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W ow, so much has happened since our annual meeting in February! I 

hope this newsletter reaches you while you are experiencing physical 

health and a peaceful state of mind. I offer my sincere apologies for delaying 

this newsletter while I settle down from a busy schedule and collect my 

thoughts. This Grapevine edition is a bit unconventional as we don’t have 

the typical schedules and events to share with all of you. In lieu of our usual 

format, I wanted to take this opportunity to update everyone on what’s hap-

pening at St. Thomas while in-person services are on hold. Consequently, 

this message is longer than usual so I hope you will bear with me.  

I want to thank Fr. Philip Jacobs for all his support as we navigated our 

transition to call a rector. We have been blessed to hear his insightful ser-

mons as well as to have his support leading our 2020 annual meeting. Addi-

tionally, he has provided pastoral support to members of our Taunton com-

munity over the phone. I regret that our time was cut short as a result of the 

recent pandemic and the last minute service adjustments we had to make as 

a result of social distancing concerns related to COVID-19. I appreciate his 

Easter message that we shared via our Constant Contact email newsletter. 

Be sure to read it in this Grapevine edition if you happened to miss it the 

first time. I am among the many parishioners who 

will miss seeing and chat- ting with Fr. Phil regu-

larly. 

I would also like to acknowledge and thank 

Fr. John Beach for his pas- toral visitations with Allen 

Perry and Judy McGuire prior to their passing after ending his official ser-

vice to our parish as our interim rector. He has also been keeping in touch 

with Joe Andrade and Cathy Hutchinson’s family. We are blessed to have 

his continued pastoral support during this time.  

While I realize not everyone uses Facebook, I hope those of you who do have 

been enjoying our virtual services that we started posting on 3/22. It’s re-

quired a lot of remote coordination to plan the services and I am grateful to 

have the support of our staff and so many of our current and previous vestry 

members to help make this possible. We have a lot of engagement on our 

church’s Facebook page from members of the Taunton community.  

Continued on Page 8 

Thank you 

Fr. Phil Jacobs 

and Fr. John Beach 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-MAIL REQUEST   

If you have not been re-

ceiving the news and an-

nouncements we send 

electronically, please send 

your email to 

lynnclifford1@comcast.net, 

so that we can make sure 

you get updated infor-

mation.  This is important 

not only because we send 

the most up-to-date infor-

mation on our activities via 

the Internet, but also be-

cause we give notice by 

email in the event of a 

weather cancellation. 

Also, if you have changed 

your e-mail address, please 

be sure we have your cur-

rent one. Send to church 

office or print on sheet in 

the church. 

~ ~ ~ 

If you would like to re-

ceive your Grapevine 

electronically, please e-

mail 

bevdanek@outlook.com 
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 For many of us this seems to be a strange beginning to Holy Week and East-

er.  Bonnets and Easter parades, Peter Cottontail, bunny trails and baskets of 

eggs, large family gatherings and Easter egg hunts feel as though they were a 

world away.  Clearly, this is the quietest Palm Sunday I ever have spent.  What 

many have taken to call "Covidtide" has subsumed much of Lent, threatens East-

ertide and may verge into Pentecost.   To suggest that the corona virus 

"threatens" Easter implies that said parades and new hats, rabbits and baskets, 

dinners and candy are somehow essential or even significant to Easter, as if this 

Holy Day is the liturgical analogue to Igor Stravinsky's 'Rite of Spring" in the 

northern hemisphere.  There is nothing about these secular observances that are 

any more central to the message of Easter than Santa Claus is to the Manger at 

Bethlehem.  Indeed, they may obscure the Feast's real meaning! 

Part of what makes this year so unusual is that our preparation and coming ob-

servance is so different from what we are used to doing.  I do not know how the 

so called "Spanish influenza" impacted Easter observances in 1919 and 1920, if it 

fell on them at all.  Much less can I ascertain the effect of earlier plagues or epi-

demics on religious celebrations.  (I do know that during the Mexican War staid 

U.S. soldiers were horrified that the Mexicans detonated fireworks on Easter.) 

But, if we think that there have never been anxious and quiet Easters, I know we 

are wrong and that the secular observances do not make meaning anymore than 

the Mexican fireworks did.  I want to bring you back to that first Easter, the be-

ginning of the feast, so to speak, the day from which all our other celebrations 

descend. 

