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Do Not Be afraid For I Am With You. 

“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) These words came to me as we 

closed over to the New Year. We held our hands together as a family 

for prayers and thanksgiving to God a few minutes before the mid-

night on December 31st 2020. In that moment of prayer, I vividly 

heard these words dropped in my heart, fear not I am with you. God 

confirmed to me that despite the painful, difficult and stressful year 

many went through in the year 2020, that His plans for us in the year 

2021 is for us to overcome all the odds and obstacles that may come 

our way. 

His desire is for us to take a position of 

courage and not fear because fear is a 

Our 293rd Annual Meeting 

 Continued on Page 3 

The 293rd Annual Meeting of the Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, Taunton 

will be held on Sunday, February 14, 2021. The Meeting will be held in the 

main church following the 10 AM service where social distancing will be fol-

lowed.  There will also be a Zoom option for those not feeling comfortable 

about being present in church. 

• Record of the 292nd Annual Meeting will be presented 

• Financial Report will be presented 

• Election of Sr. Warden, Jr. Warden, Clerk, Treasurer, Vestry (3 members 

for a three-year term and 1 member for a one-year term), Diocesan Con-

vention delegates and Deanery representatives. 

• New members will have the opportunity to sign the Register at this time. 

• NOMINATING COMMITTEE (Cheryl Medeiros, Andrew Francis, Gayle 

Raposa, Christina Latour, Bob Feltmate) will meet on February 2nd. 

 Anyone who would like to consider running for office should contact 

 one of the members of the Nominating Committee. 

~ ~ ~ 

DEADLINE for submitting reports of all committees is 

January 31, 2021 to Lynn in the church office. 
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O gracious and loving God, you work eve-

rywhere reconciling, loving and healing 

your people and your creation.  In your 

Son, and through the power of your Holy 

Spirit, you invite each of us to join you in 

your work.  We, young and old, lay and 

ordained, ask you to form us more and 

more in your image and likeness, 

through our prayer and worship of you 

and through the study of your scripture, 

that our eyes will be fully opened to your 

mission in the work.  Then, God, into our 

communities, our nation and the world, 

send us to serve with Christ taking risks 

to give life and hope to all people and all 

of your creation.  We ask this in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 

Prayer for our Mission Pray for our Military 

 

 

Daniel Snowdall 

Megan Drewniak 

Adam Dyke 

William Marsh IV 

Donald Souza 

Noel Souza 

Ryan Vohnoutka 

Christopher French 

Alex Bolton 

Scott Larson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

Paul Boudreau 

Mark Mazelli 

Christina Latour 

Frank Costa 

Avis Leary 

Jacqui White 

 

Please pray for all who are sick 

& shut-in… 

 

Joe Andrade 

Wayne Perkins 

Julie Moore 

Joann Frazier 

Virginia Ames 

Judy Lincoln 

Janice Crepeau 

Dan Stevens 

 

Please contact the church 
office with any pastoral 
emergencies.  Be sure to 
inform Lynn if you know 
of anyone in the parish 
who is ill and/or in the 

hospital. 

 

Pray for Our Dearly Departed  Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them. 
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Eunice Short 

Called home  

January 13, 2021 

Dear and faithful servant 

Grayce Dyke 

Called home January 21, 2021 

Mother of Brian Dyke 
Dear and faithful servant 

Home Plate Fundraiser Profit 

Our December Home Plate fundraiser netted a profit of $158.28 Unfortu-

nately, we were not allowed to host a raffle table at that time due to social 

distancing requirements.  A huge thank you to everyone who participated.  

The next Home Plate fundraiser will be in March (a date is being consid-

ered, watch for more details in the next Grapevine). 

REMEMBER— 

If you do not feel comfortable eating out yet… 

take-out orders and gift certificates all contribute to the profits we make.  

  

Thank you to Paul Boudreau for his work in organizing these events. 

