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Message from Your Rector’s Desk 
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September, 2021 

UNITED IN CHRIST 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, I hope and trust that this finds you well 

in the Lord. The pain and suffering that our community, families, friends and 

entire world have experienced over the past one year plus is almost over but 

there is still more left that we must brave ourselves to continue fighting on 

until we defeat the enemy. My prayers are that we do this together united in 

Christ. Unity is strength, when there is teamwork and collaboration, wonder-

ful things can be achieved. 

Believers are never told to become one, we are already one and we are ex-

pected to act like it. Apostle Paul’s vision of the body of Christ is of a unity 

which consists in diversity. We are told to live in unity. Our unity is based on 

the essentials of our faith and we need to grow in our faith. Every individual 

believer is part of the body of Christ. It’s not that we are trying to be part of 

the body, we are part of the body!. 

Ephesians 1:5 tells us that we have been adopted into His family through 

Christ. One mark of a maturing believer is that he/she will be unified or grow-

ing in his/her desire to be unified with other believers. Jesus not only prayed 

for unity, but He gave the reasons that Christian unity is important: He asked 

that all believers may be in the Father and the Son, “so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me” (John 17:21). Then Jesus prayed for “complete 

unity” so that “the world will know that you sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me” (verse 23). When Christians are united in Christ, 

the world sees two things clearly: Jesus was sent by the Father, and Jesus 

loves His church. 

In Romans 15:5–6, we see another, more general reason that Christian unity 

is important: “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live 

in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together 

you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

The bottom line is God’s glory. God’s people should be speaking with one voice 

in glorifying God. 

Christian unity comes with Christian maturity, and it is always something 

that we strive to attain. Paul instructs us to “make every effort to keep the 

Continued on Page 2 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2017.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2015.5%E2%80%936
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unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). Helping us 

toward that unity are the gifts of the Spirit. God has given each Chris-

tian different gifts, and their exercise in the edification of the church leads 

to more and more unity. One purpose of the gifts is that “we all reach unity 

in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, at-

taining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 1:13). 

To promote Christian unity, God presents the church in 1 Corinthians 

12:12–27 as a living body. The body has many members, each with special-

ized work to do, but all the parts are united in the Head of the Body, which 

is Christ (see Ephesians 4:15). 

Christians naturally form local communities in which no one needs to re-

joice or suffer alone (Romans 12:15; 1 Corinthians 12:26). Christians from 

many different backgrounds working in unity display the power of the gos-

pel and the universality of its saving message (Galatians 3:26–28). Chris-

tians bring honor to God’s name by pursuing unity in the power of the Holy 

Spirit who brings us together as one through faith in Christ. 

Christian unity is a virtue, but there are some things that can and should 

limit unity. We don’t pursue unity simply for the sake of unity; it is Christ 

and His truth that unite us. Scripturally, we are to separate from professed 

brothers and sisters in Christ who live in persistent, unrepentant sin 

(Matthew 18:15–17; 1 Corinthians 5:1–2) and from those who teach false 

doctrine (Revelation 2:14–15). “Watch out for those who cause divisions and 

put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have 

learned. Keep away from them” (Romans 16:17). 

As Ephesians 4:13 intimates, we won’t reach full Christian unity until we 

attain “to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” So we probably won’t 

fully realize Christian unity in this world. But we strive for it. The unity 

that faith in Christ brings extends God’s love on earth and demonstrates 

the truth of who Jesus is. Unity in the church also foreshadows the worship 

in heaven, where a great multitude “from every nation, tribe, people and 

language” stands before God and cries out with a loud voice, “Salvation be-

longs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9–

10). 

As we strive to strengthen our fellowship and unity, let us read and take 

note of everything captured throughout this newsletter. There are a lot of 

activities that have taken place in our Church in the resent past as cap-

tured in here and there are a lot ahead of us which we all need to keep in 

our daily prayers and plan to participate as much as we can so that we can 

achieve our goals all to the glory of God. 

Your Rector, The Rev. Joseph Mumita 

 

 

 

Church School  

Program Director 

Church School 

Teachers 

Fall Festival  

Volunteers 

Fair donations needed 

IMMEDIATE 

HELP IS 

NEEDED 

I didn’t find my friends, the good God gave them to me. 