Holy Week had not gone well for Jesus and his band of followers.  Oh yes, there 

was Palm Sunday with the procession into Jerusalem, the white donkey and the 

branches of palm and garments strewn on the roadway.  And the initial teach-

ings went well, too.  But, there was the matter of flipping over the tables of the 

money changers and driving the animals out of the Temple courtyard and sug-

gesting loudly that it had become a den of thieves.  That infuriated people, espe-

cially important ones.  The Romans were unhappy that Jesus kept insisting that 

he was a king, which they saw as an affront to Caesar and by midweek everyone 

seemed out to get him.  Judas, one of Jesus' trusted Disciples betrayed him and 

Peter, one of the leaders denied him and the others forsook Jesus and fled.  After 

the trial the Romans scourged and mocked Jesus and having convicted him of 

treason, they nailed him to a cross as if he were a common criminal.  Only young 

John came back to stand with Mary and the other women at the foot of the cross, 

although some thought James watched from a distance.  After Jesus death a 

wealthy man came and asked for the body and buried it in a rock tomb.  The Ro-

man sealed up the doorway with a large boulder.  But by then, everyone, even 

Jesus' mother, had slipped away fearing for their lives. 

Given the crucifixion and the charge of treason which had been leveled against 

Jesus, the disciples and his other followers had good reason to believe that the 

authorities might come after them too. The women, thought to be of no conse-

quence, came to the tomb to anoint Jesus' body with oil and spices, but the men 

hid.  Only later did Jesus find most of them in an "upper 

room" behind locked doors.  Judas, of course, was gone  

Letter from Fr. Phil Jacobs  

Continued on Page 3 
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Our Mission  

Statement: 
 

The Episcopal Church of 

St. Thomas strives to live 

by the message of Christ.  

We are a sacramental 

and prayerful church and 

thoughtful in the consid-

eration of all ideas.  We 

strive to provide a sup-

portive, active and wel-

coming community in 

service to the City of 

Taunton, surrounding 

communities and one an-

other. 

 

Rev. Joseph Mumita was ordained 1999 in the Anglican Church of Kenya, 

Diocese of Mt. Kenya South. He is married to Grace Thairu and they are 

blessed with three wonderful children, Moses, Daniel and Joan. 

He most recently served as the priest in Charge at Grace Episcopal Church 

in Everett Massachusetts. Prior to this position, he served as assisting 

priest at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Dorchester. He has a wealth of ex-

perience in leadership and parish pastoral ministry. For a period of 15 

years, he served successfully as the Vicar/In-Charge in six parishes in the 

Diocese of Mt. Kenya South and four years of experience working as the 

youth coordinator in the Diocese and the Secretary General of Kenya Angli-

can Youth Organization (KAYO) covering thirty Dioceses. 

Rev. Joseph is outgoing and passionate about his job as a Pastor.  His 

greatest desire and admiration is to see a community transformation 

through the word of God. 

His educational background includes Bachelors of Art degree in Biblical 

studies and Mission from East African School of Theology, Diploma in Bib-

lical Religious Studies from Christian Faith College in Nigeria and Diplo-

ma in leadership and social youth work from Mindoro ecumenical college in 

Zambia. 

Meet our New Rector and His Family 

 

and Thomas was afraid even to join the others.  They gathered because they 

did not know what else to do in their terror.  Certainly they were not looking 

for a celebration, they did not expect Easter! 

If in our fear of the corona virus and the possibility of severe illness or death, 

we may be better able to relate to, even understand, the feelings of Jesus' fol-

lowers during the days and nights leading up to that first Easter Day and the 

power and joy that came from knowledge that death had been overcome and 

whatever would follow, they were safe!  Much more understanding would fol-

low the discovery of Jesus' Resurrection.  But the initial reaction of hope and 

joy reflect, in large measure, the knowledge that Jesus had overcome the 

worst the secular forces could throw at Him or his followers.  May this be our 

hope too! 

