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Grace, peace and mercy from God our Father be with you now and always. I 

hope and trust that you are well, healthy and at peace during this very diffi-

cult time that we are living. My prayers for you each day are that you may 

enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is get-

ting along well (3 John 2). The words of Jesus in the Gospel of John 15:7 re-

minds us that if we remain in Him and His words remain in us, we can ask 

whatever we wish and it will be done for us. With these words I encourage 

you not to give up. Remain in him, call on him, his grace is sufficient to take 

us through this crisis.  

Before I give you some updates, allow me to say how thrilled I am for the 

warm virtual welcome I received from all of you here at St. Thomas. It is a 

month and a half since I joined you as your rector, and I am already excited 

to see the energy and enthusiasm within the vestry members and the staff 

for their commitment in making sure everything that needs to be done, such 

as repairs, are getting done. I would like to acknowledge and thank the 

search committee for your due diligence in the process that selected me. 

Thank you for having faith in me. 

As we continue sheltering in for the next couple of weeks, I would like to let 

you know that the vestry has been working and meeting virtually fortnight-

ly. I am happy to inform you that we now have the WIFI extended to the 

chapel and in the church and that is why we have been able to have our ser-

vices on Facebook live on Sunday at 10:00am and social/coffee hour couple of 

minutes via zoom. In addition the parish hall painting is in progress as from 

last week. We are also in the process of building a sound booth at the back of 

the church which will not only keep our sound system safe, but looking on 

how our communication system will be compatible when we install good 

cameras to capture and streamline our services live.  

Finally, as we all look forward with anticipation on when we can gather to-

gether again in our houses of worship, our Bishops have come up with a 

guideline called a journey by stages which guides us in some of the neces-

sary conversations about the gradual process of regathering in our churches. 

The guideline is in four stages, and we are currently still within stage one 

which will remain in effect until the end of June. We are required to follow 

the steps here below during stage one. 

• Church offices are closed except for essential functions. 

• Strict adherence is observed for cleaning/disinfecting and hygiene 

measures, following CDC guidelines. 

• Worship is live-streamed or recorded. 

• Holy Communion is not distributed; virtual consecrations are not sanc-
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E-MAIL REQUEST   

If you have not been re-

ceiving the news and an-

nouncements we send 

electronically, please send 

your email to 

lynnclifford1@comcast.net, 

so that we can make sure 

you get updated infor-

mation.  This is important 

not only because we send 

the most up-to-date infor-

mation on our activities via 

the Internet, but also be-

cause we give notice by 

email in the event of a 

weather cancellation. 

Also, if you have changed 

your e-mail address, please 

be sure we have your cur-

rent one. Send to church 

office or print on sheet in 

the church. 

~ ~ ~ 

If you would like to re-

ceive your Grapevine 

electronically, please e-

mail 

bevdanek@outlook.com 
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Message from Your Rector’s Desk        Continued from Page 1 

tioned. 

• Cantor or soloist is permitted provided they maintain significant distance 

(20 feet or more in open, well-ventilated space) while singing. 

• Baptism is performed only in emergency circumstances; the Thanksgiving 

for the Birth or Adoption of a Child may be used remotely. 

• Pastoral care is offered via phone or online. 
 

Churches may resume gathering at stage two which we anticipate to be the 

1st Sunday of July. The following guideline must be followed at this stage. 

• Church offices may reopen in places where physical distancing can be 

maintained. 

• HVAC systems will be set to introduce fresh air and/or windows and doors 

will be open to encourage fresh air over recycled air. 

• Masks will be required while inside and while entering and exiting places 

of worship or otherwise participating in in-person services, except where a 

person is unable to wear a face covering or mask because of a medical or disa-

bling condition. For children between ages two and five, the wearing of a face 

covering or mask is at the discretion of the child’s parent or guardian; chil-

dren under the age of two should not wear a face covering or mask. 

• Hymnals, prayer books and Bibles will be removed and projection screens 

or printed  bulletins will be used for worship. 

