The Holy Eucharist

January 2, 2022
10:00 am
The Second Sunday after Christmas

Welcome to St. Thomas!

If you are a guest or visitor, we hope

that you will feel warmly greeted and
enthusiastically welcomed. If you need any
kind of assistance, including a hearing-
assistance device, please ask the Greeter at
the door.

We provide coloring materials at the back
of the church as well as stuffed animals. Restrooms are located through the back
door of the church and in the parish hall.

We encourage you to join us in the liturgy as participation will make your visit
much more enjoyable.

Please help us to provide you with more information by filling out one of the cards
at the back of the church. You can give the card to a Greeter, the clergy, or drop it
in the offering plate; we can send you a Welcome Packet in the mail and contact
you by email.

If you have a need or would like to speak with the clergy, please speak to either the
Greeter or the clergy. Our clergy are always happy to meet with you to talk about
St. Thomas and your own spiritual journey. Whether this is your first Sunday or
you have been a member for years, you may contact the Parish Office at 508-824-
9595 or at StThomasEpiscopalChurch@comecast.net.

All baptized Christians, including children, are welcome to receive Communion. If
you wish a blessing for yourself or your child, just cross your arms at the rail.

We are glad you are here and hope you will feel warmly welcomed!



The Word of the Lord

Processional Hymn Sung by all.
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Opening Acclamation
The people standing, the Celebrant says
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

The Collect for Purity

The Celebrant says

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The following is sung, all standing.
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity
of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled
himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.




Please be seated.
The First Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14

Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the
remnant of Israel”

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the
farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child
and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.

With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I
will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not
stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say,
“He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock”
For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong
for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be
radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and
over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered
garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice
in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry.

I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for
sorrow. [ will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied
with my bounty, says the Lord.

Leader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 84:1-8 Said responsively.

'How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

> The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
> Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.



* Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.

® Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

® They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

" Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.

® Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.

The Second Reading Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ
before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He
destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us
in the Beloved.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation We sing verses 1-2 before the Gospel, verse 3 after.
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:41-52

All stand and turn to face the Gospel.

celebrant 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival
was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but
his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went
a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends.
When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three



days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and
his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said

to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been
searching for you in great anxiety. He said to them, “Why were you searching for me?
Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand
what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

Celebrant 'The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Joseph Mumita

Nicene Creed Said by all, standing.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively.
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Alan and Gayle our Bishops; and for all
bishops and other ministers;

For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.



We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them:;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.
Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant concludes with an absolution.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

Peace Allstand.
celebrant 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
people  And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Morning Announcements

I0



The Holy Communion
The Celebrant says

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to
God. Ephesians

Doxology Sung by all, standing.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

The people remain standing.

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ,
your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was
made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:
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The people kneel.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it

to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant then continues

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread A period of silence is kept.
Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited to the altar to receive
communion. You may kneel or stand at the Altar Rail. The bread is received in the open palm,
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right hand over left. The wine, if desired, may be taken as an individual cup. If you do not wish
to receive Communion, but would like a blessing, come forward to the Altar Rail and cross your
arms over your chest.

Communion Hymn
Beyond the Moon and Stars

Refrain: Beyond the moon and stars, as deep as night,
So great our hunger, Lord, to see your light.
The sparrow finds her home beneath your wing,
So may we come to rest where angels sing.

Our eyes have longed to see your loving face,
To live within your courts for all our days. Refrain

Your roads have led us, Lord, ‘cross desert sand.
We place our hopes and dreams within your hand. Refrain

Upon our darkness, Lord, a light has shone.
You came to dwell with us in flesh and bone. Refrain

With shining stars at night, and cloud by day,
you brought us here to see your love’s display. Refrain

When life’s great journey ends, and day is done,
Then may our eyes behold your Holy One. Refrain

Postcommunion Prayer After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us

as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing The Celebrant says the blessing. The people respond Amen.
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Recessional Hymn Sung by all.
We three kings of Orient are

The Hymnal 1982 #128
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Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Please come to the coffee hour in the Parish Hall following the service.

Prayers

In the Parish Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Carole Silvia; Slipp; Smythe;
Stagliola; and Stevens families. Grant that every member of the Church may truly
and humbly serve you. Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you.

Prayers for the Homebound and Ill members of our parish include... Richard
Benson, Esther Wilbur, Paul Yagman, Luke Yagman, Mark M., Sharon DiRubio,
Cindy Quinn, Jim Medeiros, Carole Silvia, Virginia Ames, Joe Andrade, Frank
Capron, Janice Crepeau, Ken LeGrice, Judy Lincoln, Jay Medeiros, Julie Moore,
Wayne Perkins, Jessica Pollard, Louie Raposa, Carol Russell, Sherry, Sandy
Trauterman, Jacqui White.

Prayers for those who serve in the Armed Forces and Overseas... Megan
Drewniak, Adam Dyke, William Marsh IV, Donald Souza, Noel Souza, Ryan
Vohnoutka, Christopher French, Scott Larson, and Jay Devenger.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer this week we pray for the Parishes of the Boston
Harbor Deanery; Christ Church (Old North), Boston; Church of the Advent,
Boston; Ecclesia Ministries and common cathedral, Boston; The Diocesan Staff;
The Massachusetts Council of Churches.

Memorial flowers are given in memory of Elizabeth Brown by Friends; Joseph
Warner by Friends; James, Beatrice Ann & Sheldon Taylor by Family; Robert &
Dorothy King by Robert F. King, Jr.; Ralph Arquin, Edward Sypher, Hanna Asten &
Mary Dube; Ruth F. Farley by Family; and Sheldon Phillips by Family.

Participants

The Rev. Joseph Mumita, Celebrant and Preacher
Ed Seaholm, Music Director
Louis Raposa, Guitarist

Episcopal Church of St. Thomas

111 High Street, Taunton, MA 02780 « 508-824-9595
www.StThomasTaunton.com « StThomasEpiscopal Church@comcast.net
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