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From your Senior Warden

Dear fellow parishioners:

This Labor Day weekend brought
new and unique challenges to all
of us at St. Thomas Church. As
your Senior Warden, I want to
take the opportunity to update
everyone on what you can expect
to see from your leadership team
and vestry in the coming months.

Our first priority once Fr. Rich
announced he was leaving was to
ensure we had a great sendoff for
him, and that it was a reflection of
his many contributions here. His
two wishes were that it be infor-
mal and outdoors if at all possible.
I hope everyone had a chance to
say goodbye and “thank you” to
him for his efforts here. I know
he was very pleased with the
event on August 20t held on the
parish lawn, and we were blessed
with a beautiful weather day.
While some may have desired a
more formal collation, my instinct
1s to always ask those being hon-
ored what they would like to see
happen so that they can enjoy
themselves and, hopefully, create
a lasting memory for all.

Now that his goodbye is behind us
we, as your executive team, — my-
self, Michael Stagliola, Lisa
Benedetti & Jim Medeiros - do not
want to lose some of the momen-
tum we’ve noticed here over the

October, 2017

past 12 months. We have been
hard at work trying to provide a
game plan which we hope will
lead to continuity for our church
as we go about the task of finding
a new priest. Here’s where we
stand:

Rev. Libby Berman served as cele-
brant again on Sunday, Septem-
ber 3 as the Diocese works to find
a permanent solution for an in-
terim priest. Lisa and I met with
Fr. Jean Baptiste Ntagengwa, Di-
rector of Transition for the Dio-
cese, on August 1. Together we
reviewed the process of executing
a search for a new priest, what
protocols are already in place,
what we learned as best practices
for us from the last search the
parish had before hiring Fr. Rich,
and what resources are available
from the Diocese.

Our first goal is to develop a cohe-
sive selection committee made up
of both parishioners and one or
two vestry members. That work
has already begun. We have al-
ready had parishioners indicate
they are willing to serve. If you
would like to add your name to
the list, please reach out to Lynn
or one of your executive team.
Once the search committee is
formed we will set about the task
of building the documents needed

Continued Page 2
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E-MAIL REQUEST If
you have not been re-
ceiving the news and
announcements we send
electronically, please
send your email to
lynnclifford | @comcast.n
et, so that we can make
sure you get updated
information. This is im-
portant not only because
we send the most up-to-
date information on our
activities via the Internet,
but also because we give
notice by email in the
event of a weather can-

cellation.

Also, if you have
changed your e-mail
address, please be sure
we have your current
one. Send to church
office or print on sheet

in the church.

(financials, parish profile, etc.) to execute recruitment and interviews.
Our goal is to have selection committee in place before the end of Septem-
ber.

On Homecoming Sunday we not only welcomed back many of our parish-
1oners now that summer 1s almost over, but we also kicked off our Annual
Appeal Campaign for 2018 led by Michael Stagliola and this team. We
also began signups for Sunday School as we look to develop a more robust
Christian Development Program. Thanks to Annemarie Amoedo and
Renee Vitale for taking a leadership role on this effort. Please try to join
us at one of the services: 8AM in the Chapel or 10AM in the main church
as we welcome back Dr. Steve and our wonderful choir.

Please keep the survivors of Hurricane Harvey in your prayers. I have
been asked by a few parishioners if we are taking up a collection. I would
defer all to the Massachusetts Diocese website for donations to that effort,
see the following at their website:

Episcopal Relief & Development urges prayers for communities along
the US Gulf Coast dealing with the impact of Hurricane Harvey. Please
donate to the Hurricane Harvey Response Fund and visit the organiza-
tion's website for more information about relief and recovery ef-

forts. http://www.episcopalrelief.org/hurricane-harvey-response

As many of you know, our fundraisers not only serve to help fund the
church’s operating budget, but they also allow all of us to work together in
fellowship and to meet other parishioners. Please plan to support these
efforts as a committee member, attendee or host for your friends and fam-
ily. Coming soon:

Fall Fair — Saturday and Sunday, October 21 & 22. This effort to be
led by a group of parishioners, please mark on your calendar.