     Ralph Waldo Emerson 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.3
https://www.gotquestions.org/spiritual-gifts.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.12%E2%80%9327
https://www.gotquestions.org/body-of-Christ.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%203.26%E2%80%9328
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2018.15%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%205.1%E2%80%932
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%202.14%E2%80%9315
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2016.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%207.9%E2%80%9310
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%207.9%E2%80%9310


Homecoming Sunday     ~           Dane & Beverly Kimball 

Homecoming is always a great time to greet old friends while enjoying 

a delicious cook-out after our summer break.  It has been way too long 

since we have been able to relax and visit after church.   

Hamburgers & hot dogs will be grilled 

Parishioners are asked to bring a side dish or desert to share 

Come try your hand at corn hole… 

How about Bocce on the Rectory lawn 

 

Church School registration 

Information on our ministries (volunteer opportunities) 

 

Bring your family and invite your friends 
 

Bev and Dane are looking for helpers to set up tables and help cook. 

LET’S GET  

TOGETHER 

Good food 

Socialization 

Fun & games 
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Join us on  

Thursdays 

at NOON 

Parish Hall 

Senior 

Lunches 

September 9 
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Senior Lunches Return   

BEGINNING September 9, 2021 

Join us each Thursday at noon in the Parish Hall 

Episcopal Church of St. Thomas 

111 High Street; Taunton, MA 

Lunch will be served 

Programs and resources will be offered 

Prizes     Games     Speakers     Food     Fun 

Recipes     Friends     Takeaways 

…..and so much more! 

Sponsored by Our Daily Bread Food & Resource Center and 

the Episcopal Church of St. Thomas 

Save the Date ~ Tasting for a Cause 

Our Daily Bread will be hosting their 4th annual Tasting for a 
Cause on Friday, October 1st from 6-9 PM at Fore Kicks. Tickets are 

just $25.00. All proceeds benefit this vital ministry.  

ODB  

Fundraiser 
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O gracious and loving God, you work eve-

rywhere reconciling, loving and healing 

your people and your creation.  In your 

Son, and through the power of your Holy 

Spirit, you invite each of us to join you in 

your work.  We, young and old, lay and 

ordained, ask you to form us more and 

more in your image and likeness, 

through our prayer and worship of you 

and through the study of your scripture, 

that our eyes will be fully opened to your 

mission in the work.  Then, God, into our 

communities, our nation and the world, 

send us to serve with Christ taking risks 

to give life and hope to all people and all 

of your creation.  We ask this in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 

Prayer for our Mission Pray for our Military 

 

 

Megan Drewniak 

Adam Dyke 

William Marsh IV 

Donald Souza 

Noel Souza 

Ryan Vohnoutka 

Christopher French 

Alex Bolton 

Scott Larson 

Jay Devinger 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

Paul Boudreau 

Mark Mazelli 

Christina Latour 

Frank Costa 

Avis Leary 

Jacqui White 

 

Please pray for all who are sick 

& shut-in… 

 

Joe Andrade 

Wayne Perkins 

Julie Moore 

Virginia Ames 

Judy Lincoln 

Janice Crepeau 

Sandy Trauterman 

Ken LeGrice 

Carol Russell 

Lou Raposa 

 

Please contact the church 
office with any pastoral 
emergencies.  Please be 
sure to notify the church 

office of anyone in the 
parish who is ill and/or in 

the hospital. 
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WANTED 

Teachers &  

Assistants 
 (CORI and Safe Church 

Training required) 

Lesson plans are  

provided. 

For more information 
or to volunteer, contact 

Christina Latour 
cmlatour97@gmail.com 

We look forward to visiting with you all again following the 
10 AM service, so please join us. 

We are looking for hosts and hostesses for each of the fol-
lowing Sundays, please contact the office to volunteer 508-

824-9595.  

August 29   ~   September 19  ~  September 26 

Coffee Hour is Back     

Church School Teachers and Assistants Wanted 

We have one teacher and one assistant signed up to 

teach Sunday School. We need your help to make this 

program all that God has in store for our youngest pa-

rishioners. 

(Requires a CORI check and Safe Church Training.) 

For more information, please con-

tact Christina Latour via email 

at cmlatour97@gmail.com. 

 

Church School registration forms will be availa-

ble during Homecoming Sunday. 

mailto:cmlatour97@gmail.com
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Home Plate ~ Bay Street Grille 

September 21, 2021 
 

Enjoy lunch or dinner with your fam-

ily and friends and present this ticket 

with your bill.  St. Thomas Church 

will receive 20% of your bill.  This 

offer is good on sit-down meals, take-

out orders as well as gift certificates 

purchased.  

This ticket should be cut out, copied 

and given to your family and friends, 

and take one with you to Home Plate.  