• Indoor or outdoor worship will be permitted while observing directives on 

size of gatherings (maximum 40 percent occupancy) and physical distancing 

of at least six feet (generally, every third row) – block off unusable pews or 

provide adequate space between chairs. Members of the same immediate 

household are permitted to sit together and less than six feet apart. 

• Worship will continue to be live-streamed or recorded to reach wider num-

bers; higher-risk persons are encouraged to participate via these methods. 

• The Peace will be exchanged without physical touch (a reverent bow or 

wave, or a greeting with words may be used) and at safe distance. 

• Holy Communion will not be distributed; virtual consecrations are not 

sanctioned. 

• No communal gatherings pre- or post-service will be permitted, e.g., coffee 

hours or other food services. 

• Fonts and holy water stoups will be kept empty and sanitized. 

• Baptism will be administered in emergency situations only; the Thanksgiv-

ing for the Birth or Adoption of a Child may be used if safety protocols are 

observed. 

• Weddings and funerals may be held, observing directives about the size of 

gatherings and safety protocols. 

 

May Our Good Lord continue to bless you, keep and sustain you throughout 

the remaining period before we see each other in person and may He meet all 

your needs according to His riches in glory as you continue praying and sup-

porting God’s work at St. Thomas. For any pastoral need or prayers, don’t 

hesitate to contact me via my cell-phone # 774 340 8853. Peace!! 

 

Faithfully yours In Christ, Rev. Joseph Mumita 
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~ GRAPEVINE DEADLINE ~  Summer Grapevine deadline is July 15.  
Send articles to Beverly Kimball 

(h) (508) 697-6667 ~ e-mail: bevdanek@outlook.com 
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Our Mission  

Statement: 
 

The Episcopal Church of 

St. Thomas strives to live 

by the message of Christ.  

We are a sacramental 

and prayerful church and 

thoughtful in the consid-

eration of all ideas.  We 

strive to provide a sup-

portive, active and wel-

coming community in 

service to the City of 

Taunton, surrounding 

communities and one an-

other. 

Virtual Vestry Meeting                    Lisa Benedetti 

During the Corona Virus Pandemic, your Vestry has been meeting using the 

“Zoom” videoconferencing platform. Pictured here are Christina Latour, Lisa 

Benedetti, Bob Feltmate, Fr. Joseph, Gayle and Lou Rapoza, Cheryl Medeiros, 

Donna Francis, Andy Francis and Mark Mazelli. This was taken at our Vestry 

meeting on May 26.  The Vestry continues to hold their (virtual) meetings on 

the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

Our Bishops have authorized the opening of 

churches as of the 1st Sunday in July—

July 5th.   

There have been many guidelines outlined for 

a safe opening, and Fr. Joseph and Paul have 

been busy preparing the church for this big 

day.  Hope to see you all back. 

JULY 5 

RETURN TO 

CHURCH 
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O gracious and loving God, you work eve-

rywhere reconciling, loving and healing 

your people and your creation.  In your 

Son, and through the power of your Holy 

Spirit, you invite each of us to join you in 

your work.  We, young and old, lay and 

ordained, ask you to form us more and 

more in your image and likeness, 

through our prayer and worship of you 

and through the study of your scripture, 

that our eyes will be fully opened to your 

mission in the work.  Then, God, into our 

communities, our nation and the world, 

send us to serve with Christ taking risks 

to give life and hope to all people and all 

of your creation.  We ask this in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 

Prayer for our Mission Pray for our Military 

 

Daniel Snowdall 

Megan Drewniak 

Adam Dyke 

William Marsh IV 

Donald Souza 

Noel Souza 

Ryan Vohnoutka 

Christopher French 

Alex Bolton 

Scott Larson 

Dominic Vitale 

Jordan Leech 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

Paul Boudreau 

Mark Mazelli 

Christina Latour 

Frank Costa 

Avis Leary 

Jacqui White 

 

Please pray for all who are sick 

& shut-in… 

 

Joe Andrade 

Wayne Perkins 

Cathy & Annie 

Cassie P 

Audrey Perry 

Claire Brissette 

Amanda Charron 

Lillian Crowninshield & Family 

Ethel Fraga 

Joann Frazier 

David 

 

Please contact the church 
office with any pastoral 
emergencies.  Be sure to 
inform Lynn if you know 
of anyone in the parish 
who is ill and/or in the 

hospital. 