Last, know that your vestry is committed to doing the job needed to keep
St. Thomas vital and thriving, while we go through the process of finding
our next rector. One of my goals is to provide transparency whenever pos-
sible via email, weekly announcements and open forum. Always, please
feel free to reach out to any of us should you have questions or sugges-
tions that might help us continue to make St. Thomas Church a place of
which we can all be proud.

Blessings, Len Walker, Sr. Warden

~ GRAPEVINE DEADLINE ~ November Grapevine - October 20.

Send articles to Beverly Kimball
(h) (508) 697-6667 ~ e-mail: bevdanek@outlook.com
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Notes from the Organ Console Dr. Steven Young

REHEARSALS: Wednesdays, 7:30 PM (chapel)
Sundays, 9:00 AM (church)

OCTOBER ANTHEMS:

October 1 Come, Thou Fount of every blessing Julian Wachner
October 8 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies T. Frederick H. Candlyn
October 15  The Lord Bless You and Keep You Peter C. Lutkin

October 22  Behold now, praise the Lord Everett Titcomb
October 29  Oh for a closer walk with God C. V. Stanford

New members are always welcome to join us.

“Stay” is a charming word in a friend’s vocabulary.
y

Amos Bronson Alcott

Homecoming Sunday ~ good food and fellowship
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CHURCH
SCHOOL
RETURNS

': P‘d\/!
G Learn

MORE
DONATIONS

NEEDED

Church School Registration

We are pleased to announce the return of our church school at St. Thomas
Episcopal Church.

Renee Vitale / Annemarie Amoedo

Beginning Sunday, October 1st our church school will be in session from
10:00 AM until 10:45. Children will meet in the church at 10 AM and
will be dismissed following the Processional. They will be escorted
back to church for the Peace and Eucharist at 10:45.

Our nursery program will be held in the chapel under the leadership of An-
nemarie Amoedo, and the primary/secondary school program will be held in
the classrooms (upstairs in the parish hall), under the leadership of Renee
Vitale and Steven Lombardi.

§ We will have a rolling admission policy and wel-
come new and visiting children. If you wish to reg-
- ister, please send an email to

= renee.m.vitale@gmail.com. If you wish to assist or
" teach within the program, please contact Renee

¥ Vitale at your earliest possible convenience.

Church School Topics for October include

October 1 Circle of Church Year

October 8 The Ten Best Ways

October 15 Creation

October 22 The Great Family

October 29 No Church School - Family/Youth Sunday

Christian formation is so important to the health and well being of a
church. As we transition into new leadership, we must work together to
support the ministries so vital to our present and future.

Check out the Bid Board at the Fair

Y Membership (one year Family - Taunton)
Framed David Ortiz picture
Silpada Jewelry
Holly Bushes
Sullivan Tire gift certificate
Segregansett Golf Club, Golf Package
Easton Children’s Museum (4 full admissions)

Mohegan Sons (2 buffet tickets)
Paw Sox tickets (4-pack)
Alive Restaurant in Rehoboth (gift certificate)

SOMEDONATONS TN Chateau Restaurant - Norwood or Norton (gift certificate)

...AND MORE TO COME
LOOKING FOR MORE DONATIONS
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Annemarie Amoedo
Chair, 2017
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NEED HELP
ADVERTISING

Take some flyers and
pass them around

BOOTH SET-UP
Sunday, October 15th

Strong arms
needed

VISITING ARTISANS

Include:

Hidden Hollow
The Avilas’ Alpacca goods

Willowsong
Carol Tardiff's handmade cop-
per jewelry

Margaret Hazelton
Handmade greeting cards

Joannie Tantillo
Fine art photography

Lorna Medeiros
Knitted items

Shady Pine Soaps
Jeanne Caras

Lularoe Boutique
Alysha St. Germaine

AND MORE

Annual Church Fair Coming Soon

October 21 and 22, 2017
Saturday - 9 - 3 and Sunday 11 - 3
Sunday dinner at 4 - Bella Roma Restaurant
Cafeteria open for lunches ~ Saturday all day / Sunday 11:30 AM for lunch

BOOTHS AND CHAIRPERSONS

Adult Roll-ups
Bakery

Pies

Bid Board

Cafeteria

Children’s Clothes

Children’s Games

Children’s Roll-ups

Chinese Auction

Paul Boudreau
Dane Kimball
Judy McGuire
Terry Asci
Cheryl Medeiros
Sharon Cravenho
Sandi Mongiovi
Aaron LeBeau
Pattie Stagliola
Christina Latour
Maureen Eldredge
Renee Vitale
Steve Lombardi
Susan Cameron
Angela Maloney

Ginnie Teed

Farm Stand

Historical Hayride

Jewelry

Knits/Stitches

Lottery Ticket Tree

Money Wreath

Quilt Raffles
White Elephants

Alix McNamee
Lisa Maciejowski
Andrew Francis
Annmarie Matoulis
Tracy

Kim Avila

Carole Hunt
Connie Capron
Wayne Perkins
June Perkins
Beverly Kimball
Carole Hunt
Wayne Perkins
June Perkins
Marge Largey
Bob Wilbur

DEADLINE FOR DROPPING OFF NON-PERISHIBLE ITEMS

OCTOBER 15TH

THIS IS ANOTHER MAJOR FUNDRAISER FOR ST. THOMAS AND
NEEDS SUPPORT FROM ALL PARISHIONERS.
THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT THE FAIR
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ANNUAL FAIR ~ PLAN AHEAD

DONATIONS OF THE FOLLOWING NEEDED

Items to fill baskets

(children’s basket, wine basket, cleaning
basket, chocolate basket, relaxation

basket) ~ see Terry Asci

Jewelry and accessories

(particularly decorative pins new or old)

Lottery Tickets (any denomination)

Baked goods and Pies
Pumpkins (to paint) ~ children’s
Bid Board items (higher priced items)
Baskets (themed)

Knitted and hand-stitched items
Children’s Clothing - sizes to 6X
Clothes hangers (particularly children’s
Farm Stand items (produce, eggs, jams,
jellies, apples
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Pastoral Care Team

Please pray for all who are sick &
shut-in. ..

Cheryl Blanchard
Robert Lacasse
Craig Babcock
Jean Nicholson

Kaitlyn Funk

Please contact the church office
with any pastoral emergencies.
Be sure to inform Lynn if you
know of anyone in the parish
who is ill and/or in the hospi-
tal.

In addition to keeping you on
our prayer list, our Pastoral
Care Team is available, upon
request, to visit and take com-
munion to those who are sick/
shut-in or hospitalized.

Prayer for our Mission

O gracious and loving God, you work every-
where reconciling, loving and healing your
people and your creation. In your Son, and
through the power of your Holy Spirit, you
invite each of us to join you in your work.
We, young and old, lay and ordained, ask you
to form us more and more in your image and
likeness, through our prayer and worship of
you and through the study of your scripture,

that our eyes will be fully opened to your mis-
sion in the work. Then, God, into our commu-

nities, our nation and the world, send us to
serve with Christ taking risks to give life and
hope to all people and all of your creation.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Pray for our Military

Daniel Snowdall
Megan Drewniak
Adam Dyke
William Marsh IV
Donald Souza
Noel Souza
Ryan Vohnoutka
Christopher French
Rick Dray
Alex Bolton
Scott Larson
Brendan Clifford
Justin Medeiros

Pray for the Newly Baptized

Julie Ann Moore
Baptized August 27, 2017

Our
Daily Bread

Soup Kitchen

Joy of Living Senior Lunches Resume

These catered lunches are sponsored by
St. Thomas Senior Ministry to develop
community among senior citizens. All
seniors 55 years of age or older are wel-
come to join us.