NOTE:  No tickets are allowed to be 

distributed at Home Plate Restau-

rant at any time. 

 

SEE YOU THERE! 

Episcopal Church of St Thomas 

Supports 

Episcopal Church of 

St Thomas 

Bring this ticket to  

Home Plate Bay St. Grill on 
 

 

Good for dine-in, take-out  

and gift card purchases. 

Tickets cannot be distributed  

at any time at Home Plate. 
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2021 Fundraisers / Events ~ Save the Dates  

Several fundraisers have been planned for the year so please save the dates, 

watch for more information and plan to volunteer your time and talents. 

   

   September 12 ~ Homecoming cookout (Beverly and Dane Kimball) 

   September 21 ~ Home Plate Bay Street Grill Fundraiser 

   October 3 ~               Betty Angell May Breakfast 

   November 6 & 7 ~ Fall Festival (Jacqui White) 

  December ~             Calendar Raffle (money prizes donated by Vestry) 

    Sales of sweatshirts, t-shirts and polo shirts continues 

   December 7 ~  Home Plate Bay Street Grill Fundraiser 

 

EAT IN 

TAKE OUT 

GIFT CARDS 

...present ticket 

with your order 

Home Plate Fundraiser 

 

SUPPORT 

OUR 

FUND-

RAISERS 

The next Home Plate Fundraiser 

is scheduled for December 7th.  

Think Christmas and purchase 

gift cards. 
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St. Thomas Fall Festival     Jacqui White 

NEXT  

PLANNING 

MEETING   

September 5 

11:30 AM 

This is a major fundraiser,  

please offer your support 

Jacqui & Jim White (Chairs) 

jmwhite1020@gmail.com 

 Plans are well underway for our Fall Festival but many hands are 

still needed. Jacqui is looking for volunteers to Chair some booths 

and others to work the booths and serve as ‘floaters’ during the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Cafeteria offers a variety of luncheon and snack items including 

sandwiches, chowders, chili and much more 

Plan to enjoy lunch in our cafeteria on Saturday and Sunday  

 A variety of our favorite vendors will be joining us again this year. 

Kim Avila ~ Alpaca products 

Chocolates by Jeanne ~ Chocolates & Popcorn 

D&J Associates (Joni Tantillo) ~ Jewelry, Greeting Cards, Bird Houses, 

Wall hangings 

Diane Huggin ~ All things Photography 

Lorna Medeiros ~ Handmade clothing items 

Messages by Max ~ Handcrafted greeting cards 

Willowsong (Carol Tardiff) ~ Copper jewelry, wool felted amulet bags, 

spirit vessels 

Looking for donations 

Bid Board items 

Themed Baskets 

Crafts 

Handmade items 

Bakery 

White Elephant items 

Farm stand items 

Scratch Tickets 

($1, $2, & $5) 

NEED CHAIRS 

Bakery/Pies 

Basket Raffle 

Children’s Crafts 

Knits/Stitches/Crafts 

Roll-ups ~ Children’s 

 

Bid Board ~ Cheryl Medeiros/Sandi Mongiovi 

Cafeteria ~ Renee Vitale/Steve Lombardi 

Farm Stand ~ Alix McNamee 

Jewelry & Jazz ~ Kim Avila 

Raffle, Quilt ~ Carole Hunt 

Raffle, Money Wreath ~ Bev & Dane Kimball 

Roll-ups ~ Adult ~ Paul Boudreau 

White Elephants ~ June Perkins/Joanne Stevens 

AFTER FAIR DINNER ~ Paul Boudreau 

Sewing Enthusiasts Wanted 

If you would like to join in on a sewing circle, bring your machine to the 

Coram Lounge on Thursday, August 26th from 6-8ish pm. Join Carol 

Hunt and Jacqui White as they stitch projects for our knits and stitches 

table at the fall fair  

It is well with me only when I have a chisel in my hand.                          

     Michelangelo 
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Join Us on Sundays Through Facebook Live 

If you are not able to join us personally on Sunday mornings, you can join us 

on Facebook Live each Sunday at 10 AM or tune in anytime during the week.  

Come celebrate with the Rev. Joseph Mumita.  (Note, the 8 AM service will 

NOT be held virtually.) 

Bible Study Group 

Fr. Joseph is leading a Bible Study group on Friday evenings from 6:30 PM to  

7:30 PM.  The group is meeting virtually. 

JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING:  

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88629644757?  
 pwd=Z1dZeU5HWEY0dGFwRS9jWGo0OExyZz09 

  Meeting ID: 886 2964 4757 
  Passcode: 285924 

Find your local number:  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcGxBUjX0j   

l Link 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,88629644757#,,,,*285924# 
US (Washington DC) 

+13126266799,,88629644757#,,,,*285924# 
US (Chicago) 

 

Dial by your location 

    +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

    +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

   +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 

    +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

    +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

    +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

A mobile vax clinic was held by Our Daily Bread on Friday Au-

gust 13th and nine (9) Johnson & Johnson vaccinations were 

administered. 

ODB is still looking for donations of men’s socks, t-shirts 

(M,L,XL), and boxers (S,M,L) 

Please support “Tasting for a Cause” on October 1st. 

Our Daily Bread News 

DONATIONS to support ODB can be made on line at tauntonsoupkitchen.org 

or by sending a check made payable to Our Daily Bread to 111 High Street; 

Taunton, MA 02780 

The spiritual life of the world has burned during all these centuries with the 

pure flame first kindled by the sublime mystic of the Galilean Hills. 

        John Morley 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001cwZN4yoGoqba175MROxXhqv5_8iiHrANvlW0WzomKej0DPrdw3YgHeHsuI9zYDRJ7n_xfcm0T9X7DzuWLKP6OsG22ATRrsYO3KB7_pQBmb6aZ8G4e2HFleOd-H4ZyA7t91fIl8iSmtnNVcUE50wU3htRQyhvlxtFth-gU
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001cwZN4yoGoqba175MROxXhqv5_8iiHrANvlW0WzomKej0DPrdw3YgHeHsuI9zYDRJ7n_xfcm0T9X7DzuWLKP6OsG22ATRrsYO3KB7_pQBmb6aZ8G4e2HFleOd-H4ZyA7t91fIl8iSmtnNVcUE50wU3htRQyhvlxtFth-gU
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001cwZN4yoGoqba175MROxXhqv5_8iiHrANvlW0WzomKej0DPrdw3YgHeHsuI9zYDRJsBXDwx1duBnWjGrc-UlQNGwEUlg4c64f42eaf6SnjhGzxxf3XagqlEHworVOWbqjkR4rMA3jVbvC6FUVsTXGxkT9BXlBc3Gcg6yZ9
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Yard Sale held  

Photos courtesy of Christina Latour 

God sent us the most perfect day to hold our annual Yard Sale. Thank 

you to all donated items and volunteered their time. Items are still be-

ing sold and money is still coming in.  Profit to date is $2,030.50. 

Thanks to the many 

volunteers: 

Tim Audyatis, Lisa 

Benedetti, Paul Bou-

dreau, Kirk 

Cleathero, Lisa Doda-

ro, Bob Feltmate, An-

drew Francis, Marge 

Largey, Christina 

Latour, Steve Lom-

bardi, Anna Loura, 

Mark Mazelli and 

sons Alex & Matthew, 

Alix & Bob McNamee, 

Cheryl & Jim Medei-

ros, Sandi Mongiovi, 

June Perkins, Santos 

Family, Joanne Ste-

vens, Deacon Virgilio,  

Rev. Joseph Mumita 

and Daniel, Joanne & 

nephew  



Helping ODB 

and our Homeless 
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From our Treasurer 

Thank you for supporting St. Thomas and our ministries in everything 

you do. We greatly appreciate your contributions. Stay tuned for more 

information about the many opportunities we have to serve God and our 

community. 

If you wish to send donations please consider these options: bringing or 

mailing a pledge envelope to church, using the donate button found on 

the Vanco option available on our website.   

Please contact the church office if you need help using Vanco, or you'd 

like to change the way in which you support St. Thomas and its minis-

tries. Volunteer inquiries are always welcome as well. 

Ministry Opportunities to Consider 

Worship 

Altar Guild 

Eucharistic Ministers 

Greeters 

Lectors 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

Memorial Flowers & Tributes 

Healing Prayers 

Music 

Stewardship 

Prayer Group 

Weekly Bible Study 

Sacramental Worship 

Baptisms 

Cemetery 

Confirmation or Reception 

Funerals 

Weddings 

Publications 

Constant Contact 

Vineyard 

Grapevine 

Hospitality 

Coffee Hour 

Homecoming 

Newcomers 

Senior Lunch 

Senior Sack 

Children & Youth 

Acolytes 

Church School 

Scholarships 

Summer Camp 

Fundraisers 

Betty Angell May Breakfast 

Fall Fair 

Lobster Roll Day 

Yard Sale 

Committees & Governance 

Vestry 

Audit Committee 

Building & Grounds 

Communications Committee 

Finance Committee 

Fundraising Committee 

Scholarship Committee 

Stewardship Committee 

Diocesan Committees 

Convention Delegate 

Taunton River Deanery Dele-

gate 

Outreach 

Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen  

   and Resource Center 

Mission Trips 

 

 

A complete list of the above ministry opportunities with descriptions of each will 

be available at Homecoming or by contacting the church office at (508) 824-9595. 

