EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS

Grapevine

Beverly Kimball, Editor

January/February 2019

VOLUME 38, NUMBER 7

OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Friday
8 am—2 pm
web page: www.stthomastaunton.com

Rector ~ Interim
Rev. John Beach
johntbeach@comcast.net
Parish Administrator
Lynn Clifford
Office phone: (508) 824-9595
Office fax:
(508) 822-5263
e-mail:
stthomasepiscopalchurch@comcast.net
lynnclifford1@comcast.net

Organist/Choir Director
Sexton
Paul Boudreau
paulboo67@yahoo.com
Senior Warden
Len Walker
lwalker@myhst.com
Junior Warden
Renee Vitale
renee.m.vitale@gmail.com
Clerk
Lisa Benedetti
lisa_benedetti@yahoo.com
Treasurer
Michael Stagliola
mvs31@comcast.net
Assistant Treasurer
Our Daily Bread Treasurer
Eric Pearson
eric.odb@verizon.net
Vestry Members
2019:
Wayne Perkins,
Aaron Le Beau, Anna Loura
2020:
Maureen Eldredge, Gayle
Raposa, AnneMarie Amoedo
2021:
Christina Latour
Cheryl Medeiros, Bob Wilbur

A Message from our Interim

Rev. John Beach

Dear Friends,

whom you were sealed for the day of
Greetings. As we start a new year in redemption. Get rid of all bitterness,
rage and anger, brawling and slander,
this church and in this country, we
along with every form of malice. Be
find that we have become a divided
kind and compassionate to one annation at war with itself. It seems
that we have become so tribal that we other, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you” (Ephesians
have lost the ability and even the desire to engage in meaningful conversa- 4:30-32)
tion with those with opposing views.
As we approach the celebration of
The current government shut-down
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, I am
serves as a testimony to a wide-spread reminded of the words he spoke
disease within our country.
shortly before his death, “Let no man
It is times such as these that the
church can be called upon to restore a
moral compass which I fear has been
lost. I have been calling upon the
counsel of St. Paul in his letter to the
Ephesians:

pull you so low as to hate him.”

As we celebrate the Epiphany light
which has come into the world, let us
seek to see that which is good, lovely,
true, and noble in the lives of others
(particularly when we disagree). If we
must confront those we believe to be
“ Do not let any unwholesome talk come causing harm, let us do so with humility and love. I do believe that the
out of your mouths, but only what is
healing of nation can result from the
helpful for building others
up according to their needs, that it may healing within our community.
benefit those who listen. And do not
Peace, John+
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with

Join us at our Annual Meeting/Pot Luck Lunch
Our Annual Meeting and pot luck luncheon will be held following the 10
AM service on February 10, 2019 in the Parish Hall. At this meeting, we
will hear reports and elect officers and Vestry members. It is important to
have a good representation of our parish present at this Meeting.
Prior to the Meeting, a pot luck luncheon will be held in the Parish Hall. All
are welcome. Sign-up sheets are located in the back of the Chapel for a dish
you would like to share.
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Winter Church Services moved into the chapel

Donations to the
Scholarship Fund
can be made to:
St. Thomas, Taunton, Rev. Tom Crum
Scholarship.

