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May, 2016 

Greetings from Fr. Rich 

 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

WEB PAGE… Check us out:  www.stthomastaunton.com 

Today is a swirl of activity around 

the church. We have an Eagle Scout 

project going on, window replace-

ment, asphalt dump, Senior Lunch-

eon with guest speaker, Our Daily 

Bread Soup Kitchen, grant deadline, 

and all the regular stuff that hap-

pens on a daily basis. There is a hum 

in the atmosphere with laughter, ex-

citement, new faces, temporary faces, 

and familiar faces. With so much go-

ing on, it is easy to lose oneself to the 

busyness. It is easy to get lost in the 

interactions of what is happening 

around me. It is easy to get dis-

tracted from the real business of the 

church which is to be connected to 

God, to be an outpost of the Kingdom, 

to be present. 

This morning a woman brought in a 

statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary to 

be blessed. I almost missed her in the 

running around trying to get groups 

settled and going. She got my atten-

tion and asked to speak with me. We 

went to my office and there she told 

me her story. She was diagnosed 

with lung cancer and had surgery to 

remove it three years ago. Each day 

she has been praying the Hail Mary 

and it has helped her deal with the 

illness and the pain. It has brought 

her peace and stillness in the face of 

anxiety and stress and the busyness 

of doctors, nurses, and surgeries. 

When she found the statue at Pen-

nies from Heaven, she bought it and 

took it home. She says it has become 

a symbol of hope and care, and helps 

her remember that all will be well. 

The busyness and the cares and 

anxieties of life can take us away 

from our true self. They can become a 

distraction from resting in the Pres-

ence of God and being at peace with 

our lives. I love the swirl of activity; 

it is energizing and exciting. But I 

have to be aware of what is most im-

portant: God’s Presence. 

Easter Blessings 

Father Rich+ 

I want to encourage everyone to visit a couple of places on the Internet 

and like some pages. First, if you haven’t been to our new web page you 

can find it at www.StThomasTaunton.com. Note it is .com, not .org. Then 

travel to Facebook.com where you can find St. Thomas Episcopal 

Church, Taunton, MA and like our page.  There you will find pictures, 

friends, and events. Remember to “like” our page so you can be kept up 

to date on what is happening there. 

The GRAPEVINE can now be accessed on line by following links in the weekly e-

newsletter or by visiting our web page and following links to the Grapevine. 

http://www.StThomasTaunton.com


Join the Joy of Living Seniors for their 

Thursday lunches.  These catered 

luncheons are free for anyone over 55.  

The meal begins at noon and is fol-

lowed by a short program usually 

about resources or events of interest 

to seniors.  Generally, on the fourth 

Thursday of every month, we have a 

special bingo with prizes. 

The programs are organized and sponsored 

by the Joy of Living Seniors ministry at St. 

Thomas which also sponsors the Nature 

and Meditation Walks.  Our Daily Bread 

provides the nutritious lunches offered 

each week.. 

Join the Joy of Living Seniors ~        Ann LaFleur, Chair 
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~ GRAPEVINE DEADLINE ~  June deadline is May 20, 2016 

Send articles to Beverly Kimball 

(h) (508) 697-6667 ~ e-mail: bevdanek@outlook.com 

Lobster Roll Day           June 3, 2016

One of our largest fundraisers is our annual Lobster Roll Day.   

Lots of help is needed for selling, picking, preparing, packing and 

delivering.  We prepare and deliver an average of 2,000 rolls each 

year to the greater Taunton community. 

Thursday night, June 2nd ~ 6 

PM ~ preparing lobster meat 

and packing coleslaw 

 

Friday morning June 3rd ~ 5 AM ~ preparing, 

packing and delivering rolls  

Deliveries begin around 9 AM so please stop by and offer to take a route. 

ORDER FORM INCLUDED ON PAGE 11 

USE IT, COPY IT AND PASS IT TO YOUR FRIENDS AND BUSISNESS 

ASSOCIATES. 