Joan Andrade 

Called home January 27, 2021 

Wife of Joe Andrade, Sister of Carol Crepeau 
Dear and faithful servant 
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E-MAIL REQUEST   

If you have not been re-

ceiving the news and an-

nouncements we send 

electronically, please send 

your email to 

lynnclifford1@comcast.net, 

so that we can make sure 

you get updated infor-

mation.  This is important 

not only because we send 

the most up-to-date infor-

mation on our activities via 

the Internet, but also be-

cause we give notice by 

email in the event of a 

weather cancellation. 

Also, if you have changed 

your e-mail address, please 

be sure we have your cur-

rent one. Send to church 

office or print on sheet in 

the church. 

~ ~ ~ 

If you would like to re-

ceive your Grapevine 

electronically, please e-

mail 

bevdanek@outlook.com 
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Rector’s Message     Continued from Page 1 

weapon used by the devil to hold us back, to intimidate God’s children so 

that we can be destructed from focusing on God and his promises for us. 

Based on my experience and having heard from God I would like to en-

courage you all to not entertain fear regardless of the reality of our world 

today suffering from pandemic and many other economic and social chal-

lenges, His promise for us is that He will be with us, He will strengthen 

us, He will uphold us with His righteous hand. 

David in Psalm 56:3 said “When I am afraid I put my trust in you.” Can 

you imagine and practically put your whole trust in God? He wants us to 

trust in him because He alone knows our end from the beginning, He 

alone holds our future, He alone holds our destiny in his hands. All He 

requires from us is to trust in Him. Look at what (Psalm 94:19) says “In 

the multitude of my anxieties within me, your comforts delight my soul.”  

This means that even at the height of our anxiety if we can look up to 

Him and let Him take us through that very moment, we will experience 

his comfort in our souls. 

I, therefore, invite and encourage you to not give up. Get back to the posi-

tion God had placed you in your service to him, to the Church and our 

community. God is waiting for you to learn to trust in Him in every area 

of your life. My prayers for you all are that you will make it in this year 

and that God will locate you wherever you are as long as you are faithful-

ly serving Him and others for His own glory. Let us rededicate and re-

commit ourselves in our service, our giving and our mission together. 

Amen..! 

From Your Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Mumita 

. 

MAKE A PEARL 

Most of us can afford to take a lesson from the oyster.  The most extraordinary 

thing about the oyster is this.  Irritations get into his shell.  He does not like 

them; he tries to get rid of them.  But when he cannot get rid of them, he settles 

down to make of them one of the most beautiful things in the world.  He uses the 

irritation to do the loveliest thing that an oyster ever has a chance to do. 

If there are irritations in our lives today, there is only one prescription: make a 

pearl.  It may have to be a pearl of patience, but, anyhow, make a pearl.   

And it takes faith and love to do it. 

Harry Emerson Fosdick 
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~ GRAPEVINE DEADLINE ~  March Grapevine deadline is February 21st.  
Send articles to Beverly Kimball 

(h) (508) 697-6667 ~ e-mail: bevdanek@outlook.com 
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Report of Calendar Fundraiser    

Thank you to all who purchased a calendar for the January calendar raffles.  

A profit to date is $2,160 with a few late purchases still be to recorded.   

Winners to date include: 

 1/1 $100 cash    Bernice Abisso 

 1/2 Wine Basket    Bob Wilbur 

 1/3 $25 Dunkin Donut GC   Camden Cleathero 

 1/4 Chocolate Basket   Joanne Stevens 

 1/5 Dove Beauty Basket   Andy Blake 

 1/6 Walmart Gift Card   Jon Belenger 

 1/7 Ancestry DNA Kit   Amanda Doherty 

 1/8 $50 Creative Comforts GC  Steve Lombardi 

 1/9 $30 Home Plate GC   James Tantillo 

 1/10 100% Organic Cotton Blanket  Steve Lombardi  

 1/11 $25 Target GC    Elizabeth McNamee 

 1/12 $25 minute Life Coaching Session Patricia Griffin 

 1/13 $50 Scratch Tickets   Jon Belenger 

 1/14 $25 Home Depot GC   Robert Marsden 

 1/15 Yankee Candle Basket   Matthew Stagliola 

 1/16 Bath & Spa Décor Basket  Dave Edwards 

 1/17 Wine Basket    Allen Dennen 

 1/18 Vanilla & Ginger relaxation kit Kirk Cleathero 

 1/19 Baby gift basket   Laura Rankin 

 1/20 $50 cash    Dave & Judy Cleathero 

 1/21 Yankee Candle Basket   Virginia Norcutt 

 1/22 $25 Panera GC    Tabetha Hancock 

 1/23 $25 scratch tickets   Liam Drewniak   

 1/24 $25 Home Depot GC   Patricia Griffin 

 1/25 

 1/26 

 1/27 

 1/28  Still time to win.  The final 7 names will be 

 1/29  drawn on Sunday, January 31st. 