ep
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E-MAIL REQUEST
If you have not been receiving the news and announcements we send
electronically, please send
your email to
lynnclifford1@comcast.ne
t, so that we can make
sure you get updated information. This is important not only because we
send the most up-to-date
information on our activities via the Internet, but
also because we give notice by email in the event
of a weather cancellation.
Also, if you have changed
your e-mail address,
please be sure we have
your current one. Send to
church office or print on
sheet in the church.
~~~

If you would like to
receive your Grapevine electronically,
please e-mail
bevdanek@outlook.com

Due to the cost of heating oil, Rev. Beach and the Vestry have decided to move the
10:00 AM service into the Chapel beginning on Sunday, January 13, 2019. Lou Raposa will supply the music with is guitar. We will plan on moving back into the main
church for the Palm Sunday service.

St. Thomas Scholarship applications available
For those members of the church who will be attending college in the fall, you can
apply for the Thomas Crum Scholarship. Applications are available through the
church office and must be returned by the March 31st deadline. The Scholarship
Committee will be meeting in the spring to consider all candidates based on active
participation and contribution to the church, its mission and the community
The Scholarship Committee is responsible for administration of the Tom Crum
Scholarship and oversight on the other scholarships provided to the Taunton Community during the year. Included in these are the Douglas J. Lemaire and Buzz
Perrin Memorial Funds.
The Rev. Tom Crum served as Rector of the Episcopal Church of St. Thomas between 1959 and 1988. In 1982, members of the parish, local citizens of Taunton,
and family and friends began a fund in his honor with an initial donation of
$1,000.00 from Nancy Farrar Popella. Over the years, the fund continued to grow
and is now able to provide scholarship money to active members of the Episcopal
Church of St. Thomas. During the past year, the Committee was able to award
scholarships to six deserving members of the church to help defray the cost of higher
education. The scholarships have been awarded based on their recipients’ contributions to the mission of the church through their volunteerism and participation in
church functions. They have all been active in Sunday School, youth groups, acolyte
programs, church fairs, cleanups and lobster roll days.
The following individuals were awarded $1,000 scholarships during 2018: Benjamin
Francis, (Colorado State University); Kaylee Murray, (University of New Hampshire); Christopher Francis, (University of San Francisco); Camden Cleathero,
(University of Maine); Parker Cleathero, (University of Lynchburg)
2018 new recipient was Julia Boudreau, (Massasoit Community College).
The members of the Scholarship Committee include: Kirk Cleathero (Chair), Rev.
Beach (Clergy), Kim Avila, Virginia Ames, Linda Belenger, Ethel Fraga, Open
(Vestry)

Barbara C. Harris Camp registration opens soon
Registration opens Feb. 1 for summer camp: It may be the peak of winter, but
the Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference Center in Greenfield, N.H., is already
preparing for summer. Summer camp registration opens Feb. 1 at
www.bchcenter.org/camp. For more details on programs and session dates, visit the
Barbara C. Harris Center site or contact the camp registrar, Abby, at
abby@bchcenter.org. Scholarships are available through Douglas Lemaire
Scholarship fund. Applications can be obtained through the church office.
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Best Wishes to Dr. Steven Young
On January 6th we said a sad farewell to our Organist/Choir Director, Dr. Steven
Young and our choir section leaders, Angela Maloney, Chelsea Fisk and Kyle Cote.
Dr. Young, a professor at Bridgewater State University, joined the staff of St. Thomas during the summer of 2014. During those 4 1/2 years, he provided us with
some wonderful musical performances on our beautiful Jardine organ and developed the choir which performed a variety of fabulous works. Additionally, each
year we enjoyed his organ recitals. At Christmastime each year, his Briarwood Ensemble, an a capella choir, entertained us with a variety of Christmas music of
20th and 21st century composers as we kicked off the Christmas season.
As Choir Director, Steve demanded the best (particularly from his section leaders),
but was a great teacher and demonstrated great patience. We learned a lot from
him and have great respect for his knowledge, understanding, dedication, compassion and sense of humor. Thank you, Steve! We appreciate all you did for St. Thomas Church and will miss you greatly.

