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Welcome to St. Thomas!
If you are a guest or visitor, we hope that you will feel warmly greeted and 
enthusiastically welcomed. If you need any kind of assistance please ask one of the 
Greeters at the door to help you. We provide coloring materials at the back of the 
church as well as stuffed animals for children.

Please help us to provide you with more information by filling out one of the cards 
found in your pew or at the back of the church. You can give the card to a Greeter, 
the clergy, or drop it in the offering plate. If you fill out a Pew Card, then we can 
send you a Welcome Packet in the mail and contact you by email the following 
week. If you have a need or would like to speak with the clergy, please make your 
request known to either a Greeter or the clergy. 

Restrooms are located through the back door of the church and in the parish hall.

Hymn numbers in the leaflet refer to the blue Hymnal 1982; BCP numbers in the 
leaflet refer to the pages in the Book of Common Prayer. We encourage you to join 
us in the liturgy as participation will make your visit much more enjoyable.

Our clergy are always happy to meet with you to talk about St. Thomas and 
your own spiritual journey. Whether this is your first Sunday or you have been 
a member for years, you may contact the Parish Office at 508-824-9595 or at 
StThomasEpiscopalChurch@comcast.net.

Please speak to a Greeter if you need hearing assistance. We are now equipped 
with devices to assist you no matter where you sit in the church.

All baptized Christians, including children, are welcome to receive Communion. If 
you wish a blessing for yourself or your child, just cross your arms at the rail.  

We are glad you are here and hope you will feel warmly welcomed!

The Holy Eucharist 
November 14, 2021 

10:00 am

The Twenty-Fifth Sunday  
after Pentecost
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The Word of the Lord

Processional Hymn
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing  The Hymnal 1982  #686

1.   Come, thou fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace! 
Streams of mercy never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! Oh, fix me on it, 
mount of God’s unchanging love.

2.  Here I find my greatest treasure; 
hither, by thy help, I’ve come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious blood.

3.  Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee: 
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 
here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above.

Opening Acclamation
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Collect for Purity
The Celebrant says

 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The following is said, all standing.

Gloria     
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant 
us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have 
given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Please be seated. 

The First Reading      Daniel 12:1-3

A reading from the book of the prophet Daniel. 

The Lord spoke to Daniel in a vision and said, “At that time Michael, the great 
prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, 
such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that 
time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 
Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine 
like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the 
stars forever and ever.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 16    Said responsively. 
1  1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 

I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, 
my good above all other.”

2  All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 
upon those who are noble among the people.

3  But those who run after other gods * 
shall have their troubles multiplied.

4  Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

5  O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; * 
it is you who uphold my lot.

6  My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.

7  I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; * 
my heart teaches me, night after night.

8  I have set the Lord always before me; * 
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall.
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9  My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 
my body also shall rest in hope.

10  For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11  You will show me the path of life; * 
in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

The Second Reading Hebrews 10:11-14-25

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 
sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a 
single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” and since then has 
been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a 
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. And the Holy 
Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,  
  “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says 

the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their 
minds,” 

he also adds,  
  “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” Where there 

is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood 
of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that 
is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 
approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to 
the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 
And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation  LEVAS 162

1.  Come by here Lord, come by here, 
Come by here Lord, come by here, 
Come by here Lord, come by here, O Lord, come by here.

2.  Someone needs you Lord, come by here, 
Someone needs you Lord, come by here, 
Someone needs you Lord, come by here, O Lord, come by here.

3.  Send a blessing Lord, come by here, 
Send a blessing Lord, come by here, 
Send a blessing Lord, come by here, O Lord, come by here.

Holy Gospel Mark 13:1-8 
All stand and turn to face the Gospel.

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what 
large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great 
buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, 
and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign 
that all these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, 
“Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ 
and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be 
alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; 
there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birthpangs.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. John Gitau
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Nicene Creed     Said by all, standing. 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light,  
    true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

The Confession of Sin   
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Leader & People

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
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that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant concludes with an absolution.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen.