 
Pray for Our Dearly Departed  Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them 
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Mary Gilbert 

 

Mother of Frank Costa 

Keep the healthcare providers, police officers, firefighters and all others 

working long hours jeopardizing their own safety to save the lives of others 

suffering from the Corona Virus in your prayers. May they receive the tools 

they need to safely fight this battle.   

Pray for Our First Responders 

Weston Wyman Perkins 

Called home June 7, 2020 

Brother of Wayne Perkins 

If radio’s slim fingers can pluck a melody from night—and toss it 

over a continent or sea;  

If the petalled white notes of a violin are blown across the moun-

tains or the city’s  din; 

If songs, like crimson roses, are called from thin blue air - 

Why should mortals wonder if God hears prayer? 

Ethel Romig Fuller 
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Return to church on Sunday, July 5, 2020 with social distancing guidelines. No 

Eucharist  

Communication Committee has their kick-off meeting on Tuesday, June 16th 

(virtually) at 6:30 PM with Lisa Benedetti as Chair. 

Fair Planning Meeting will be held in the Coram Lounge on Sunday, July 19th 

following the 10 AM service (assuming we are back in church at that time). 

Yard Sale is planned for August 8.  This is a good time 

to clean out closets, drawers, attics and garages.  Give 

Paul Boudreau or the church office a call to make ar-

rangements to get donated items to the church. 

Home Plate Fundraiser has been scheduled for  

September 15th.  Watch for more details and your cou-

pons in the next issue of the Grapevine.  

 

Lobster Roll Day is being moved 

to October.  No date has been set 

yet as the committee is waiting to 

see what the schools will be doing in the Fall.  A lot of 

our business depends on local businesses and schools. 

The Church Fair is scheduled for November 14/15. 

Jacqui White is the Chairperson this year.  Let’s show 

support by contacting her (jmwhite1020@gmail.com) to 

offer your help and see what is needed.  See where you 

can help, but most important—SAVE the DATE. 

 

THINK POSITIVE! 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO BEING TOGETHER AGAIN 

 

LET’S MAKE THIS FALL FAIR  

A HUGE CELEBRATION. 

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 2 

LOBSTER ROLL 

DAY 

Date TBD 

Fall Activities 

YARD SALE 

August 8 

FOR SALE 

Burts’ Bees Basket 
$150 value 

Sale Price ~ $125 

Contact Lynn in the church  

office at (508) 824-9595 

CHURCH FAIR 

November 14/15 
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Kid’s Corner  

Draw a line between the picture and 
the day God created it.  Answers 
found in Genesis 1 in your Bible. 

We need love’s tender lessons taught 

As only weakness can; 

God hath his small interpreters; 

The child must teach the man. 

John Greenleaf Whittier 



GRAPEVINE          GRAPEVINE          VOLUME 40, NUMBER 2 PAGE 7  

Report of the Treasurer  

• The Parochial Report will be submitted on June 12th in hopes of adjusting 

the St. Thomas assessment payment to the Diocese. 

• The QuickBooks update with our finance information is nearly complete. 

When this is done, more specific financial statistics can be shared and we 

will have a better idea of money spent on renovations, repairs and technology 

upgrades. 

 

Thank you to all who have been mailing in your pledges and to those of you who 

have set up an on-line account with Vanco Solutions to make your donations.  

Keeping up with your pledges and donations helps us remain current with our 

financial obligations during this time. Bills have been paid and up to date. 

If you have never donated electronically, you can set up an on-line account,   

(click on the blue “on-line account,” it will take you directly to Vanco sign 

up) with Vanco Solutions.  Both on-demand and reoccurring donation options 

are available for your convenience.   

You can also continue to mail your envelopes to St. Thomas Church; PO Box 

149, 111 High Street; Taunton, MA. 

Consider paying your 

pledges on-line... 