Music Committee
A Music Committee is being re-formed
at St. Thomas to plan the music for our
worship. We will be gathering monthly
to choose hymns and musicians for the
upcoming services. Any persons interested in joining us should contact Fr.
John Beach.

TICKET

Home Plate ~ Bay Street Grille
April 23, 2019

Profit
The December
Home Plate
Fundraiser :
$260.46 from food
$265 from raffle

Enjoy lunch or dinner with your family and friends and present this
ticket with your bill. St. Thomas
Church will receive 20% of your bill.
This offer is good on sit-down meals,
take-out orders as well as gift certificates purchased.
This ticket should be cut out, copied
and given to your family and friends,
and take one with you to Home Plate.
NOTE: No tickets are allowed to
be distributed at Home Plate
Restaurant at any time.
SEE YOU THERE!

Supports

Episcopal Church of
St Thomas
Bring this ticket to
Home Plate Bay St. Grill on

Tuesday,
April 23, 2019
Good for dine-in, take-out
and gift card purchases.
Tickets cannot be distributed
at any time at Home Plate.

20% of your billwill be donated to
Episcopal Church of St Thomas
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Join us at Church School
Director
Teachers
Start Time:
End Time:

Renee Vitale

Renee Vitale
Steve Lombardi, Jacqui Schell, Pattie Stagliola, Gayle
Raposa, Eric and Annemarie Amoedo, Tanja LeBeau, June
Perkins
10:00 AM
10:45 AM (at Peace) Children will be escorted to church

ALL ARE WELCOME
Registration forms are available in the church or through the office.
Our church school program runs Sundays from 10 AM - 10:45 AM from
September through May. Programs offered include:
Nursery (ages 1 - 4) ~ Located in the chapel
School-age ~ Located in the Parish Hall 2nd floor classrooms
January/February Church School Program:
Poet Laureate
Mary Oliver
dies at 83

January 27 Family/Youth Sunday (no church school)
February 3 The Parable of the Great Pearl
Nursery (Pattie Stagliola / Annemarie Amoedo)
School-aged (Renee Vitale / Steven Lombardi)
February 10 The Parable of the Sower
Nursery (Denise Beneteau / June Perkins)
School-aged (Eric Amoedo / Jacqui Schell White)
February 17 The Parable of the Leaven
Nursery (Pattie Stagliola / Tanja LeBeau
School-aged (Renee Vitale / Steven Lombardi
February 24 Family/Youth Sunday (no church school)

“The end of life has its
own nature, also worth
our attention.”

Mary Oliver was a
prolific poet whose
work garnered a wide
audience for its clear,
direct explorations of
the natural world.

Ministry of Eucharistic Ministers

Rev. John Beach

St. Thomas, like many Episcopal Churches, has a tradition of licensing members
of the community to be Eucharistic Ministers. Such ministers are commissioned
to bring the consecrated host and wine from the church to persons unable to be
physically present at our Eucharistic gathering. There is a 5-minute order of service generally used on visits and this need not include a longer visit (though it
could if that is desired). It is my intention to enlarge the pool of Eucharistic Ministers such that they would visit a parishioner once a month. If any of you would
like to participate in this ministry, please let me know. We shall be having a
training session and discussion about how we might be most effective in this ministry. There are currently over 30 parishioners who are very much a part of this
congregation, but are not able to partake in the sacraments. Ensuring that they
are regularly visited will contribute to the building up of the body of Christ in this
place.
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Joy of Living Senior Lunches

Senior
Lunches

People 55 and older are invited to
Lunch is served at 12 noon followed
meet for Joy of Living Luncheons at by an occasional program, fellowship
12 Noon on Thursdays in St. Thomas or group conversation (12:30 - 1).
Parish Hall. Lunch is sponsored by
St. Thomas Senior Ministry to deFor more information, contact Avis
velop community among senior citiLeary at avisleary@comcast.net or
zens. The lunch is free of charge and
(508) 823-4390.
all are welcome to attend. Voluntary
Offerings will be accepted for ODB
ministry.

Search Committee Update
PSST
Search Committee
back row.

Ethel Fraga

Christina Latour

The Search Committee has been receiving applications since December 1,
2018 and has three potential candidates. It met on January 3rd to finalize
its list of interview questions and discuss applications and resumes submitted. Interviews have been scheduled with all three candidates throughout
January.
Guide the members of our Search Committee as they labor to