Peace     All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Morning Announcements

The Holy Communion
The Celebrant says

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God.     Ephesians
The people remain standing.

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth., through  Jesus Christ our Lord.  
For with your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are one God, one Lord, in Trinity 
of Persons and in Unity of Being: and we celebrate the one and equal glory of you, 
O Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:
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All  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and 
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out 
his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People and Celebrant

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer 
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 
the joy of your eternal kingdom.
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever.  Amen.

The Celebrant then continues

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread     A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
All baptized Christians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited to the altar to receive 
communion. You may kneel or stand at the Altar Rail. The bread is received in the open palm, 
right hand over left. The wine, if desired, may be taken as an individual cup. If you do not wish 
to receive Communion, but would like a blessing, come forward to the Altar Rail and cross your 
arms over your chest.  
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Communion Hymn
I the Lord of Sea and Sky Wonder, Love, and Praise 812

 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin 
My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send?

Refrain:  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me, 
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them, 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? Refrain  

 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them, 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? Refrain 

 Postcommunion Prayer     After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us  
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as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing     The Celebrant says the blessing. The people respond Amen.

Recessional Hymn
Blessed Assurance LEVAS 184

1.  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His spirit, washed in His blood.

Refrain:  This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my savior all the day long.

2.  Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain

3.  Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. Refrain

Dismissal
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Please come to the coffee hour in the Parish Hall following the service.
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Prayers
Prayer is a very important part of our life at St. Thomas.

Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) deliver communion and prayers to the ill and 
homebound each month. To sign up for this important ministry, please call 508-
824-9595.

In the Parish Cycle of Prayer, we pray for five households each week. This is a 
way for us to reach out in prayer to all our members on a systematic and regular 
basis. This week we pray for the Pilling, Pollard, Pollina, Poole, and Pratt families.  
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you.

Prayers for the Homebound and Ill members of our parish include……Sharon 
DiRubio, Cindy Quinn, Jim Medeiros, Carole Silvia, Virginia Ames, Joe Andrade, 
Frank Capron, Janice Crepeau, Ken LeGrice, Judy Lincoln, Jay Medeiros, Julie 
Moore, Wayne Perkins, Jessica Pollard, Louie Raposa, Carol Russell, Sherry, Sandy 
Trauterman, Jacqui White, and Esther Wilbur.

Prayers for those who serve in the Armed Forces and Overseas… Megan 
Drewniak, Adam Dyke, William Marsh IV, Donald Souza, Noel Souza, Ryan 
Vohnoutka, Christopher French, Scott Larson, and Jay Devenger.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer this week we pray for the Parishes of the 
Taunton River Deanery: St. Mark’s Church, Foxborough; St. John’s Church, 
Franklin; Church of Our Saviour, Middleborough; Grace Church, North 
Attleborough; Deputies to Provincial Synod.

Flowers on the Altar are given in memory of  Jennie Stuttle & Magdalena Kauff by 
Friends; Leonard & Ruth Farley; Douglas & Bertha F. Tidd by Tom Wentz, the Neil 
Wentz Family & Amy & Tom Gousious Family; Robert, Mary & Harriet Haworth; 
William Steeves by Members of the Altar Guild; Robert Scully, Sr. by Mrs. Robert 
Scully; Paul & Edith Manter & John & Loretta Dzenowagis.

Participant
The Rev. John Gitau, Celebrant and Preacher
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2021 Fundraisers
December:  Calendar Raffle

Ongoing:    St. Thomas Wear

Adult sizes range from Small through Extra-Extra-Large

Qty Size  Item Cost Total
____ ____ Short-Sleeve T-Shirts $15.00   ________

____ ____ Long-Sleeve T-Shirts  $20.00  ________
 
____ ____ Women’s Polo Shirts  $35.00  ________
     
____ ____ Men’s Polo Shirts  $35.00 ________
 
____ ____ 1/4-Zip Sweatshirts  $40.00 ________
 
____ ____ Hoodies  $40.00  ________

    Total Cost  ________

Name:  ____________________________________________________________
(Cash or checks made payable to St. Thomas.)    
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