As many of you know, I had planned to say "Good-bye" to you all on Easter 

Sunday.  However, the cessation of public worship services prevents 

that.  Instead, I must settle for this letter.  I want you to know how much I 

have enjoyed serving you since the beginning of this year and on the occa-

sions on which I supplied in 2019. It has been wonderful being "back in the 

harness" and with such a wonderful group of people.  May you and your new 

Rector be richly blessed!  If I may be of any assistance in the future, you have 

only to call.   Yours faithfully,  Fr. Phil Jacobs, OGS 

Letter from Fr. Phil Jacobs,   (Continued from Page 2) 
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Kid’s Corner  

CRAFT TIME 
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Report of the Treasurer  

Despite church services being cancelled, it is still necessary for us to contin-

ue supporting the church, our staff, and our community in all the ways we 

typically do.  We hope parishioners will continue to make donations and keep 

up with pledges.  You can mail your envelopes to St. Thomas Church; PO Box 

149, 111 High Street; Taunton, MA 02780 

If you have never donated electronically, you can set 

up an on line account (by clicking on the blue on-line 

account, it will take you directly to Vanco sign 

up) with Vanco Solutions.  Both on-demand and reoc-

curring donation options are available for your conven-

ience.  If you have a credit card that offers rewards, 

you might consider taking advantage of your reward 

options by making your donations with your credit card.  After all, it is in giv-

ing that we may also receive.  

Consider paying your 

pledges on-line... 

We are Expanding our Technology 

With the social distancing orders and the closing of the churches for large 

gatherings due to the Corona Virus, our Senior Warden, Christina, and others 

broadcast the Sunday Services live on Facebook. The Passion was read on 

Palm Sunday with parishioners taking part in the reading through Zoom. 

(Check the St. Thomas Facebook page to view these services.)   

During Holy Week and Easter Sunday, we met our new Rector, Rev. Joseph 

Mumita who led the services. 

In order to continue broadcasting services and other events at a later date, the 

Vestry is planning to bring WiFi into the Chapel and other parts of the 

church.  This will enable us to expand our capabilities and reach out to a larg-

er number of people. In addition, we are intending to expand our outreach to 

YouTube for those who do not use Facebook. 

This, however, does come at a cost.  We are asking if you would like to make a 

donation to help defray the expenses, please do so by sending your check to St. 

Thomas Church noting “Expanding Technology” on the memo line of your 

check.  We thank you in advance for any help you can give. 

If you would like to make a donation, please mail your check to: 

St. Thomas Church 

PO Box 149, 111 High Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001TBcukg5pC9lsLF56I9cxDEfMHiNS9UZnu1NPX2gX8u4uLazLu8X9pU2L41Jh_Oy1wJcCasKy1-mIc2ZSyA-gc7iu7GwnhhxsGlovJCH3bar1zOpuW5bGtl7w6tJPBv84VuNT6y21_AZadxJf1ElyAflQUz6STQs3RoMQ
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O gracious and loving God, you work eve-

rywhere reconciling, loving and healing 

your people and your creation.  In your 

Son, and through the power of your Holy 

Spirit, you invite each of us to join you in 

your work.  We, young and old, lay and 

ordained, ask you to form us more and 

more in your image and likeness, 

through our prayer and worship of you 

and through the study of your scripture, 

that our eyes will be fully opened to your 

mission in the work.  Then, God, into our 

communities, our nation and the world, 

send us to serve with Christ taking risks 

to give life and hope to all people and all 

of your creation.  We ask this in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 

Prayer for our Mission Pray for our Military 

 

Daniel Snowdall 

Megan Drewniak 

Adam Dyke 

William Marsh IV 

Donald Souza 

Noel Souza 

Ryan Vohnoutka 

Christopher French 

Alex Bolton 

Scott Larson 

Dominic Vitale 

Jordan Leech 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

Paul Boudreau 

Mark Mazelli 

Christina Latour 

Frank Costa 

Avis Leary 

Jacqui White 

 

Please pray for all who are sick 

& shut-in… 

 

Joe Andrade 

Wayne Perkins 

Cathy & Annie 

Cassie P 

Audrey Perry 

Rev. Pattie Handloss 

Claire Brissette 

 

 

Please contact the church 
office with any pastoral 
emergencies.  Be sure to 
inform Lynn if you know 
of anyone in the parish 
who is ill and/or in the 

hospital. 

 

Pray for Our Dearly Departed  Let Light Perpetual Shine Upon Them 

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 1 

Connie Pollard 

Called home March 25, 2020 
in Texas 

Sister-in-law of Audrey Pollard 

Cousin of John Blake & Linda Maguire 

Rev. Dr. Richard Ottaway 

Called home March 23, 2020  
Our Interim Priest 9/2009 ~ 12/2010 

First Cape Cod death from  

Corona Virus 

Alan Perry 

Called home March 20, 2020 
Long-time faithful parishioner 

Rose Bardusch 

Called home March 26, 2020 
Mother of former Rector 

Fr. Richard Bardusch 

Judy Maguire 

Called home February 23, 2020 
Long-time faithful parishioner 

Marge Medas 

Called home February 26, 2020 
Long-time faithful parishioner 

Sister of Bob Wilbur 

Keep the healthcare providers, police officers, firefighters and all others 

working long hours jeopardizing their own safety to save the lives of others 

suffering from the Corona Virus in your prayers. May they receive the tools 

they need to safely fight this battle.   

