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Welcome to St. Thomas! 
 

If you are a guest or visitor, we hope that you will feel warmly greeted and  
enthusiastically welcomed. If you need any kind of assistance please ask one of the 

Greeters at the door to help you. We provide coloring materials at the back of the church 
as well as stuffed animals for children.  

 

Please help us to provide you with more information by filling out one of the cards 
found in your pew or at the back of the church. You can give the card to a Greeter, the 

clergy, or drop it in the offering plate. If you fill out a Pew Card, then we can send you a 
Welcome Packet in the mail and contact you by email the following week. If you have a 
need or would like to speak with the clergy, please make your request known to either a 

Greeter or the clergy.   

 

Restrooms are located through the back door of the church and in the parish hall.  

 

Hymn numbers in the leaflet refer to the blue Hymnal 1982; BCP numbers in the leaflet 
refer to the pages in the Book of Common Prayer. We encourage you to join us in the 

liturgy as participation will make your visit much more enjoyable. 

 

Our clergy are always happy to meet with you to talk about St. Thomas and your own 
spiritual journey. Whether this is your first Sunday or you have been a member for 

years, you may contact the Parish Office at 508-824-9595 or at  

StThomasEpiscopalChurch@comcast.net. 

 

 

We are glad you are here and hope you will feel warmly welcomed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:StThomasEpiscopalChurch@comcast.net
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Entrance Processional 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee (LEVAS 88) 

 

1. My faith looks up to thee, 

Thou lamb of Calvary, 

Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray, 

Take all my guilt away; 

O let me from this day 

Be wholly thine. 

 

2. May thy rich grace impart 

Strength to my fainting heart, 

My zeal inspire; 

As thou hast died for me, 

O may my love to thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be 

A living fire. 

 

3. While life’s dark maze I tread, 

And griefs around me spread, 

Be thou my guide; 

Bid darkness turn today, 

Wipe sorrow’s tears away; 

Pure, warm, and changeless be 

A living fire. 

 

4. When ends life’s transient dream, 

When death’s cold, sullen stream 

Shall o’er me roll; 

Blest Savior, then in love, 

Fear and distrust remove, 

O bear me safe above, 

A ransomed soul. 
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The Word of God 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his Kingdom now and forever. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

The following is said, all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
    almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
    Lord God, Lamb of God, 
    you take away the sin of the world; 
    have mercy on us; 
    you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
   receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
    you alone are the Lord, 
    you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us 
the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become par-
takers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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First Reading          Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they 
were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Es-
ther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my king-
dom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O 
king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the 
lives of my people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be 
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, 
men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this 
damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and 
where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wick-
ed Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 

 

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gal-
lows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at 
Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of 
the king abated. 

 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the 
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, 
year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as 
the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning 
into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for 
sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 124 
 
1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
let Israel now say; 
 
2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
when enemies rose up against us; 
 
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
in their fierce anger toward us; 
 
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
and the torrent gone over us; 
 
5 Then would the raging waters * 
have gone right over us. 
 
6 Blessed be the Lord! * 
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
 
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
 
8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Second Reading     James 5:13-20 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The 
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 

 

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought 
back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering 
will save the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  

Hallelejah, oh hallelujah 
Hallelejah, praise the Lord! 

Hallelejah, hallelujah 
Hallelejah, praise the Lord! 

Hallelejah, hallelujah 
Hallelejah, praise the Lord! 

 

Holy Gospel            Mark 9:38-50 
All stand and turn to face the Gospel 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 
we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop 
him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to 
speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever 
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no 
means lose the reward. 

 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, 
it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you 
were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 
you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 
lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 
to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire 
is never quenched. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how 
can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon: The Rev. Joseph Mumita  

 

Sermon Notes: 
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Nicene Creed 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively 

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

Silence 

 

The People may add their own petitions. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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The Confession of Sin 
 

Celebrant  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Leader & People: 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Celebrant concludes with an absolution. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 

Peace 

All stand. 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

Morning Announcements 
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Holy Communion 

The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God.    Ephesians  
 

The people remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth., through  Jesus Christ our Lord.  For with 
your co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, you are one God, one Lord, in Trinity of Persons 
and in Unity of Being: and we celebrate the one and equal glory of you, O Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the 
cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal king-
dom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
The Celebrant then continues 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.   

 

All baptized persons regardless of denomination are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

 

Communion Song: There is Power in the blood 

1. Would you be free from the burden of sin? 

There's power in the blood, power in the blood; 

Would you o'er evil a victory win? 

There's wonderful power in the blood. 

Chorus: There is power, power, wonder-working power 

In the blood of the Lamb. 

There is power, power, wonder-working power 

In the precious blood of the Lamb. 

2. Would you be free from your passion and pride? 

There's power in the blood, power in the blood; 

Come for a cleansing to Calvary's tide; 

There's wonderful power in the blood. [Chorus] 

3. Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow? 

There's power in the blood, power in the blood; 

Sin stains are lost in its life giving flow; 

There's wonderful power in the blood. [Chorus] 

4. Would you do service for Jesus your King? 

There's power in the blood, power in the blood; 

Would you live daily His praises to sing? 