The lunches are held in the St. Thomas
Church Parish Hall and are free of

OCTOBER SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

Ethel Fraga

charge. Donations may be made to help
support Our Daily Bread Soup Kitchen
Ministry.

Lunch served at 12 followed by programs
which inform and entertain, (12:30 to
1PM).

October 5th Mary Beth Ferreira, Executive Director of Our Daily Bread Soup
Kitchen will speak of her Healthy Eating Initiative and of the soup kitchen’s

reliance on volunteers.

On-line pledging and donating available

o Pay your pledge directly from your checking account or by credit card
o Donate to all the other events throughout the year

Visit our St. Thomas webpage at www.stthomastaunton.com. Click the

blue “donate” button in the upper left hand corner of our web page. That
will lead you to our online giving page where you can create a user ID and
password and select how often you'd like to pay your pledge (one time,

weekly or monthly).



http://www.stthomastaunton.com

VOLUME 37, NUMBER 6

GRAPEVINE

PAGE 7

GREETER SCHEDULE

October 1
Christina Latour
Audrey Pollard

October 8
Maureen Eldredge
Jacqui Schell

October 15
Jacqui Schell
Terry Asci

October 22
Renee Vitale
Steve Lombardi

October 29
Fran McKinnon
Larry Berghaus

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/LAYREADERS

FINANCE COMMITTEE
(4th Tuesdays)

October 26
November 23
December 22

Meetings start at 7:00 PM
in the Rector’s Office

October 1
8:00 AM Avis Leary
10:00 AM Terry Asci, Lector/Chalice
Monica Shearer, Prayers/Chalice
October 8
8:00 AM Renee Vitale
10:00 AM Marge Largey, Lector
Len Walker, Prayers/Chalice
Sarah Walker, Chalice
October 15
8:00 AM Janet White
10:00 AM Alix McNamee, Prayers/Chalice
Linda Belenger, Lector/Chalice
October 22
8:00 AM Avis Leary
10:00 AM Beverly Kimball, Lector/Chalice
Wayne Perkins, Prayers/Chalice
October 29 Youth Sunday
8:00 AM Janet White
10:00 AM Terry Asci, Prayers/Chalice

Monica Shearer, Chalice
Readers: Condoleezza Dwuye
Calvinne Dwuye

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE

October 1
Crucifer Stephen Rose
Candles Kloie Butler / Laila Butler
Gospel Vienna Martin
Back Cross Logan Frank
October 8
Crucifer Julia Boudreau
Candles Karissa Murray / Kassidy Murray
Gospel Dillon Auger
Back Cross Eljjah Figueroa
October 15
Crucifer Douglas Francis
Candles Condoleezza Dwuye / Logan Frank
Gospel Calvinne Dwuye

Back Cross Douglas Francis

October 22
Crucifer Julia Boudreau
Candles Elijjah Figueroa / Kloie Butler
Gospel Laila Butler
Back Cross Douglas Francis
October 29 Youth Sunday
Crucifer Douglas Francis
Candles Condoleezza Dwuye / Logan Frank
Gospel Calvinne Dwuye
Back Cross Mason Badger
Readers Condoleezza Dwuye / Calvinne

COFFEE HOUR

October 1
Birthday & Anniversary

October 8
Esther Wilbur

October 15
Michelle Rose
Toni Bryant

October 22
Fair

October 29
Mike Stagliola
Pattie Stagliola

COFFEE HOUR
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Coffee Hour is a good
time of fellowship and a
chance to meet old
friends, welcome new
members and visitors.
Without our volunteers,
this is not possible.