Expanding Technology  

 

Have you joined Rev. Mumita on Sunday mornings for our 10 AM service live 

on Facebook?  It has been wonderful being able to pray together (though 

apart), sing the hymns with Lou Raposa at the guitar and listen to the 

thoughtful sermons by Fr. Joseph.  Several of us have also joined the “virtual” 

coffee hour following the service.  This has all been possible with the addition 

of WIFI. 
 

The Vestry is working on more expansion with a sound booth in the back of 

the church that will support cameras needed for livestreaming in order to con-

tinue broadcasting services and other events at a later date.  This will enable 

us to expand our capabilities and reach out to a larger number of people. In 

addition, we are intending to expand our outreach to YouTube for those who 

do not use Facebook. 
 

Anyone who would like to help defray the expenses associated with this up-

grade are asked to either donate on-line or mail a check to the church.  Please 

mark “technology upgrade” on your check. 

 

If you would like to 

make a donation, 

please mail your 

check to: 

St. Thomas Church 

PO Box 149, 111 

High Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 



Painting of the Parish Hall has begun. Joe Mello, who also painted the 

church, has been hard at work.  (Paul reports that the pictures do not 
do the color justice as the blue is a bit lighter and more brilliant, (called 
sky fall ) than the pictures show.)  The walls in the Parish Hall will be a 

tan color (alabaster). 

Other news from the Building & Grounds Committee: 

• Roof on the Rectory is being monitored as it appears it may need to 

be addressed in the near future. 

• Gutters on the Rectory are in need of repair. 

• Roof on the church that was damaged in the storm has been re-

paired. 

• Fans in the parish hall will be removed while we have access to the 

lift. The intent is to replace the fans with air conditioning to in-

crease rentability of the space. 

• Lights in the parish hall are being replaced; a revised quote has 

been requested. 

• A ride-on lawn mower (previously owned) is being purchased 

through donations by a couple of parishioners.   

• Sound booth is being created in the back of the church to aid in 

streaming services LIVE. We are actively consulting with a sound 

technician and carpenter. This booth will be located in the general 

area of the present sound equipment. 
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Building & Grounds Report                      Paul Boudreau 

Photos courtesy of  

Dane Kimball 

Photos courtesy of Paul Boudreau 

Scraping of the 

hallway 
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Greeters/Ushers  

Needed 
Greeters welcome pa-

rishioners and guests at 

the door, hand out pam-

phlets, and when the 

Holy Eucharist is again 

authorized, will take the 

sacraments forward dur-

ing communion and re-

lease the congregation 

for communion. 

 

There is a sign-up sheet 

at the entrance to the 

church. You will be 

trained. If you have any 

questions, contact  

Dane Kimball at 

bevdanek@outlook.com 

or (508) 697-6667 

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 2 

WHEN 

WE 

RETURN 

Altar Guild Members 

Needed 

Altar Guild members 

serve one month/year 

and always work 

with another team 

member. Training is 

provided. 

If you would like 

more information or 

to volunteer, contact 

Sandi Mongiovi at 

(508) 823-5728 or at 

riccophoto@aol.com 

In trying to maintain safety for volunteers and 

clients while continuing to offer food to those in 

need, we have made some adjustments for our 

Daily Bread and Brown Bag clients.   

Our monthly Brown Bag clients, are receiving 

"to go" bags of food in a drive-through manner 

that doesn't require recipients to leave their 

vehicles, (picture on right). 

Maribeth continues to work hard to ensure 

that all her clients in Our Daily Bread are fed.   

Clients who are homeless with no access to cooking facilities are receiving bag 

lunches and extras including a hot meal to go when possible.  Included in the 

bags are gift certificates to Dunkin Donuts or Honey Dew Donuts where they 

are able to use the bathroom facilities. 

 

ODB clients with the ability to prepare their own meals are scheduled to pick 

up their food boxes on either Wednesdays or Thursdays from 10:30 to 

12:30.   Please note that Maribeth has a list of individuals and these are sched-

uled pick ups, (photo on left).  

ODB numbers have dropped a little, but what is good is that the truly needy 

continue to be helped thanks to Maribeth and a limited number of volunteers. 