Pray for Our First Responders 
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No doubt the spread of the Corona Virus reaching pandemic status has many of 

us scared and feeling the need to isolate ourselves. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with our parishioners, community, healthcare providers, families, anyone in 

need, those who are at high-risk, and especially for those who are battling with 

COVID-19.  May we all remember that God is with us and we are not helpless.   

Additionally, please note that there are many ways to use technology to contin-

ue staying connected to each other and offering support.  Complete social isola-

tion is not necessary.  While in-person visiting is discouraged, we encourage 

everyone to reach out to each other to check in via phone or computer.  If you, 

or anyone you know, is in need of special assistance, please email  stthom-

asepiscopalchurch@comcast.net  or leave us a message in the church office at 

(508) 824-9595.  We are checking messages and will follow-up.    

In lieu of gathering in person, our Rector, Rev. Joseph Mumita will be celebrat-

ing Sunday services at 8 a.m. You can continue to worship with your fellow pa-

rishioners in the comfort of your own home. (These services will be recorded so 

you can view the services at any time by checking our Facebook page.)  Feel 

free to check our Facebook page for this week's readings and Gospel message in 

preparation for Sunday.  If you prefer to connect with other services online, you 

can watch a live stream from Trinity Wall Street in NYC or Washington Na-

tional Cathedral.  

Join our Sunday Services Live on Facebook 

Roof Damage During Wind Storm 

During the wind storm on April 13th, many slates were blown off the roof over 

the high church Sacristy causing inside ceiling damage as well.  Thanks to Mac 

Donald Sprague Roofing Co., a patch job was done to 

protect from further rain damage while waiting for 

the slates on order to arrive.  There are other areas  

where the slates are loose and will also need to be 

repaired. 

mailto:stthomasepiscopalchurch@comcast.net
mailto:stthomasepiscopalchurch@comcast.net
mailto:stthomasepiscopalchurch@comcast.net
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WHEN 

WE 

RETURN 

Altar Guild Members 

Needed 

Altar Guild members 

serve one month/year 

and always work 

with another team 

member. Training is 

provided. 

If you would like 

more information or 

to volunteer, contact 

Sandi Mongiovi at 

(508) 823-5728 or at 

riccophoto@aol.com 

Our online services are being watched from beginning to end by over 200 peo-

ple,  

many of whom have expressed great appreciation to us for offering them. Our 

page likes are up from 503 prior to 3/22 to 524. 

Many thanks to all the participants in the passion reading on Palm Sunday. 

It was great getting everyone together over Zoom to enable us to engage more 

people in the service virtually. I appreciate everyone who is moving outside 

their comfort zone to learn new ways to connect using technology so quickly. 

I’d like to also extend thanks to the parishioners who tuned into Facebook at 

10 a.m. and were patient with us while we worked out some unexpected is-

sues at the last minute.  

We intend to expand our outreach to YouTube so that parish-

ioners who are not using Facebook can access the videos on 

YouTube. I appreciate your patience while I juggle working 

from home full-time with many virtual meetings, learning 

more details about social media technology, and other vestry 

and home-related responsibilities.  

In addition to our virtual services, I offered a Facebook LIVE mini-series at 8 

a.m. for 14 days from March 25th until April 7th to help members of our 

Taunton Facebook community “Move Past Anxiety and Fear with Inspired 

Action and Hope.” Each day started with some deep breathing and scripture 

readings from a daily devotional. I included tips for managing stress, anxiety, 

and fear as well as writing prompts from scripture for people who decided to 

write in a journal as their inspired action. I received a lot of positive feedback 

as well as requests to offer additional outreach in the future. Stay tuned for 

what’s next as we move forward in celebration of Jesus’s resurrection and the 

peace of the Holy Spirit Jesus breathed into our lives through the disciples! 