 

 

COMING SOON! 

Lobster Roll Day 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Senior lunches 

planned for June 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch for details on our summer picnic 

on the rectory lawn. 

 

 

Senior luncheons will 

resume in September 

May Luncheon Speakers 

May 5    Growing up Black   William Bell 

May 12   Growing up in a Portuguese Home Ethel Fraga 

May 19   This year and next   Group 

May 26   Bingo 
 

The group is planning to have a picnic on the rectory lawn—to be determined 

 

Avis Leary will assume the position of Chair for the coming year. 

THURSDAY June 2 

6:00 PM 

FRIDAY June 3 

5:00 AM 
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BAZAAR CHALLENGE 

The Committee is challenging each 

church group/committee to do-

nate a themed basket for raffles. 
 

Vestry 

Finance Committee 

Choir 

Stitchers / Knitters 

Altar Guild 

Acolytes 

Newcomer Welcoming 

Building & Grounds 

Others? 

 

Pick a theme and ask each person 

on your committee to make a do-

nation of an item or a monetary 

donation to purchase items.    

Fill a basket! 

 

 

 

 

Fair Committee Meeting 

May 15, 2016—Coram Lounge 

 

 

 

Bazaar Stitchers Gathering 

TUESDAY,  May 10, 2016—

Coram Lounge 

“SPOOKTACULAR” BAZAAR UPDATES 
Jane Lopes at  janelopes@comcast.net or (508)  944-0944 

Beverly Kimball at bevdanek@outlook.com or (508) 697-6667 

 All booths need donations of items and helpers during the fair. 

 Please DROP OFF ALL NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS EARLY! 

 Please BRING WHITE ELEPHANT ITEMS in clean and working 

 Please BRING BID BOARD ITEMS EARLY SO WE CAN ADVERTISE 

and encourage some competitive bidding. 

 Please consider the FARM STAND as you reap the wares from your gar-

den, gather the fresh eggs, prepare your jams and jellies and your special 

sauces.   

As we head into the summer season, the Committee needs to wrap up a few 

“loose ends” for our 2016 Bazaar! 

COMMITTEES’ CHALLENGE:  Have you met your  CHALLENGE?  
Please let the Chairs know your basket theme so we can advertise….  If we don’t 

hear from you, we will be contacting you. 

HAUNTED HAYRIDE NARRATOR:  Still looking for a brave sole to  guide 

their “subjects” on their haunted ride…. Loud voice!  Script and route provided. 

LOTTERY TICKETS: If EVERYONE would purchase just 1 or 2 lottery/scratch 

tickets and give them to Wayne Perkins ASAP, he can put together a huge tree(s) 

for raffle.  Please help us NOW on that request. 

TEMPORARY FENCING FOR RECTORY LAWN:  ANY IDEAS?  Children’s 

activities including bouncy house, crafts, games, pumpkin coloring, karaoke and 

safety (fire truck, finger printing, etc.) will be held on the lawn and under the 

tent.  For the safety of the children, a temporary fence would be great! 

CLOTHING REQUEST:  Plans underway for sale of gently used and clean  chil-

dren’s clothing—INFANT TO 6x ONLY PLEASE!!!!.  Get them in early.   

DONATION BOXES will be available during the bazaar for warm coats, hats, 

gloves, sweaters for ODB. 

 

NEXT MEETING OF THE FAIR COMMITTEE WILL BE 

SUNDAY, MAY 15TH IN THEH CORAM LOUNGE. 

PLEASE JOIN US! 

NEXT MEETING OF THE BAZAAR STITCHERS 

TUESDAY, MAY 10TH IN THE CORAM LOUNGE 
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O gracious and loving God, you work every-

where reconciling, loving and healing your 

people and your creation.  In your Son, and 

through the power of your Holy Spirit, you 

invite each of us to join you in your work.  