be faithful in seeking your will. Give us wisdom and discernment and confidence in your timing. Help us to be thoughtful, open-minded and respectful listeners.

Every Member Canvass
The vestry would like to thank all of the parishioners who have submitted
their pledges for the support of St. Thomas in 2019. We are grateful for your
generosity.
Though we have received responses from 60 families, we are still waiting for
40 response cards which have not yet been sent in. If you intend to pledge for
2019 and have not yet done so, we would greatly appreciate receiving your
card at your earliest convenience.

On-line pledging and donating available
o Pay your pledge directly from your checking account or by credit card
o Donate to all the other events throughout the year
Visit our St. Thomas webpage at www.stthomastaunton.com. Click the blue
“donate” button in the upper left hand corner of our web page. That will lead
you to our online giving page where you can create a user ID and password
and select how often you'd like to pay your pledge (one time, weekly or
monthly).
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Mass. missioners make return visit following
readmission of church in Cuba
Rev. Beach
accompanies
group on
Mission Trip to
Cuba to build
relationships,
take supplies
and help with
projects

In a small town in Cuba, letters and picto deepen relationships with people.
tures drawn by children at St. Paul’s
Church in Nantucket hang on a wall.
They are the result of a partnership between two Diocese of Massachusetts parishes, St. Paul’s Church in Nantucket and
St. Luke’s Church in Fall River, and Iglesia
San Juan Evangelista (St. John the Evangelist Church) in Vertientes, Cuba--a welcome change for many in Cuba after years
of isolation.
This is an exciting time for the Episcopal
Church of Cuba. At General Convention
this summer, the House of Bishops and
House of Deputies voted unanimously to
readmit the Episcopal Church of Cuba as a
diocese of the Episcopal Church after it had
been ousted by the House of Bishops in
1966 due to the geopolitics of the time.

PARISH PROFILE
Any parishioner who
would like to view
the Parish Profile can
do so by going to the
St. Thomas web site:
www.StThomasTaun
ton.com
...or the Diocese web
page
www.diomass.org

A group of four from the Diocese of Massachusetts returned on Nov. 13 from an eightday mission trip to Cuba: Lucy Bixby and
Vicky Goss from St. Paul’s, Nantucket;
Marta Rivera from St. Peter's Church in
Cambridge; and the Rev. John Beach, interim priest at St. Thomas's Church
in Taunton. (Another committed partner, the Rev. Jim Hornsby from St. Luke’s,
Fall River, was unable to go.) The Massachusetts Episcopalians have taken trips to
Cuba to build relationships with the community there as well as bring supplies and
help with projects; they are currently raising money to help construct a new church
building.
The Rev. Holly Hartman, missioner for
global partnerships, first got involved in
this partnership when St. Paul’s contacted
her office about a grant and asked to have
someone from diocesan staff accompany
them on a trip in March to bring a water
purification system to be installed.

From left: Vicky Goss, Marta Rivera, Lucy
Bixby and the Rev. John Beach.

The Rev. John Beach, who originally got
this relationship going, similarly
said, “They could do this without us. I
want to avoid this impression that we’re
going down and ‘saving’ them.”
Beach was serving as a chaplain at Florida
State University in the mid-90's when he
first went to Cuba at the height of the embargo when you could only go if you were
sponsored by a religious institution. He
started traveling to Cuba with a group that
regularly went from the Diocese of Florida
and immediately noticed among the people
they encountered "an infectious love."
"They gather together and dance frequently. I was struck that during the coffee
hour everybody salsas," he said. "It was
delightful to see these little kids and grandmothers and everybody just dancing together." When he later found himself in the
Diocese of Massachusetts serving at St.
Paul’s in Nantucket, he inspired others to
get involved, including Lucy Bixby who
first went to Cuba in 2016 and has just returned from her fourth trip in the past two
years.

Hartman explained that in addition to proBixby has developed a love for the Cuban
jects like the water purification system, the
people she has met. “They’re so loving and
goal of this partnership and others like it is
generous in ways that are just really reContinued on Page 7...
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markable.” Bixby stressed that these trips
for her are all about being with other people
and discovering what you have in common.
“I felt very clearly, ‘This is a land where I