 1/30 

 1/31 

Finance Committee Meets 

The Finance Committee will meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the 

Coram Lounge at 5:00 PM under the direction of Andrew Francis, Treasurer. 

If you would like to join this Committee, please contact Andrew. 

The Committee will be working out details on rental of our property—rectory 

and parish hall—regarding cost and contracts.   

Photo above shows our 

Sexton, Paul Boudreau 

holding the Bath & Spa 

Décor Basket won by Da-

vid Edwards and below 

Renee Vitale holds the 

organic cotton blanket 

and $50 creative comforts 

GC won by her husband, 

Steve Lombardi..   

 
(Photos taken from St. Thomas  

Happenings column.) 
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We are in the process of updating the Parish Directory.  If you DO NOT want 

to be listed in the directory, please contact Lynn in the church office at (508) 

924-9595 so your name can be removed. 

If you have made changes to telephones, e-mail addresses or home addresses, 

please let Lynn know so she can update your information. 

Thank you. 

Join Us on Sundays Through Facebook Live 

Church Directory Update     

If you are not able to join us personally on Sunday mornings, you can join us on 

Facebook Live each Sunday at 10 AM.  (Note, the 8 AM service will NOT be 

held virtually.  Come celebrate with the Rev. Joseph Mumita 

Bible Study Group 
Fr. Joseph is leading a Bible Study group on Friday evenings from 6 PM to 7 

PM.  The group is meeting in person with a virtual option for those wanting to 

join in from home.  

JOIN THE ZOOM MEETING: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85389539405?
pwd=aDlZZ0x3K1UvekI1ZjRhZmN5a0F0QT09 

Meeting ID: 853 8953 9405 
Passcode: 564538 

Find your local number:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/

k2bxi8e5I 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,85389539405#,,,,*5645
38# US (Chicago) 

+19292056099,,85389539405#,,,,*564
538# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

    +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

    +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

    +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington 
D.C) 

    +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

    +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

    +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

What is home without a Bible? 

‘Tis a home where daily bread 

For the body is provided, 

But the soul is never fed. 

C. D. Meigs 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001hhjG2DKd4aeEV2SjjItsqKKXpQ05EMxG-PYuSgTzJqCSV-MD7xelDNZgKS_PQghiWvgC-wZ69JMf5BnpH-YLj4YaTXC9RIkEB1kq2Tbpv-D67D_yHOpqgzzUWxCNlF79UVpTqdfkMixmhX-08K6RPfaR0pJg7wtYc3dM1
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001hhjG2DKd4aeEV2SjjItsqKKXpQ05EMxG-PYuSgTzJqCSV-MD7xelDNZgKS_PQghiWvgC-wZ69JMf5BnpH-YLj4YaTXC9RIkEB1kq2Tbpv-D67D_yHOpqgzzUWxCNlF79UVpTqdfkMixmhX-08K6RPfaR0pJg7wtYc3dM1
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001hhjG2DKd4aeEV2SjjItsqKKXpQ05EMxG-PYuSgTzJqCSV-MD7xelDNZgKS_PQghiHGr5ZDhHH-TBc7qYMiS2EQWhgy_ESWINYiri2RfYV2qBrgSfMbDkWyZBtkJe4PENs4s9nPY4umgJq0yRrQqL3bPJEKKp4KyM%26c%
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001hhjG2DKd4aeEV2SjjItsqKKXpQ05EMxG-PYuSgTzJqCSV-MD7xelDNZgKS_PQghiHGr5ZDhHH-TBc7qYMiS2EQWhgy_ESWINYiri2RfYV2qBrgSfMbDkWyZBtkJe4PENs4s9nPY4umgJq0yRrQqL3bPJEKKp4KyM%26c%
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On Sunday, January 10th, we had a visit from Guest Priest The Rev. Zachary 

Njogu Kinyua and four of his participants in his Youth Ministry program at St. 

Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Lynn, MA.  

The Rev. Zachary Njogu Kinyua is a missionary from Kenya who has 

“enlivened the very robust music program” at St. Stephen’s.  He is proficient on 

many different musical instruments and shares his talents with the program 

participants.  The program presently consists of about 20 young people who 

travel to different churches enlightening us through song.  However, music is 

not their only offering.  There are many other ways in which these young people 

are involved through missionary work.             Photos courtesy of Dane Kimball 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s Youth Ministry Visits              

  St. Thomas’ Music Program  

We at St. Thomas are blessed to have caring musicians to brighten our Sun-

day worship at our 10 AM Eucharist. 

 

We are blessed to have a dedicated parishioner, Lou Raposa, who has volun-

teered his time and talents entertaining us for several years with his guitar 

solos during the Eucharist.  Following the elimination of our choir and organ-

ist, Lou continued to volunteer his time and talent to ensure the music minis-

try continued. He worked diligently to find music to compliment the Gospel 

message and lessons of the day and often gathered children to sing.  During 

the COVID shut-down when the services were taped, Lou continued to provide 

his guitar music and continues now, working with our volunteer organist and 

Fr. Joseph in any way he can to enhance our worship with guitar and song. 

 

For our Christmas Eve Eucharist we were pleased to hear our beautiful Jardin 

Organ once again as Atsuko Jozaki agreed to provide organ music. A native of 

Japan, Atsuko Jozaki has studied in several prestigious institutions world-

wide and earned her doctoral degree from Boston University (D.M.A.).  She 

has received many scholarships and won the Student Soloist Award from 

Stanford University and was chosen a member of an honorary society for mu-

sic, Pi Kappa Lambda at Boston University.  She has been a member of Brook-

line Music School faculty since 1999.  She serves as Organist at Grace Episco-

pal Church in Everett where Fr. Joseph met her during his tenure there.  

Atsuko Jozaki continues to volunteer her time and talents, travelling close to 

an hour each week, to play our organ during our 10 AM worship services while 

her home parish is closed due to COVID. 

 

Thank You 

Lou Raposa 

Guitar Soloist 

 

Thank You 

Atsuko Jozaki 

at the organ 

 

Thank you to Rev. 

Zachary Njogu 

Kinyua and his 

youth singers for 

their inspiration. 
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Request for 

donations  
of baked 

goods. 

Our Daily Bread Update              

Building & Grounds                           

Attention all bakers! 

ODB typically serves about 50 clients each day and offers a sweet treat to 

each of them.  As they no longer receive regular donations from local busi-

nesses as they have in the past, Maribeth would gladly accept donations of 

baked goods. 

As we find ourselves at home more now thanks to COVID and looking for 

things to do, consider helping Our Daily Bread through the donation of 

sweets. 

Donations can be dropped off in the church office weekday mornings. 

St. Thomas Financial Status     

• Lopes has measured the area for the new ramp to parish hall (replace and 

bring up to code).  The permit process with the City is now complete.  We 

are awaiting a date from G. Lopes Co. as to when the ramp will be done.   

• The parish hall is complete.  Plans are underway to stage the hall and 

photograph it for advertising purposes with the hopes of getting some 

rental dates. 

 

BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

The meetings of the Building & Grounds Committee will be held on the 4th 

Sunday of each month at 11:30 AM in the Coram Lounge under the direction 

of Bob Feltmate, Jr. Warden, and Paul Boudreau, Sexton. Anyone interested 

in joining this Committee should contact either Bob or Paul. 

With parishioners not attending services in person due to COVID concerns, 

pledge money has not been coming in on a regular basis. It has been necessary 

to draw down considerable funds in order to cover expenses—salaries, utilities, 

etc. We ask that you please send in your pledges and if you feel you can, mak-

ing an additional donation would be much appreciated and very helpful. 