Last, but most definitely not least, we are celebrating our new rector who has 

officially joined us as of April 15th! I wish I could have made more public and 

widespread announcements letting everyone know we had extended a call 

out to Rev. Joseph Mumita and that he accepted our call sooner. Unfortu-

nately, it all happened amidst our governor’s re-

quest for us to limit social gatherings and his ad-

vice to shelter-at-home while only essential busi-

nesses were allowed to remain open. Many pa-

rishioners had stopped coming to our 8 a.m. and 10 

a.m. Sunday services prior to 3/22. Please accept my sincere apologies for a 

very strange and impersonal announcement regarding good news we have all 

anxiously been awaiting for the last two years. I wanted to shout it from the 

rooftop, but the timing was against me. I realize this news would normally be 

a call for great celebration and I regret that we must wait to celebrate togeth-

er until a later time. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the search com-

mittee — Ethel Fraga, Elizabeth Boudreau, Marge 

Welcome  

Rev. Joseph Mumita 

Continued on Page 9 

Message from Your Senior Warden      Continued from Page 1 
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COFFEE HOUR  

VOLUNTEERS  

NEEDED 

Coffee Hour is a good 

time of fellowship and a 

chance to meet old 

friends, welcome new 

members and visitors.  

Without our volunteers, 

this is not possible. 

Please consider taking 

one or two Sundays a 

year. Contact Lynn in 

the church office,  

(508) 824-9595 

Greeters/Ushers  

Needed 
Greeters welcome pa-

rishioners and guests at 

the door, hand out pam-

phlets, take the sacra-

ments forward during 

communion and release 

the congregation for 

communion. 

 

There is a sign-up sheet 

at the entrance to the 

church. You will be 

trained. If you have any 

questions, contact  

Dane Kimball at 

bevdanek@outlook.com 

or (508) 697-6667 

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 1 

Largey, Alan Dennen, Lou and Gayle Raposa, Jacqui White, and Sandi Mongio-

vi — for their tremendous dedication, perseverance, patience, thoughtfulness, 

and mindful communication during this search process. Their love for our 

church community was clearly demonstrated through their contribution of time 

and energy to this process. I am grateful to be a member of such an outstanding 

and dedicated committee and feel blessed for having been asked to chair! Many, 

many thanks to all who served and to those who called us to serve! 

I won’t steal Rev. Joseph Mumita’s thunder by offering a formal introduction in 

this letter. You will find his biography that was posted on Facebook and sent out 

electronically in this edition of the Grapevine. I wholeheartedly welcome him 

and look forward to working with Fr. Joseph. We have been blessed to have him 

cover our Holy Week services prior to his “official” transition date. For anyone 

who missed them, we posted pre-recorded services on our Facebook page for 

Tenebrae, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. We plan to continue 

posting services online within social media platforms while we are being asked 

to worship from home. We will post all past and on-going services on our St. 

Thomas YouTube channel once we have it set up.  

To best support this initiative and continue to reach our community outside the 

church, we are extending our WiFi coverage from the parish hall 

into the church and rectory. We welcome any financial contribu-

tions parishioners would like to make to this effort. We expect total 

costs to be approximately $3,000 for the equipment, labor, and elec-

trical work. This upgrade is strategic in that it will also support our 

efforts to create a more marketable environment for function rentals.     

Speaking of improvements, the slate roof on the church requires repair after re-

cent damage sustained by the severe wind and rain storm we had on Monday, 

April 13th. We have secured a temporary fix while we wait for the slates to ar-

rive, but we expect this to cost a minimum of $5,000 to repair after submitting 

an insurance claim. On a more positive note, we received a second check from 

the Persis Garniss estate which will help us cover this expense for the time be-

ing. Many thanks for all of Attorney John Blake’s support and perseverance in 

helping us navigate the legal requirements and complications related to secur-

ing ownership of this estate. Ideally we would prefer to reserve that money to 

contribute to our endowment, but we are having to make some difficult deci-

sions as we enter a very uncertain period for fundraising opportunities. 

While we expect to receive additional money from the Persis Garniss estate, the 

vestry is very concerned about many of our upcoming revenue building opportu-

nities being impacted by the pandemic. With so many non-essential businesses 

closed and essential businesses operating with skeleton staff, our vestry has de-

cided to postpone Lobster Roll Day. We anticipate having this in the fall closer 

to our Fall Festival which is currently planned for Nov 14th-15th. Our May 

breakfast is also postponed along with weddings and hall rentals. Unfortunately 

the renovations we had scheduled in March for the parish hall are also on hold 

due to the restrictions for essential workers only. 