We, young and old, lay and ordained, ask 

you to form us more and more in your im-

age and likeness, through our prayer and 

worship of you and through the study of 

your scripture, that our eyes will be fully 

opened to your mission in the work.  Then, 

God, into our communities, our nation and 

the world, send us to serve with Christ tak-

ing risks to give life and hope to all people 

and all of your creation.  We ask this in 

Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Pray for the Dearly Departed         May light perpetual shine upon them 

Prayer for our Mission Pray for our Military 

 

Daniel Snowdall 

Megan Drewniak 

Adam Dyke 

William Marsh IV 

Donald Souza 

Noel Souza 

Ryan Vohnoutka 

Alex Paull 

Christopher French 

Rick Dray 

Alex Bolton 

Scott Larson 

Brendan Clifford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team 

Prayer List 

 

Please pray for our sick & shut-ins… 

 

Malcolm Baker 

Christopher McGuire 

Cathy Bettencourt 

Andy Marshall 

Young Family 

Eugenia Rego 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Fr. Rich with 

any pastoral emergencies.  Be 

sure to inform him if you know 

of anyone in the parish who is 

ill and/or in the hospital. 

In addition to keeping you on 

our prayer list, our Pastoral 

Care Team is available, upon 

request,  to visit and take com-

munion to those who are sick/

shut-in or hospitalized.  

 

 

 
 

Photo courtesy of Paul Boudreau 

Cullen James Doherty 

Son of  

Heather Bumpus and Patrick Doherty 

Born 11/17/2015 / Baptized 3/26/2016 

William Holt 

Called home March 17, 2016 

William was 100 years old 

He was the husband of the late Rita Holt, Brother to the late Eunice Dunne and Un-

cle to Patricia Rahman. William enjoyed arriving to church early to hear the organ 

music and the choir practice. 

Pray for the Newly Baptized 

Cillian Mercutio Xavier Perkins 

Son of 

Kristen Perkins 

Born 2/07/2015 / Baptized 3/26/2016 

Dillon Jeremy Auger 

Son of 

Melanie and Jack Auger 

Born 2/08/2006 / Baptized 3/26/2016 

Welcome the Newly Confirmed & Received 

Confirmation was held on Saturday, April 9th at St. John’s 

Church in Franklin with the Rt. Rev. Alan Gates, Bishop, offi-

ciating.  Those from St. Thomas being confirmed were Julia 

Rose Boudreau, Douglas Gordon Francis and Steven Andrew 

Lombardi.  Received into the Episcopal Church was Renee 

Marie Vitale.   

The cake was baked and decorated by Art’s International Bak-

ery to honor the confirmands.    
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
 

May 1 

Gospel  Condolezza Dwuye 

Crucifer  Stephen Rose 

Front Candles Julia Boudreau / Elijah Figueroa 
 

 

May 7  Nathan and Jade Holmes 

May 8 

Gospel  Kloie Butler 

Crucifer  Christopher Francis 

Front Candles Karissa Murray / Kassidy Murray 
 

May 15 

Gospel  Calvinne Dwuye 

Crucifer  Julia Boudreau 

Front Candles Camden Cleathero / Parker Cleathero 
 

 

May 21  Quincy Sylvia-Jones and Joey  

     Kazlauskas 

May 22  

Gospel  Condolezza Dwuye 

Crucifer  Stephen Rose 

Front Candles Karissa Murray / Kassidy Murray 

 

May 29  

Gospel  Kloie Butler 

Crucifer  Camden Cleathero 

Front Candles Elijah Figueroa / Parker Cleathero 

Readers  Christopher Francis / Douglas Francis 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/LAYREADERS 
 