A full report of the churches finances will be available at the Annual Meeting.  

If you are not able to attend the Meeting in person, you may obtain a report 

from the church office. 

If you have not already turned in your pledge card for 2021, we ask that you 

give prayerful thought as to how you can help St. Thomas this year.  We can 

really use your help. 



BRIEF HISTORY—Thomas Coram, a wealthy sea captain and philanthropist, arrived 

from England in the 1690’s and established a successful shipyard on the Taunton River.  

He returned to London in 1703 and left behind 59 acres of land in trust and a substan-

tial collection of books to help found a Church of England in Taunton. 
 

Twenty-five years later Thomas Coram’s intent was carried out.  In 1728 a congregation 

of lay persons gathered and a small church was built on the outskirts of town near the 

Three Mile River on what is now Tremont Street.  Although the land trust was no longer 

available, Coram’s library of books became the basis for the young parish’s ministry.  The 

church was named St. Thomas. 
 

During the Revolution, St. Thomas Church, like most Episcopal Churches, fell upon hard 

times and was closed for a number of years as were many others in the area.  The build-

ing itself stood unused and blew down in the Gale of 1815.  In 1820 the parish was 

incorporated.  In 1828 the Vestry voted to seek a minister who was called and then a 

new building was erected in the center of Taunton on High Street across from the pre-

sent building. 
 

The church grew rapidly leading to the enlargement of the building in the 1840’s and 

this, too, was soon outgrown.  The third and present structure designed by Richard 

Upjohn was consecrated in 1859.  A chapel was added in 1869.  A fire gutted the 

Church sanctuary in 1898, but it was rebuilt with the addition of a large three-manual 

Jardine organ in 1899. 
 

The historically significant 1759 McKinstry House (present rectory) adjacent to the 

church was purchased in 1907 for use as a Sunday School.  In 1910 Mr. & Mrs. Walter 

Cabot Baylies donated a Sunday School building.  This parish house has proven to be of 

immeasurable value throughout the years to the church and to the entire community.  In 

1960 ground was broken for an addition to the parish house which completed the com-

plex of buildings as we know it today. 

Acolytes—Lisa Benedetti 

Altar Guild—Sandi Mongiovi 

Archives—Marge Largey 

Branding Committee—Andrew Francis 

               Mark Mazelli 

Brown Bag Program—Lynn Clifford 

Building & Grounds—Paul Boudreau,  

   Bob Feltmate (Jr. Warden) 

Christian Education— 

Coffee Hour - Lynn Clifford 

Communication Committee—Lisa Benedetti 

Counters—Sarah Walker 

Facebook—Joan Blake 

Fair— Jacqui & Jim White 

Finance Committee—  

 Budget -    

 Insurance - 

 Investment - 

 Stewardship -  

Flower Committee—Cheryl Medeiros 

Fundraising Committee—Paul Boudreau / Vestry 

Grapevine—Beverly Kimball 

Healing Prayer Ministry— Donna Francis 

Hospitality/Newcomers - Sarah Walker 

Historian— 

Lobster Roll Day—Paul Boudreau / Len Walker 

Mission Trips— Paul Boudreau, Lisa Benedetti, Andrew 

       Francis, Kim Avila 

Haiti Micah Fund—Paul Boudreau 

Music Committee— 

Our Daily Bread—Maribeth Ferreira 

Our Daily Bread Liaison - Sandi Mongiovi 

Pastoral Care Team/Visitations— Avis Leary, Alan Dennen 

Planning & Strategy - 

Property Rentals—Paul Boudreau, Andrew Francis 

Scholarship Committee—Kirk Cleathero 

Senior Ministry—Avis Leary  

Spiritual Development— 

Ushers/Greeters— Dane Kimball 

Waldron-Gibson House (School Street) — 

Wine & Cheese Reception Coordinator— 

Yard Sale -  

On-Going Committees        Consider joining one or more of these committees 
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The mission of the church is to 

restore all people to unity with 

God and each other in Christ. 

To Welcome and Grow in Love. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

111 High Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 
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