can help. This is something I can do.’ And
it’s worked out. The doors have opened and
the path has been clear. This has been an
incredible part of my life,” Bixby said.

BIBLE STUDY
Beginning
January 20, 2019
All are welcome to
join Rev. Beach in
the Rector’s Office
9 - 9:40 am
Sundays
Bring a Bible
We will reflect on the
scripture readings for
the upcoming Sunday.

Bixby has played an important role in organizing these trips and this partnership,
an example being her work for the trip in
March 2018: In order to purchase and bring
down the parts for a water purification system, Bixby had to research water systems,
how they function and what they cost. Having never written a grant in her life, she
wrote a matching grant proposal to the diocesan Global Mission Committee and St.
Paul’s was awarded a $10,000 grant,
while another $10,000 in matching dollars
was raised from members of St. Paul’s as
well as three other churches in the diocese.
Vicky Goss, a parishioner from St. Paul’s,
got involved when she heard fellow parishioner Bixby make an announcement at
church about an upcoming trip. Goss has
now been to Cuba twice and believes that
the purpose of this partnership is to share
Christ’s love in every way possible.

Cuba’s Holy Trinity Cathedral in Havana.

The American flag is carried next to the Cuban flag for the first time since 1966.

Lucy Bixby carried the American flag next
to the Cuban flag during the procession for
the first time since 1966. Bixby also did a
reading in Spanish. She described the service as amazing, saying, “There was a 22member chorus from D.C. performing sacred
music during the service, and at the end,
their sextet burst into wild, jazzy samba and
there was joyful dancing in the aisles!”
The Rev. John Beach was invited to preach
at the service and towards the end of his
sermon spoke of the love that he has felt
both for and from the Cuban people:
“Wherever acts of kindness are demonstrated, and they occur in the most unlikely
of places, the healing presence of God is
found. Cuba has experienced isolation from
much of the rest of world because of the cruelty of U.S. sanctions…It has been in this
place, and at this altar that we experience
that love which casts out all fear.”

“I feel that this community understands
completely the sharing of Christ’s love.
Their financial resources are almost nonexistent but their outpouring of love to everyone around them is very clear and very
visible, so that was the connection we
wanted to share. Our church wanted to create a companionship with their church and,
while they can’t give us anything back in
material terms, they can give us back a
great deal in learning how to give and learn- Parishes interested in mission partnerships
ing how to make the most of what you have,” in Cuba are invited to contact the Rev. Holly
Hartman at hhartman@diomass.org .
Goss said.
On the last day of the recent November trip, --Bridget K. Wood
the group was invited to participate in the
November 20, 2018
Sunday service at the Episcopal Diocese of
~ GRAPEVINE DEADLINE ~ March Deadline is February 21st
Send articles to Beverly Kimball

(h) (508) 697-6667 ~ e-mail: bevdanek@outlook.com

PAGE 8

GRAPEVINE

Prayer for our Mission

Pastoral Care Team
Rev. John Beach
Please pray for all who are sick
& shut-in…
Jean Nicholson
Kaitlyn Funk
Malcolm Baker
Jean Kimball
Beth Munroe
Beverly Klotz
Steve Bishop
Phyllis Parker
Connie Vitale
Please contact the church
office with any pastoral
emergencies. Be sure to
inform Lynn if you know
of anyone in the parish
who is ill and/or in the
hospital.
In addition to keeping you
on our prayer list, Rev.
Beach is available, upon
request, to visit and take
communion to those who
are sick/shut-in or hospitalized.

VOLUME 38, NUMBER 7

Pray for our Military

O gracious and loving God, you work everywhere reconciling, loving and healing
your people and your creation. In your
Son, and through the power of your Holy
Spirit, you invite each of us to join you in
your work. We, young and old, lay and
ordained, ask you to form us more and
more in your image and likeness,
through our prayer and worship of you
and through the study of your scripture,
that our eyes will be fully opened to your
mission in the work. Then, God, into our
communities, our nation and the world,
send us to serve with Christ taking risks
to give life and hope to all people and all
of your creation. We ask this in Jesus’
name. Amen.

Daniel Snowdall
Megan Drewniak
Adam Dyke
William Marsh IV
Donald Souza
Noel Souza
Ryan Vohnoutka
Christopher French
Alex Bolton
Scott Larson
Justin Medeiros
Dominic Vitale
Jordan Leech

Join us in Prayer for a New Rector
Please join us in saying this prayer daily during our search for a new rector.