May 1 

  8:00 AM Sonia Hodge 

10:00 AM Wayne Perkins, Lector/Chalice 

  Ashley Figueroa, Prayers/Chalice 
 

May 7  Brenda Neugeboren 

May 8 

  8:00 AM Michael Stagliola 

10:00 AM Linda Belenger, Lector/Chalice 

  Mary Wargat, Prayers/Chalice 
 

May 14  Raquel Holmes 

May 15 

  8:00 AM Avis Leary 

10:00 AM Marge Largey, Lector 

  Len Walker, Prayers/Chalice 

  Sarah Walker, Chalice 
 

May 21  Renee Vitale 

May 22 

  8:00 AM Sonia Hodge 

10:00 AM Wayne Perkins, Lector/Chalice 

  Monica Shearer, Prayers/Chalice 

   

May 28  Brenda Neugeboren 

May 29 

   8:00 AM Michael Stagliola 

10:00 AM Will Waytes, Chalice 

  Alix McNamee, Prayers/Chalice 

Readers: Christopher Francis / Douglas Francis 

Getting Ready to Paint the Church 

A BIG thank you to Matthew Bellocchio of the Andover Organ 

Company, (parishioner and friend) who volunteered his time 

and talent to remove the Festival Trumpets for a needed clean-

ing while the church was being painted.  Trumpets were re-

moved one by one and carefully packaged for transport. 
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E-MAIL REQUEST  If you 

have not been receiving the 

news and announcements we 

send electronically, please send 

your email to Fr. Rich at 

FrRich64@aol.com or to 

ynnclifford1@comcast.net, so 

that we can make sure you get 

updated information.  This is 

important not only because we 

send the most up to date infor-

mation on our activities via the 

Internet, but also because we 

give notice by email in the event 

of a weather cancellation. 

Also, if you have changed your e

-mail address, please be sure we 

have your current one. Send to 

church office or print on sheet 

in the church. 

 

This month we celebrate Pentecost on Sunday, May 15. I am asking everyone 

to wear red to symbolize the presence of the Holy Spirit. As usual, I am also 

inviting everyone who knows a foreign language to join me in the center of the 

church at the reading of the Gospel to read the lesson in that language. If you 

want a translation of the lesson to read, please call Lynn at 508-824-9595 and 

she will download one for you from the computer. If you already have your 

own translation of John 14:8-27, please feel free to use that one instead. 

In celebration of this important day in the life of the church, we will also have 

a Choral Evensong at 4:00 p.m. in the church. The choir will be singing such 

works as O Gladsome Light by Weidener, the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis 

by H. Brewer, and Creator Spirit by Whose Aid by V. Hoyle. Evensong lasts 

about 45 minutes and is a great way to center oneself through music and 

beauty before the week begins. There will be refreshments afterwards in the 

church. Of course, our new Children’s Mass begins at 5:00 p.m. in the chapel, 

and everyone is invited to attend that, too. 

Join us in wearing RED for Pentecost          

Thank you from Belize  

Rev. Dr. Richard Bardusch, 
 

I am writing to thank St Thomas's congregation for the gen-

erous gift of $2,735.85BZD. We received this just before 

Christmas 2015. 

 

We are using the money to repair and improve the fence sur-

rounding the church and school yard. In February an area 

adjacent to the gate threatened to tumble down making an 

immediate concern for the safety of our school children. How-

ever the fence had to be shorn up till after the busy Easter 

season before repairs could be completed. We used some of 

the monies from St Thomas for materials and St Paul's sup-

plied the labour. The accompanying document shows the 

before, during and after completion of the project. 

 

The last two pictures show the completed fence on the sea 

side of the property and the old fence facing the street. Our 

overall goal this summer is to continue raising the fence 

along the street side. We have worked out an agreement 

with Grace Episcopal Church of Radford, Virginia in which 

they will supply the materials (up to $2000US) and we will 

supply the labour. I'm sorry to say that not all the labour 

required can be obtained on a volunteer basis. We will need a 

mason, a mason's helper and a casual labourer or two. I 

would like to inform you that some of your funds will help 

us honour this commitment. 

 

I plan to keep you informed as to how your money has been 

used here at St Paul's by-the-Sea, Corozal Town, Belize. 