Perhaps you are wondering if there is anything that 

isn’t on hold. Well, in fact, we are very pleased to an-

 

Continued on Page 10 

When  

we  

return... 

Message from Your Senior Warden  Continued from Page 8 
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nounce that the food services and meals Maribeth Ferreira and her volunteers 

provide through Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen are fully operational and have 

been throughout the pandemic, with a few adjustments. Maribeth has been 

providing weekly “to go” boxes of food to people who have the means to store 

and prepare meals from home. Our Daily Bread clients who do not have this 

option, can receive daily “to go” meals from outside the parish hall. Social dis-

tancing is strictly enforced and all the usual safe-food handling requirements 

continue to be followed.  

Maribeth has achieved this success with a limited number of volunteers, in-

cluding Paul Boudreau and Renee Vitale who have been holding down the of-

fice while Lynn Clifford works from home putting together our weekly service 

bulletins and following up on church-related business. Access to the church 

buildings has been significantly limited and Paul has been diligently sanitiz-

ing all areas with which people come in contact.  

We will be distributing food bags outside the parish hall in a drive-thru man-

ner for the Brown Bag program on April 22nd. Lynn Clifford is still the contact 

person for this program, but will be reaching out to people who typically par-

ticipate to coordinate from home. People may still call the church office phone 

at (508) 824-9595. If you get the voicemail, your call will be returned.  

Additionally, I would like to encourage everyone to continue sending in your 

contributions and pledge donations. We continue to pay utility bills, staff sala-

ries, and cover costs to maintain the buildings. Checks and money orders can 

be mailed to the church office at P.O. Box 149, 111 High Street, Taunton, MA 

02780. Electronic financial contributions can be made via Vanco on our church 

website https://stthomastaunton.com/ using the “Donate” button on the top, 

left corner of the homepage. Renee Vitale is volunteering her time and will 

process deposits. She also continues to work with Diane Cantin to ensure all 

bills are paid on time. Andrew Francis continues to oversee all financial trans-

actions. 

An initiative that was a new undertaking with the onset of the 

pandemic was sewing masks for healthcare providers and other 

people who needed them. Lisa Benedetti coordinated this effort, 

and picked up materials and finished products to be distributed 

to local healthcare organizations and individuals. Our rectory 

resident and Brockton Hospital radiology technician, Deacon Vir-

gilio, was among the recipients. Many thanks to everyone who used their sew-

ing expertise to contribute to this effort. 

Finally, I’d like to extend a heartfelt “thank you” to everyone who has been 

contributing to our community in a variety of other ways. Whether you are 

making phone calls to check in on people, keeping people in your prayers, vol-

unteering your time, contributing to the financial stability of our congregation 

and church property, running the office, or physically maintaining our build-

ings and property, your support and contributions are important and much 

appreciated. We couldn’t continue to do what we do without all of you. Togeth-

er, we are the body of Christ and we are doing God’s work. Amen.   

 

LOBSTER ROLL 

DAY 

Date to be  

announced 

FALL FAIR 

November 

14 & 15 

Message from Your Senior Warden           Continued from Page 9 

https://stthomastaunton.com/
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
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This period of time that we are forced apart and during which many have 

been engaging only through social media has been challenging to say the 

least.   

Lobster Roll Day (one of our largest fundraisers) is in jeopardy. Current 

plans are to move the date to the Fall rather than cancel. 

However, as we are forced to “stay home,” let’s think FAIR. Our annual 

Church Fair which is scheduled for the Fall will be ever more important.  

This year.  Now is a great time to do some baking, sewing, knitting, craft-

ing, canning and cleaning out of closets for items for the White Elephant 

room.  

Jacqui White is the Chairperson this year.  Let’s show support by contact-

ing her (jmwhite1020@gmail.com)to offer your help and see what is needed.  

 

THINK POSITIVE! 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO BEING TOGETHER AGAIN 

LET’S MAKE THIS FALL A HUGE CELEBRATION. 

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 1 

Consider How You May Help 

In trying to maintain safety for volunteers 

and clients while continuing to offer food 

to those in need, we have made some ad-

justments for our Daily Bread and Brown 

Bag clients.   