The Mid-City Program that has met in the Parish Hall on Saturdays continues 

their program of serving lunches and delivering a message.  They meet outside 

on the grounds. 

 Food Distribution Continues with Safety 

 

We continue 

to serve our 

clients... 

Photos courtesy of 
Dane Kimball 



Inspirational 

Series 

 

 

...Moving Past Fear, 

Anxiety and  

Restlessness… 

 

Past programs can be 

found on the  

St. Thomas Taunton 

Facebook page. 

 

More to come soon. 

 

 

For more information, 
contact Christina Latour 
at cmlatour97@gmail.com 
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Facebook LIVE Series     Christina Latour 

MOVING PAST FEAR, ANXIETY AND RESTLESSNESS 

WITH INSPIRED ACTION & HOPE 

When guidelines for practicing physical distancing to help limit the spread of 

COVID-19 went into effect back in March, our Senior Warden, Christina 

Latour began hosting a daily 30-minute Facebook LIVE series for 14 days at 

8 a.m. to help people feeling fearful or anxious shift their focus to feeling 

hopeful instead. Each episode began with deep breathing to help those watch-

ing feel more centered and calm. Then scripture from two different daily de-

votionals was shared, one of which targeted depression and anxiety. A brief 

discussion followed applying the scripture to a teaching to offer an action step 

that people could take to begin feeling more hopeful. Each episode ended with 

an inspiring journal prompt to ponder. Approximately half of those LIVE 

broadcasts were viewed by over 1,000 people — clearly indicating our com-

munity was looking for support.  

When our time at home stretched beyond the month of April into May, Chris-

tina decided to start the series back up again in acknowledgement of Mental 

Health Awareness month. This time she added restlessness to the title since 

many people were wondering when the economy would re-open. This series 

occurred weekdays at noon. Over the 20-weekday period, viewers averaged 

between 50-100 for each episode and LIVE engagement was increasing. The 

same format was used and while there were many topics of discussion, the 

overarching theme was that practicing gratitude helps us to feel less fearful, 

decreases anxiety, and relieves restlessness  — enabling us to feel hopeful. 

For anyone who wants to view these videos, they are posted on our church 

Facebook page. If you click the videos option on the left side of the screen, 

you'll find the whole collection. 

Rumor has it there's more to come, but this time Christina will broadcast on 

the weekend. The topic will focus on creating a healthy lifestyle to boost your 

immune system while we create a 'new normal' getting back to work and re-

connecting with people in-person. Keep an eye on the St. Thomas Facebook 

page for more event details.   

Communication Committee Meets  Lisa Benedetti 

 In order to keep everyone more consistently informed, the 

Vestry has formed a Communication Committee under the chair-

manship of Lisa Benedetti.  The Committee plans to 

hold its first meeting (virtually) Tuesday, June 16th at 6:30 

PM (tentative date). 

Members of this Committee include Fr. Joseph, Christina 

Latour (Sr. Warden), Lynn Clifford (Office Administrator), 

Joan Blake (Facebook), Beverly Kimball (Grapevine) and Lisa Benedetti. 

Please keep the Committee informed of any planned events. 

 

COMMUNICATION  

COMMITTEE 

MEETS 
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While sitting at 

home... 

THINK FAIR 

Sewing 

Knitting 

Baking 

Canning 

Crafting 

Cleaning/Purging 

November 14 / 15, 2020 

 

Chair:   Jacqui & Jim White 

              jmwhite1020@gmail.com 

Planning Meeting: July 19, 2020, Coram Lounge 

   (assuming we are back in church at that time) 

~ ~ ~ 

• If you plan to chair your booth from previous years, please let 

Jacqui know ASAP 

• If you must step down, please let Jacqui know ASAP 

• If you are willing to work or chair a booth, please let Jacqui know. 

• If you have special talents that you are willing to share/donate, 

(knitting, sewing, baking, canning, crafting, growing (produce), an-
tiquing (white elephants) - PLEASE let us know. 

• If you would like to run a sewing class or knitting group, let Jacqui 

know ASAP.  We have room to “social distance.” 

We are looking forward to the return of several of our favorite vendors with 

photos, cards, soaps, crafted jewelry and much more. 