 

Blessings to all our brothers and sisters at St Thomas, 

Louise Bailey, Treasurer 

mailto:FrRich64@aol.com
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
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Happy Easter 

Dedication Ceremony  

On April 3rd, a new, more secure and wider 

door (which allows for easier deliveries) to the 

ODB soup kitchen was dedicated in memory of 

Arthur Largey.  Art was a founding member 

and dedicated supporter of the ODB for many 

years.  The entire Largey family was present 

for this ceremony.   
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After Sports’ Mass 

Sundays—5:00 PM 

Musician 

Jeff Paquette 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT BAZAAR 

PLANNING MEETING 

 

SUNDAY,  

May 15 

~ ~ ~ 

Plan early 

OCTOBER  

WILL COME QUICKLY 

 

 

 

 

 

June 18, 2016 

8:00 AM 

Upcoming Events ~ Save the Dates 

Saturdays  (weekly) 
Saturdays (1st) 
Sundays (1st) 
Sundays (1st & 3rd) 
Sundays (2nd) 
Sundays (weekly) 
Sundays (weekly) 
Sundays (weekly) 
Sundays (weekly) 
Sundays (last Sunday) 
Sundays (4th Sunday) 
Mondays (1st & 3rd) 
Mondays (3rd) 

Tuesdays (2nd) 
Tuesdays (4th) 
Wednesdays (weekly) 
Wednesdays (1st) 
Thursdays (weekly) 
Fridays (weekly) 
Fridays (2nd) 
Fridays (3rd) 
 

5:00 PM - 
6:00 PM - 

11:30 AM - 
10:00 AM - 
11:30 AM - 

9:00 AM - 
10:00 AM - 
1—6 PM - 
5:00 PM - 

10:00 AM - 
11:30 AM - 
10:00 AM - 

 
 7:00 PM - 
7:00 PM - 
7:30 PM - 
6:30 PM - 
12:00 N -    

7-10  PM -     
10:00 AM - 

2:30 PM - 
 

Come as you Are service—Chapel 
Senior Ministry—Coram Lounge 
Newcomer’s Meeting—Coram Lounge 
Healing Prayer offered during Eucharist—Serviceman’s Altar 
Christian Formation Meeting 
Choir Rehearsal—at the organ 
Church School  
Nothing But the Truth—Coram Lounge 
After Sports Mass—Begins February 28th—Chapel 
Youth Sunday 
Building & Grounds Committee—Coram Lounge 
Assisted Living (Raynham) 
Women’s Club 
VESTRY—Coram Lounge 
Finance Committee Meeting—Counting Room 
Choir Rehearsal—Chapel 
Mindfulness Group—Coram Lounge 
Senior Luncheon—Parish Hall 
Nothing But the Truth—Parish Hall 
Knitters meet in the Coram Lounge  
 

Taunton Nursing Home  
 

 
 

May 10  7:00 PM  Bazaar Stitchers—Coram Lounge 

May 15  11:30 AM Fair Committee Meeting—Coram Lounge 

May 15  3:30 PM  Organ Recital performed by Dr. Steven Young—Jardine Organ 

May 15  4:00 PM  Choral Evensong with refreshments to follow—Main Church 

June 2  6:00 PM  Lobster preparation for Lobster Roll Day (Thursday ) 

June 3  5:00 AM  Lobster Roll Day  (Friday) 

June 5    Taunton River Deanery Meeting—Grace Church N. Attleboro 

June 10/11 4:00 PM  Retreat overnight at Miramar Retreat, Duxbury, MA 

June 18  8:00 AM  FOXWOODS Bus Trip  

July 9  8:00 AM  Yard Sale—Rectory Lawn and church driveways 

October 22, 23 All Day  2016 FAIR ~ Spooktacular Bazaar 

June 18, 2016 

Tickets $30.00/person 

(price includes $25 back in incentives - 

$15/food and $10 Keno) 

CASH BINGO ON THE BUS 

 

Bus leaves St. Tomas parking lot at 8:00 AM ~ leaves Foxwood at 4:00 PM 

 

The bus trip is a joint fundraiser with Our Daily Bread 

Join us for the Foxwoods Bus Trip 

 



Help needed for our Yard Sale    
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Saturday church school: 

May 1 and May 15 

5:00 PM in the Chapel 

 

Sunday School meets weekly 

at 10:00 AM in the upstairs 

classrooms in parish hall.  The 

last Sunday of each month is 

Youth Sunday—children go di-

rectly to church for special youth 

services. 