To Our Daily Bread clients, lunch bags 

will be offered on the lawn which has been 

marked to encourage the 6-foot social dis-

tancing rule.  Lunch bags will be offered 

from 11 to 12. Additionally, for those who 

have the means to cook, boxes of groceries 

are being distributed weekly. 

To our monthly Brown Bag clients, we will offer "to 

go" bags of food but will modify the manner in 

which food is distributed.  We expect to create a 

drive-through option that doesn't require recipi-

ents to leave their vehicles.  

We want to continue to support these important 

ministries while still keeping everyone safe in 

these challenging times.    

 Food Distribution Continues with Safety 

 

We continue 

to serve our 

clients... 

While sitting at 

home 

THINK FAIR 

Sewing 

Knitting 

Baking 

Canning 

Crafting 

Cleaning/Purging 

 

November 14 & 15 



BRIEF HISTORY—Thomas Coram, a wealthy sea captain and philanthropist, arrived 

from England in the 1690’s and established a successful shipyard on the Taunton River.  

He returned to London in 1703 and left behind 59 acres of land in trust and a substan-

tial collection of books to help found a Church of England in Taunton. 
 

Twenty-five years later Thomas Coram’s intent was carried out.  In 1728 a congregation 

of lay persons gathered and a small church was built on the outskirts of town near the 

Three Mile River on what is now Tremont Street.  Although the land trust was no longer 

available, Coram’s library of books became the basis for the young parish’s ministry.  The 

church was named St. Thomas. 
 

During the Revolution, St. Thomas Church, like most Episcopal Churches, fell upon hard 

times and was closed for a number of years as were many others in the area.  The build-

ing itself stood unused and blew down in the Gale of 1815.  In 1820 the parish was 

incorporated.  In 1828 the Vestry voted to seek a minister who was called and then a 

new building was erected in the center of Taunton on High Street across from the pre-

sent building. 
 

The church grew rapidly leading to the enlargement of the building in the 1840’s and 

this, too, was soon outgrown.  The third and present structure designed by Richard 

Upjohn was consecrated in 1859.  A chapel was added in 1869.  A fire gutted the 

Church sanctuary in 1898, but it was rebuilt with the addition of a large three-manual 

Jardine organ in 1899. 
 

The historically significant 1759 McKinstry House (present rectory) adjacent to the 

church was purchased in 1907 for use as a Sunday School.  In 1910 Mr. & Mrs. Walter 

Cabot Baylies donated a Sunday School building.  This parish house has proven to be of 

immeasurable value throughout the years to the church and to the entire community.  In 

1960 ground was broken for an addition to the parish house which completed the com-

plex of buildings as we know it today. 

Acolytes—Lisa Benedetti 

Altar Guild—Sandi Mongiovi 

Archives—Marge Largey 

Brown Bag Program—Lynn Clifford 

Building & Grounds—Paul Boudreau,  

   Bob Feltmate (Jr. Warden) 

Christian Education— 

Coffee Hour - Lynn Clifford 

Communication Committee - 

Counters—Sarah Walker 

Fair— Jacqui & Jim White 

Finance Committee—  

 Budget -    

 Insurance - 

 Investment - 

 Stewardship -  

Flower Committee—Cheryl Medeiros 

Fundraising Committee—Paul Boudreau / Vestry 

Grapevine—Beverly Kimball 

Healing Prayer Ministry— Donna Francis 

Hospitality/Newcomers - Sarah Walker 

Historian— 

Lobster Roll Day—Paul Boudreau / Len Walker 

Mission Trips— Paul Boudreau, Lisa Benedetti, Andrew 

       Francis, Kim Avila 

Haiti Micah Fund—Paul Boudreau 

Music Committee— 

Our Daily Bread—Maribeth Ferreira 

Our Daily Bread Lisison - Sandi Mongiovi 

Pastoral Care Team/Visitations— Avis Leary, Alan Dennen 

Planning & Strategy - 

Property Rentals—Paul Boudreau, Andrew Francis 

Scholarship Committee—Kirk Cleathero 

Senior Ministry—Avis Leary  

Spiritual Development— 

Ushers/Greeters— Dane Kimball 

Waldron-Gibson House (School Street) — 

Wine & Cheese Reception Coordinator— 

Yard Sale -  

On-Going Committees        Consider joining one or more of these committees 
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The mission of the church is to 

restore all people to unity with 

God and each other in Christ. 

To Welcome and Grow in Love. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

111 High Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 

VOLUME 40, NUMBER 1 