There's wonderful power in the blood. [Chorus] 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resur-
rection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.  

 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of 
life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.  

 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage from sin, into true and lasting freedom 
in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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Recessional Song 

 

O How I Love Jesus (LEVAS 95) 

 

1. There is a name I love to hear, 

I love to sing its worth; 

It sounds like music in mine ear, 

The sweetest name on earth. 

 

Refrain: O how I love Jesus, 

Because He first loved me! 

 

2. It tells me of a Savior’s love, 

Who died to set me free; 

It tells me of His precious blood, 

The sinner’s perfect plea. [Refrain] 

 

3.  

It tells me what my Father hath 

In store for ev’ry day, 

And though I tread a darksome path, 

Yields sunshine all the way. [Refrain] 

 

4. It tells of one whose loving heart 

Can feel my deepest woe, 

Who in each sorrow bears a part, 

That none can bear below. [Refrain] 
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Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
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Prayer is a very important part of our life at St. Thomas 
  

Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) deliver communion and prayers to the ill and homebound each 
month. To sign up for this important ministry, please call 508-824-9595. 

  
In the Parish Cycle of Prayer, we pray for five households each week. This is a 
way for us to reach out in prayer to all our members on a systematic and regular 
basis. This week we pray for the Mann Family, the Marsden Family, the Martin  
Family, the Mason Family, and the Mazelli Family. Grant that every member of the 
Church may truly and humbly serve you. 
  
Scriptural Readings:  Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Psalm 124; James 5:13-20; 
Mark 9:38-50. 

Prayers for the Homebound and Ill members of our parish include……Jim 
Medeiros, Carole Silvia, Donald and Virginia Ames, Joe Andrade, Frank Capron, 
Janice Crepeau,  Ken LeGrice, Judy Lincoln, Jay Medeiros, Julie Moore, Wayne 
Perkins, Jessica Pollard,  Louie Raposa, Carol Russell, Sherry, Sandy Trauterman, 
Jacqui White, and Esther Wilbur. 

Prayers for those who serve in the Armed Forces and Overseas… Megan Drewni-
ak, Adam Dyke, William Marsh IV, Donald Souza, Noel Souza, Ryan Vohnoutka, 
Christopher French, Alex Bolton, Scott Larson, and Jay Devenger. 
  
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer this week we pray for the Parishes of the North 
Shore Deanery: Grace Church, Salem; St. Peter’ Church/Iglesia de San Pedro, Sa-
lem; Christ Church, South Hamilton; Church of the Holy Name, Swampscott; Trin-
ity Church, Topsfield. 
 
Flowers on the Altar are given in memory of Flora & Frederick Butterworth by 
Sandra, Tom & Keith Knowlton; Simeon, Charlotte M. & Charlotte H. Flint;  
Leslie & Ethelyn Colp by Mr. & Mrs. Albert Colp; Clara Athas by Athena Athas; 
and Elsie S. Taylor by Family.  
 
Helpful Suggestions: Holy Communion is part of our services.  All baptized Chris-
tians, regardless of age or denomination, are invited to the altar to receive commun-
ion.  You may kneel or stand at the Altar Rail. The bread is received in the open 
palm, right hand over left.  The wine, if desired, may be taken from the common 
cup by drinking (placing your hand gently at the base of the chalice to guide it) or 
by dipping the bread.  If you do not wish to receive Communion, but would like a 
blessing, come forward to the Altar Rail and cross your arms over your chest.   
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2021 FUNDRAISERS: 
 
On going:  St. Thomas Wear (see the order form below) 
October 3rd:  Betty Angell May Breakfast 
November 6 & 7th: Fall Fair Festival 
December:  Calendar Raffle 
 
More information to follow. 

ST. THOMAS WEAR ORDER FORM 
 
Adult sizes range from small through double extra large  
 
QTY SIZE  ITEM     COST  TOTAL 
 
____ ____  Short sleeve tee shirts   $15.00  ________ 
____ ____  Long sleeve tee shirts   $20.00  ________ 
____ ____  Women’s polo shirts   $35.00  ________ 
____ ____  Men’s polo shirts   $35.00  ________ 
____ ____  1/4 zip sweatshirts   $40.00  ________ 
____ ____  Hoodies    $40.00  ________ 
 
Total Cost (cash or checks made payable to St. Thomas)   ________ 
 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________ 
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The Vineyard 
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas 

Taunton, Massachusetts 
 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Lectionary B 

September 26, 2021 
 
Welcome to St. Thomas Church! All baptized Christians, including children, are wel-
come to receive Communion.  If you wish a blessing for yourself or your child, just 
cross your arms at the rail. Come to the coffee hour in the Parish Hall following the ser-
vice. 
 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST - RITE II - 10:00 AM 
 
Celebrant:   The Rev. Joseph Mumita 
Coffee Hour:    Unsponsored this week 
 
Please speak to a Greeter if you need hearing assistance. We are now equipped with de-
vices to assist you no matter where you sit in the church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