 

 

 

Yard Sale 

Saturday, July 9th 

8 AM—3 PM 

~ ~ ~ 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT 

Repair & Maintenance 

and 

Belize Mission Trip 

Are you hearing the call to get away to spend some time with God to Reflect, Re-

fresh and Renew in prayer at a peaceful setting? What better way to deepen your 

connection with God and your community.   

The Miramar Retreat Center in Duxbury will be the site of St. Thomas’ first 

Spring Retreat. 

Friday, June 10 (4 PM) to Saturday, June 11 (2 PM)   

$100/person double room or $144.50/person single room  

Price ncludes lodging, Friday dinner and Saturday breakfast and lunch 

A $50 non-refundable deposit is required  

 

Final count and balance is due May 15th.  

Space is limited to 25 max. 

Contact 

Gayle Raposa (508) 496-3809 ~   Paul Boudreau (508) 823-2846. 

Attend the Spring Retreat 

Christian Education Corner   Renee Vitale 

Coordinating this effort are Peggy Radevicz, Paul Boudreau and Fr. Rich. 

Donated items may be brought to the parish hall during normal business 

hours ( 8—2, Monday through Friday) or on weekends.  You can arrange for 

pick-up of larger loads with Paul Boudreau.  PLEASE  NO TVs!   

HELP is needed Friday night, July 8th to organize 

 Saturday, July 9th—6 AM—9 AM—Set-up 

 Saturday, July 9th—8 AM—3 PM—Sale 

 Saturday, July 9th— 2 PM—4 PM—Clean-up 

Saturday Church School  Theme for May:  “Paying it Forward” 

Sunday School Godly Play Lessons 

 May 1 - The Synagogue and the Upper Room 

 May 8 - Circle of the Holy Eucharist 

 May 15 - Pentecost 

 May 22 - End-of-Year Celebration 

All classes will participate in the “End-of-Year Celebration” on Sunday, May 22nd at 

the 10:00 AM service. 

Church School summer recess begins May 29th.  



Save the date!  On Sunday, May 15, 2016 at 3:30 p.m., we will have our sec-

ond semi-annual organ recital and Choral Evensong.  The 30-minute recital 

will feature music of Felix Mendelssohn, César Franck, and Josef Rheinber-

ger, all great composers from the Romantic Era.  Dr. Steven Young will per-

form the program.  

 

The parish choir of St. Thomas will sing evensong, starting at 4:00 p.m., fea-

turing music of A. Herbert Brewer, Vernon Hoyle, and Raymond Weidner, as 

well as familiar hymns.  A reception will follow. 

Notes from the Organ Console ~ Dr. Steven Young 

May Offertory Anthems include: 

May 1  Confirm in Us     Jacob Handl 

May 8  Great and Marvelous Are Thy Works  Allen Orton Gibbs 

May 15  I Will Pour Out My Spirit   Carson P. Cooman 

 

May 15  Choral Evensong 

  Creator Spirit, By Whose Aid   Vernon Hoyle 

  Magnificat / Nunc Dimittis   A. Herbert Brewer 

  O Gladsome Light    Raymond Weidner 

Join us for Organ Recital & Choral Evensong 

PAGE 10 NEWSLETTER TITLE  
VOLUME 36,   NUMBER 2  

Altar Guild Annual Meeting held 

Organ Recital 

May 15, 2016 

3:30 PM 

Dr. Steven Young 

Members of the ALTAR GUILD met on April 2nd for their annual meeting and Pot 

Luck lunch.  As is always the case at St. Thomas pot luck lunches, the food was 

fabulous and abundant.   

