness behold the light.

Postcommunion Prayer     After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us  
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing     The Celebrant says the blessing. The people respond Amen.
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Recessional Hymn     Sung by all.
Joy to the world! The Hymnal 1982 #100

Dismissal
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
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Christmas Memorials
Red Poinsettias and Candle Oil are given in loving memory of

Linda Belenger and Jean Avila by their Families

Mr. and Mrs. Antoine Boudreau and Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lawless  
by the Boudreau/Benedetti Family

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bessette and Mr. and Mrs. Francis Benedetti  
by the Boudreau/Benedetti Family

Parents and Grandparents: Russ and Doris Borden; George and Ella Cleathero; 
Muriel Cleathero; Bill Giles; and Susan (Tidd) Wentz by Dave and Judy Cleathero; 
Kris, Greg, Kati, and Jill Sethares; Kim, Gunnar, Austin and Bryant Salkind; Kirk, 
Dawn, Parker and Camden Cleathero; Karl, Melissa, Brooke, Nathan, and Emma 

Cleathero; and Bevery Cleathero. 

Lucia and Bjorn Sigurdson, and John DeFrancesco 
by Kristina and Paul DeFrancesco

Loved Ones by David Edwards

Joseph and Mary King and their Descendants by Lisa Maciejowski

Loved Ones by the Myers Family

Beth Munroe by Scott Shallcross

White Poinsettias are given in loving memory of 

our loved ones by Rick and Sandi Mongiovi

Participants
The Rev. Joseph Mumita, Celebrant and Preacher

Ed Seaholm, Music Director
Louis Raposa, Guitarist

Merry Christmas!

The clergy, Vestry, and staff wish you and yours Christmas blessings! May your 
holiday be filled with the light of Jesus. 
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Prayers

Prayer is a very important part of our life at St. Thomas.

Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) deliver communion and prayers to the ill and 
homebound each month. To sign up for this important ministry, please call 508-
824-9595.

Prayers for the Homebound and Ill members of our parish include… Esther 
Wilbur, Paul Yagman, Luke Yagman, Mark M., Sharon DiRubio, Cindy Quinn, 
Jim Medeiros, Carole Silvia, Virginia Ames, Joe Andrade, Frank Capron, Janice 
Crepeau, Ken LeGrice, Judy Lincoln, Jay Medeiros, Julie Moore, Wayne Perkins, 
Jessica Pollard, Louie Raposa, Carol Russell, Sherry, Sandy Trauterman, and Jacqui 
White.

Prayers for those who serve in the Armed Forces and Overseas… Megan 
Drewniak, Adam Dyke, William Marsh IV, Donald Souza, Noel Souza, Ryan 
Vohnoutka, Christopher French, Scott Larson, and Jay Devenger.

Memorial flowers are given in memory of James & Beatrice Ann Taylor; George 
& Ella Cleathero by the Cleathero Family; Gordon, Frances, William & Joanne 
Steeeves & Baby; Gordon Steeves & Jr., & Walter & Patricia Broqwn by Family; 
Clara Grace; Robert & Gladys Farrar by Robert & David Farrar; Joseph & Anna 
Betz by Joseph & Barbara Betz; Barbara & Rod Sears by Barbara Wojtkiewicz; John 
Pollard by Audrey Pollard; Edythe Dunne & Herbert Holt.
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Announcements

Sunday Worship Services
Join us Sundays at 8:00 am in the Chapel, or at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary and on 
Facebook Live. 

Office Hours
The Parish Office will be closed Friday, December 31. Regular office hours are 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm.

Church Communications
As we prepare for the new calendar year, we want to make sure you’re receiving 
news and important updates. We share information with you in three ways: 

1.  the weekly Happenings email that’s sent on Fridays; 
2.   the monthly Grapevine newsletter that you can receive via email  

and/or US Mail; and
3.   Sunday morning announcements in church (which come from the 

Happenings email).  

Whether you’re a new member or have been here for decades, please help us by 
filling out the form on the back cover of this bulletin. Thank you!

Giving Envelopes
If you filled out a pledge card, please pick up your box of 2022 giving envelopes in 
the back of the church. Numbers are assigned alphabetically, so your 2022 number 
might be different than 2021’s. 

Confirmation 
Children 10 and older, as well as adults, are welcome to begin Confirmation 
classes and preparation in January. If you or your child are interested, please 
let Fr. Joseph know. You also can call the office at 508-824-9595 or email 
stthomasepiscopalchurch@comcast.net 
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Please check all that apply.

Communication Preferences
The Grapevine Monthly Newsletter

 ☐  Please send me The Grapevine via email. 
 ☐  Please send me The Grapevine in the US mail. 

Happenings Weekly Email
 ☐ Please add me to the Happenings email list. 

Parish Directory
 ☐ I’m a new member. 
 ☐ My information has recently changed. 
 ☐ I do not want to be listed in the directory. 

Name  ___________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________

    ___________________________________________________________

Phone  ___________________________________________________________

Email  ___________________________________________________________

You can drop this form in the back of the church  
as you exit this evening  

or mail it to The Episcopal Church of St. Thomas 
PO Box 149, Taunton, MA  02780

You also can share your information by  
calling the office at 508-824-9595 or 

emailing stthomasepiscopalchurch@comcast.net by Friday, January 14. 

Thank you!

Episcopal Church of St. Thomas
111 High Street, Taunton, MA  02780 • 508-824-9595 

www.StThomasTaunton.com • StThomasEpiscopalChurch@comcast.net