Lord, help us to be a caring congregation and
to find a new rector who will be caring, capable
and devoted to Gospel values.
Lord, you are wise, powerful, merciful, loving and a healer.
We turn our will and our lives and all of our needs over to you.

Healing Prayer Ministry
Healing Prayers will be offered the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month at the
10 o’clock service during Communion.
Members of the congregation may come to pray for spiritual or emotional,
physical healing for self or loved ones, for grace needed on the journey, and
to give thanks for blessings received. See Ethel Fraga or Donna Francis.

Note from Rabbi Anne Heath
Last month, the congregation of St. Thomas wrote a letter of condolence and
support to the Congregation Agudath Achim following the horrible shootings
at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. Rabbi Anne Heath responded with a
lovely note
Dear Fr. Beach, Please extend my and the congregation’s thank you for your expressions of support and solidarity as the greater Jewish community experienced the grievous loss of life at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. Thank you for your note
and the note of Ethel Fraga dropped with so many signatures. All the best for peace
in 2019 and beyond.
Rabbi Heath

GRAPEVINE
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EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/LAYREADERS
January 27
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

COFFEE
HOUR
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
Coffee Hour is a
good time of
fellowship and a
chance to meet
old friends, welcome new members and visitors.
Without our
volunteers, this is
not possible.
Please consider
taking one or
two Sundays a
year. Contact
Lynn in the
church office at
(508) 824-9595

February 3
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

February 10
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
February 17
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

February 24
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Janet White
Alix McNamee, Prayers/Chalice
Wayne Perkins, Chalice

COFFEE HOUR
January 27
Donna Francis
Terry Asci

Avis Leary
Marge Largey, Lector
Jacqui Schell, Prayers/Chalice
Beverly Kimball, Chalice

February 3
Birthday & Anniversary
February 10
Annual Meeting

Janet White
Linda Belenger, Lector/Chalice
Fran McKinnon, Prayers/Chalice

February 17
Len & Sarah Walker

Avis Leary
Len Walker, Prayers/Chalice
Sarah Walker, Chalice
Mark Doherty, Lector

February 24
(no volunteers)

Youth Sunday
Janet White
Alix McNamee, Prayers/Chalice
Wayne Perkins, Chalice

Acolyte Schedule - Winter, 2019

Lisa Benedetti

Please note that due to the fact that the 10:00 AM service will meet in the Chapel
during the winter, Rev. Beach has asked for one acolyte to carry the cross and prepare the elements (bread and wine) for communion. No torchbearers or gospel carriers will be needed during this time due to the limited space at the Chapel altar.
Rev. Beach has asked that when you are serving for the first time in the Chapel and
assisting in preparing the elements, you please arrive at 9:30 for instruction.
January 27 - Douglas Francis

March 31 - Logan Frank

February 3 - Elijah Figueroa
February 10 - Karissa Murray
February 17 - Logan Frank
February 24 - Condoleezza Dwuye

April 7 - Condoleezza Dwuye

March 3 - Stephen Rose
March 10- Douglas Francis
March 17 -Elijah Figueroa
March 24 - Karissa Murray

Thank You John Cameron

April 14 - Palm Sunday
Crucifer - Stephen Rose
Torchbearers - Brianna Kiester
Calvinne Dwuye
Back Cross - Condoleezza Dwuye
Gospel -

Paul Boudreau

A big thank you to John Cameron who performed double duty this week. He plowed
the parking lot early Sunday after the storm then spent several hours on site on Monday
helping to get the heat going in the parish hall! Concerned it would get cold and pipes might freeze,
John stayed around to help. I also rely on him often for advice on fixing things. THANKS John!
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On-Going Events ~ Save the Dates
Saturdays (1st)
Sundays (1st)
Sundays (1st & 3rd)
Sundays (2nd)
Sundays (2nd)
Sundays (weekly)
Sundays (weekly)
Sundays (last Sunday)
Sundays (4th Sunday)
Tuesdays (2nd)
Tuesdays (4th)
Wednesdays (weekly)
Wednesdays (1st)
Wednesdays (4th)
Thursdays (weekly)

6:00 PM 11:30 AM 11:30 AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM 9:00 AM 10:00 AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 7:30 PM 6:30 PM 8 AM 12:00 N -

Senior Ministry—Coram Lounge
Executive Committee
Healing Prayer ~ Serviceman’s Altar ~ Ethel Fraga/Donna Francis
Newcomers’ Meeting - Coram Lounge
Christian Formation Meeting