Please help make this all-important event a HUGE success! 
 

This year’s FAIR is extremely important as the COVID 19 pandemic 

has put a strain on all fundraisers on which we depend greatly to 

reach our BUDGET. 

PLEASE HELP. 

Help Needed for This Year’s Fair  Jacqui and Jim White 

2019 Fall Festival ~ Photos courtesy of Dane Kimball 



BRIEF HISTORY—Thomas Coram, a wealthy sea captain and philanthropist, arrived 

from England in the 1690’s and established a successful shipyard on the Taunton River.  

He returned to London in 1703 and left behind 59 acres of land in trust and a substan-

tial collection of books to help found a Church of England in Taunton. 
 

Twenty-five years later Thomas Coram’s intent was carried out.  In 1728 a congregation 

of lay persons gathered and a small church was built on the outskirts of town near the 

Three Mile River on what is now Tremont Street.  Although the land trust was no longer 

available, Coram’s library of books became the basis for the young parish’s ministry.  The 

church was named St. Thomas. 
 

During the Revolution, St. Thomas Church, like most Episcopal Churches, fell upon hard 

times and was closed for a number of years as were many others in the area.  The build-

ing itself stood unused and blew down in the Gale of 1815.  In 1820 the parish was 

incorporated.  In 1828 the Vestry voted to seek a minister who was called and then a 

new building was erected in the center of Taunton on High Street across from the pre-

sent building. 
 

The church grew rapidly leading to the enlargement of the building in the 1840’s and 

this, too, was soon outgrown.  The third and present structure designed by Richard 

Upjohn was consecrated in 1859.  A chapel was added in 1869.  A fire gutted the 

Church sanctuary in 1898, but it was rebuilt with the addition of a large three-manual 

Jardine organ in 1899. 
 

The historically significant 1759 McKinstry House (present rectory) adjacent to the 

church was purchased in 1907 for use as a Sunday School.  In 1910 Mr. & Mrs. Walter 

Cabot Baylies donated a Sunday School building.  This parish house has proven to be of 

immeasurable value throughout the years to the church and to the entire community.  In 

1960 ground was broken for an addition to the parish house which completed the com-

plex of buildings as we know it today. 

Acolytes—Lisa Benedetti 

Altar Guild—Sandi Mongiovi 

Archives—Marge Largey 

Brown Bag Program—Lynn Clifford 

Building & Grounds—Paul Boudreau,  

   Bob Feltmate (Jr. Warden) 

Christian Education— 

Coffee Hour - Lynn Clifford 

Communication Committee—Lisa Benedetti 

Counters—Sarah Walker 

Facebook—Joan Blake 

Fair— Jacqui & Jim White 

Finance Committee—  

 Budget -    

 Insurance - 

 Investment - 

 Stewardship -  

Flower Committee—Cheryl Medeiros 

Fundraising Committee—Paul Boudreau / Vestry 

Grapevine—Beverly Kimball 

Healing Prayer Ministry— Donna Francis 

Hospitality/Newcomers - Sarah Walker 

Historian— 

Lobster Roll Day—Paul Boudreau / Len Walker 

Mission Trips— Paul Boudreau, Lisa Benedetti, Andrew 

       Francis, Kim Avila 

Haiti Micah Fund—Paul Boudreau 

Music Committee— 

Our Daily Bread—Maribeth Ferreira 

Our Daily Bread Liaison - Sandi Mongiovi 

Pastoral Care Team/Visitations— Avis Leary, Alan Dennen 

Planning & Strategy - 

Property Rentals—Paul Boudreau, Andrew Francis 

Scholarship Committee—Kirk Cleathero 

Senior Ministry—Avis Leary  

Spiritual Development— 

Ushers/Greeters— Dane Kimball 

Waldron-Gibson House (School Street) — 

Wine & Cheese Reception Coordinator— 

Yard Sale -  

On-Going Committees        Consider joining one or more of these committees 
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The mission of the church is to 

restore all people to unity with 

God and each other in Christ. 

To Welcome and Grow in Love. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

111 High Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 
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