Please consider taking one
or two Sundays a year.
Contact Lynn in the
church office at
(508) 824-9595
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Home Plate Fundraiser

Home Plate ~ Bay Street Grille
December 12, 2017

Enjoy lunch or dinner with your family and
friends and present this ticket with your bill.
St. Thomas Church will receive 20% of your

TICKET

bill. This offer is good on sit-down meals, . Supports
Altar Guild Bake Sale- take-out orders as well as gift certificates pur- Eplscopal Church of
Homecoming Sunday chased. St Thomas
A profit of $330 was This ticket should be cut out, copied and

given to your family and friends, and take one
with you to Home Plate. NOTE: No tick-
ets are allowed to be distributed at
Home Plate Restaurant at any time.

realized thanks to the
support of the many
wonderful bakers and
those with a

“sweet tooth” SEE YOU THERE!

Home Plate Bay St. Grill on

Tuesday,
December 12, 2017

Good for dine-in, take-out
and gift card purchases.
Tickets cannot be distributed
at any time at Home Plate.

Take this ticket with you and
present with your bill.

Copy and give to your friends
and relatives.

DO NOT HAND THEM OUT
ON THE RESTAURANT
PROPERTY!

20% of your bill
will be donated to

Episcopal Church of St Thomas

I Bring this ticket to :

Helpers Needed

Once upon a time there were four people named Everybody, Somebody,
Nobody and Anybody. When there was an important job to be done, Eve-
rybody was sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done,

ﬁIEI.P but Nobody did it.

When Nobody did it, Everybody got angry because it was Everybody’s
job. Everybody thought that Somebody would do it, but soon Somebody
realized that Nobody would do it. So it ended up that Everybody blamed
Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done in the first
place.

1) >

...and SO BE IT! Everybody needs to support our activities -
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On-Going Events ~ Save the Dates

Saturdays (1st) 6:00 PM - Senior Ministry—Coram Lounge

Sundays (1st) 11:30 AM - Newcomer’s Meeting—Coram Lounge

Sundays (1st) 11:30 AM - Executive Committee

Sundays (1st & 3rd) 10:00 AM - Healing Prayer offered during Eucharist—Serviceman’s Altar
Sundays (2nd) 11:30 AM - Christian Formation Meeting

Sundays (weekly) 9:00 AM - Choir Rehearsal—at the organ

Sundays (weekly) 10:00 AM - Church School

Sundays (last Sunday) 10:00 AM - Youth Sunday
Sundays (4th Sunday) 11:30 AM - Building & Grounds Committee—Coram Lounge

Tuesdays (2nd) 7:00 PM - VESTRY—Coram Lounge

Tuesdays (4th) 7:00 PM - Finance Committee Meeting—Counting Room
Wednesdays (weekly) 7:30 PM - Choir Rehearsal—Chapel

Wednesdays (1st) 6:30 PM - Mindfulness Group—Coram Lounge
Wednesdays (4th) 8 AM - Brown Bag Program - Parish Hall

Thursdays (weekly) 12:00 N - Senior Luncheon—Parish Hall

Fridays (2nd) 10:00 AM - Knitters meet in the Coram Lounge

Upcoming Events ~ Mark Your Calendars

October 21/22 All Day FALL FAIR 2017
December 12 All Day Home Plate Fundraiser

Facility Rentals

woe ol 0T 0O

Silver City Teen Center Mondays 3PM-7PM Parish Hall
Wednesdays 3 PM - 5:30 PM Parish Hall
Fridays 3PM -7PM Parish Hall
Saturdays 1 PM - 4 PM Parish Hall
Champion Youth Tuesdays 5PM - 8 PM Parish Hall
New Life Church Tuesdays 6:30 PM Chapel
Saturdays 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Chapel
Sundays 12 Noon - 2 PM Chapel
7th Day Adventist Thursdays 7 PM - 8:30 PM Chapel
Friday 7 PM - 8:30 PM Chapel
Saturday 9AM - 1:30 PM  Chapel & Classrooms
4PM-7:30 PM Chapel & Parish Hall
Sunday 5PM - 7 PM Classrooms
7 PM - 8:30 PM Chapel
Boy Scouts Wednesdays 6 PM - 7:30 PM Parish Hall
Christ Community Church Saturdays 10:30 AM - 1 PM Parish Hall

Greater Taunton Community Service 3rd Tuesday 7 PM Coram Lounge




PAGE 10

GRAPEVINE VOLUME 37, NUMBER 6

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS

111 High Street
Taunton, MA 02780

The mission of the church is to
restore all people to unity with
God and each other in Christ.