Choir Rehearsal—at the organ
Church School
Youth Sunday
Building & Grounds Committee—Coram Lounge
VESTRY—Coram Lounge
Finance Committee Meeting—Counting Room
Choir Rehearsal—Chapel
Mindfulness Group—Coram Lounge
Brown Bag Program - Parish Hall
Senior Luncheon—Parish Hall

Upcoming Events ~ Mark Your Calendars
January 27 8 & 10
February 10 11:30 AM
March 31
April 23
All Day

Rt. Rev. Gayle Harris’ visit to St. Thomas
ANNUAL MEETING ~ Parish Hall
Scholarship Applications’ deadline
Home Plate Fundraiser ~ Bay Street Grille

ANNUAL MEETING and Pot Luck Luncheon
Please bring a dish to share
(sign-up sheets can be found in the back of the Chapel)

Facility Rentals
New Life Church

Tuesdays
Saturdays
Sundays

6:30 PM
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
12 Noon - 2 PM

7th Day Adventist

Thursdays
Friday
Saturday

7 PM - 8:30 PM
7 PM - 8:30 PM
9 AM - 1:30 PM
4 PM - 7:30 PM

Sunday

5 PM - 7 PM
7 PM - 8:30 PM

Wednesdays
Saturdays
3rd Tuesday
Wednesdays
Mondays
Thursdays

6 PM - 7:30 PM
10:30 AM - 1 PM
7 PM
7 PM
5 PM
5 PM

Boy Scouts
Christ Community Church
Taunton Community Service
Overeaters Anonymous
Karate

Chapel
Chapel
Chapel

Chapel
Chapel
Chapel & Classrooms
Classrooms &
Parish Hall
Classrooms
Chapel
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
Coram Lounge
Coram Lounge
Parish Hall
Parish Hall
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BRIEF HISTORY—Thomas Coram, a wealthy sea captain and philanthropist, arrived
from England in the 1690’s and established a successful shipyard on the Taunton River.
He returned to London in 1703 and left behind 59 acres of land in trust and a substantial collection of books to help found a Church of England in Taunton.
Twenty-five years later Thomas Coram’s intent was carried out. In 1728 a congregation
of lay persons gathered and a small church was built on the outskirts of town near the
Three Mile River on what is now Tremont Street. Although the land trust was no longer
available, Coram’s library of books became the basis for the young parish’s ministry. The
church was named St. Thomas.
During the Revolution, St. Thomas Church, like most Episcopal Churches, fell upon hard
times and was closed for a number of years as were many others in the area. The building itself stood unused and blew down in the Gale of 1815. In 1820 the parish was
incorporated. In 1828 the Vestry voted to seek a minister who was called and then a
new building was erected in the center of Taunton on High Street across from the present building.

The mission of the church is to
restore all people to unity with
God and each other in Christ.

The church grew rapidly leading to the enlargement of the building in the 1840’s and
this, too, was soon outgrown. The third and present structure designed by Richard Upjohn was consecrated in 1859. A chapel was added in 1869. A fire gutted the Church
sanctuary in 1898, but it was rebuilt with the addition of a large three-manual Jardine
organ in 1899.

To Welcome and Grow in Love.

The historically significant 1759 McKinstry House (present rectory) adjacent to the
church was purchased in 1907 for use as a Sunday School. In 1910 Mr. & Mrs. Walter
Cabot Baylies donated a Sunday School building. This parish house has proven to be of
immeasurable value throughout the years to the church and to the entire community. In
1960 ground was broken for an addition to the parish house which completed the complex of buildings as we know it today.

On-Going Committees
Acolytes—Lisa Benedetti, Elizabeth Boudreau,
Altar Guild—Anna Loura
Archives—Marge Largey

Consider joining one or more of these committees
Greeters—Renee Vitale
Healing Prayer Ministry— Ethel Fraga, Donna Francis
Hospitality/Newcomers - Sarah Walker

Audit Committee—
Brown Bag Program—Lynn Clifford

Historian—

Building & Grounds—Renee Vitale/Paul Boudreau

Mission Trips— Paul Boudreau, Lisa Benedetti, Andrew
Francis, Kim Avila

Capital Fund Drive -Mike Stagliola/ Wayne Perkins
Centering Prayer—Ethel Fraga
Christian Education—Renee Vitale
Coffee Hour - Lynn Clifford
Counters—Sarah Walker
Fair— Renee Vitale
Finance Committee— Mike Stagliola, Treasurer
Budget Insurance Investment Stewardship - Christina Latour/Terry Asci
Flower Committee—Cheryl Medeiros
Fundraising Committee—Paul Boudreau / Vestry
Grapevine—Beverly Kimball

Lobster Roll Day—Paul Boudreau / Len Walker

Haiti Micah Fund—Paul Boudreau
Music Committee—Dr. Steven Young
Our Daily Bread—Rene Cantin
Pastoral Care Team/Visitations— Avis Leary, Alan Dennen,
Maureen Eldredge
Property Rentals—Paul Boudreau
Scholarship Committee—Kirk Cleathero
Senior Ministry—Avis Leary
Spiritual Development—Ethel Fraga
Waldron-Gibson House (School Street) —
Wine & Cheese Reception Coordinator—
Yard Sale -