There are so many ways in which you can become involved in the life of this 

church and we welcome you to inquire about any or all of those noted above. Ad-

ditionally, if God has placed a mission on your heart, please feel free to submit a 

proposal to our Vestry. 



BRIEF HISTORY—Thomas Coram, a wealthy sea captain and philanthropist, arrived 

from England in the 1690’s and established a successful shipyard on the Taunton River.  

He returned to London in 1703 and left behind 59 acres of land in trust and a substan-

tial collection of books to help found a Church of England in Taunton. 
 

Twenty-five years later Thomas Coram’s intent was carried out.  In 1728 a congregation 

of lay persons gathered and a small church was built on the outskirts of town near the 

Three Mile River on what is now Tremont Street.  Although the land trust was no longer 

available, Coram’s library of books became the basis for the young parish’s ministry.  The 

church was named St. Thomas. 
 

During the Revolution, St. Thomas Church, like most Episcopal Churches, fell upon hard 

times and was closed for a number of years as were many others in the area.  The build-

ing itself stood unused and blew down in the Gale of 1815.  In 1820 the parish was 

incorporated.  In 1828 the Vestry voted to seek a minister who was called and then a 

new building was erected in the center of Taunton on High Street across from the pre-

sent building. 
 

The church grew rapidly leading to the enlargement of the building in the 1840’s and 

this, too, was soon outgrown.  The third and present structure designed by Richard 

Upjohn was consecrated in 1859.  A chapel was added in 1869.  A fire gutted the 

Church sanctuary in 1898, but it was rebuilt with the addition of a large three-manual 

Jardine organ in 1899. 
 

The historically significant 1759 McKinstry House (present rectory) adjacent to the 

church was purchased in 1907 for use as a Sunday School.  In 1910 Mr. & Mrs. Walter 

Cabot Baylies donated a Sunday School building.  This parish house has proven to be of 

immeasurable value throughout the years to the church and to the entire community.  In 

1960 ground was broken for an addition to the parish house which completed the com-

plex of buildings as we know it today. 

Acolytes—Lisa Benedetti 

Altar Guild—Sandi Mongiovi 

Archives—Marge Largey 

Branding Committee—Andrew Francis 

               Mark Mazelli 

Brown Bag Program— Maribeth Ferreira, ODB 

Building & Grounds—Paul Boudreau,  

   Bob Feltmate (Jr. Warden) 

Christian Education— 

Coffee Hour -  

Communication Committee—Lisa Benedetti 

Counters— 

Facebook—Joan Blake 

Fair— Jacqui & Jim White 

Finance Committee—  

 Budget -    

 Insurance - 

 Investment - 

 Stewardship -  

Flower Committee—Cheryl Medeiros 

Fundraising Committee—Paul Boudreau / Vestry 

Grapevine—Beverly Kimball 

Healing Prayer Ministry— Donna Francis 

Hospitality/Newcomers -  

Historian— 

Lobster Roll Day—Paul Boudreau 

Mission Trips— Paul Boudreau, Lisa Benedetti, Andrew 

       Francis, Kim Avila 

Haiti Micah Fund—Paul Boudreau 

Music Committee— 

Our Daily Bread—Maribeth Ferreira 

Our Daily Bread Liaison - Sandi Mongiovi 

Pastoral Care Team/Visitations— Avis Leary, Alan Dennen 

Planning & Strategy - 

Property Rentals—Paul Boudreau, Andrew Francis 

Scholarship Committee—Kirk Cleathero 

Senior Ministry—Avis Leary  

Spiritual Development— 

Ushers/Greeters—  

Waldron-Gibson House (School Street) — 

Wine & Cheese Reception Coordinator— 

Yard Sale -  Paul Boudreau 

On-Going Committees        Consider joining one or more of these committees 
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The mission of the church is to 

restore all people to unity with 

God and each other in Christ. 

To Welcome and Grow in Love. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

111 High Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 
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