To Welcome and Grow in Love.

BRIEF HISTORY—Thomas Coram, a wealthy sea captain and philanthropist, arrived
from England in the 1690’s and established a successful shipyard on the Taunton River.
He returned to London in 1703 and left behind 59 acres of land in trust and a substan-
tial collection of books to help found a Church of England in Taunton.

Twenty-five years later Thomas Coram’s intent was carried out. In 1728 a congregation
of lay persons gathered and a small church was built on the outskirts of town near the
Three Mile River on what is now Tremont Street. Although the land trust was no longer
available, Coram’s library of books became the basis for the young parish’s ministry. The
church was named St. Thomas.

During the Revolution, St. Thomas Church, like most Episcopal Churches, fell upon hard
times and was closed for a number of years as were many others in the area. The build-
ing itself stood unused and blew down in the Gale of 1815. In 1820 the parish was
incorporated. In 1828 the Vestry voted to seek a minister who was called and then a
new building was erected in the center of Taunton on High Street across from the pre-
sent building.

The church grew rapidly leading to the enlargement of the building in the 1840’s and
this, too, was soon outgrown. The third and present structure designed by Richard Up-
john was consecrated in 1859. A chapel was added in 1869. A fire gutted the Church
sanctuary in 1898, but it was rebuilt with the addition of a large three-manual Jardine
organ in 1899.

The historically significant 1759 McKinstry House (present rectory) adjacent to the
church was purchased in 1907 for use as a Sunday School. In 1910 Mr. & Mrs. Walter
Cabot Baylies donated a Sunday School building. This parish house has proven to be of
immeasurable value throughout the years to the church and to the entire community. In
1960 ground was broken for an addition to the parish house which completed the com-
plex of buildings as we know it today.

On-Going Committees

Consider joining one or more of these committees

Acolytes—Lisa Benedetti, Elizabeth Boudreau,
Altar Guild—Anna Loura

Archives—Marge Largey

Audit Committee—Susan Cameron,
Kirk Cleathero

Brown Bag Program—Lynn Clifford

Building & Grounds—dJr. Warden & Paul Boudreau
Capital Fund Drive -Mike Stagliola/ Wayne Perkins
Centering Prayer—Ethel Fraga

Christian Education—Annemarie Amoedo

Coffee Hour - Lynn Clifford

Counters—Sarah Walker

Fair— Annemarie Amoedo
Finance Committee— Mike Stagliola, Treasurer
Budget -
Insurance—
Investment -
Stewardship—
Flower Committee—Cheryl Medeiros
Fundraising Committee—Paul Boudreau / Vestry

Golf Tournament—Len Walker

Grapevine—Beverly Kimball
Greeters—Terry Asci

Healing Prayer Ministry—

Historian—

Lobster Roll Day—Paul Boudreau / Vestry

Mission Trips— Paul Boudreau, Lisa Benedetti, Andrew
Francis, Kim Avila

Haiti Micah Fund—Paul Boudreau
Music Committee—Dr. Steven Young

Newcomer Welcoming—Sarah Walker
Our Daily Bread—Rene Cantin

Parish Life Team—

Pastoral Care Team— Avis Leary, Alan Dennen,
Maureen Eldredge

Property Rentals—Andrew Francis

Scholarship Committee—Kirk Cleathero

Senior Ministry—Avis Leary

Spiritual Development—Ethel Fraga

Visitations—Avis Leary, Alan Dennen, Maureen Eldredge
Waldron-Gibson House (School Street) —

Wine & Cheese Reception Coordinator—