Anna Loura, Directress, led the meeting and thanked everyone for the dedication 

and hard work during the busy Easter season.  Fr. Rich gave a few clarifications 

and answered some of the questions regarding Eucharist set-up and Marie Largey, 

Treasurer, reported on our bank accounts.  The group voted to donate some money 

toward the church “painting” project. 

Additional Altar Guild members are needed as well as those willing to deliver the 

altar flowers to our sick and shut-in parishioners.  Please contact Anna (Altar 

Guild) or Cheryl (flowers) if you are willing to help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild Members 

Linda Belenger 

Sharon Cravenho 

Sandi Mongiovi 

Rick Mongiovi 

Esther Wilbur, Asst. Directress 

Alix McNamee 

Marie Largey, Treasurer 

Shannon Largey 

Avis Leary 

Donna Francis 

Josephine Dwuye 

Janet White 

Carole Hunt 

Nancy Grady 

Cheryl Medeiros 

Renee Vitale 

Steve Lombardi 

Beverly Kimball 

Terry Larue 

Anna Loura, Directress 

Betty Angell, Honorary Directress 

 

Flowers 
Cheryl Medeiros, Coordinator 

Carol Silvia 
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BRIEF HISTORY—Thomas Coram, a wealthy sea captain and philanthropist, arrived 

from England in the 1690’s and established a successful shipyard on the Taunton River.  

He returned to London in 1703 and left behind 59 acres of land in trust and a substan-

tial collection of books to help found a Church of England in Taunton. 
 

Twenty-five years later Thomas Coram’s intent was carried out.  In 1728 a congregation 

of lay persons gathered and a small church was built on the outskirts of town near the 

Three Mile River on what is now Tremont Street.  Although the land trust was no longer 

available, Coram’s library of books became the basis for the young parish’s ministry.  The 

church was named St. Thomas. 
 

During the Revolution, St. Thomas Church, like most Episcopal Churches, fell upon hard 

times and was closed for a number of years as were many others in the area.  The build-

ing itself stood unused and blew down in the Gale of 1815.  In 1820 the parish was 

incorporated.  In 1828 the Vestry voted to seek a minister who was called and then a 

new building was erected in the center of Taunton on High Street across from the pre-

sent building. 
 

The church grew rapidly leading to the enlargement of the building in the 1840’s and 

this, too, was soon outgrown.  The third and present structure designed by Richard Up-

john was consecrated in 1859.  A chapel was added in 1869.  A fire gutted the Church 

sanctuary in 1898, but it was rebuilt with the addition of a large three-manual Jardine 

organ in 1899. 
 

The historically significant 1759 McKinstrey House (present rectory) adjacent to the 

church was purchased in 1907 for use as a Sunday School.  In 1910 Mr. & Mrs. Walter 

Cabot Baylies donated a Sunday School building.  This parish house has proven to be of 

immeasurable value throughout the years to the church and to the entire community.  In 

1960 ground was broken for an addition to the parish house which completed the com-

plex of buildings as we know it today. 

Acolytes—Julia Boudreau 

Altar Guild—Anna Loura 

Archives—Marge Largey 

Audit Committee—Susan Cameron,  

       Kirk Cleathero, Steve Perry 

Brown Bag Program—Lynn Clifford 

Building & Grounds—Paul Boudreau 

Capital Fund Drive—Jane Lopes 

Centering Prayer—Fr. Rich, Ethel Fraga 

Christian Formation—Lisa Benedetti 

Coffee Hour - 

Counters—Sarah Walker 

Fair—Jane Lopes, Beverly Kimball 

Golf Tournament—Len Walker 

Greeters—Sonia Hodge 

Finance Committee—Elmer Holmes 

 Budget - Treasurer   

 Insurance—Susan Cameron/Norm Dunphe 

 Investment - 

 Stewardship—  

Flower Committee—Cheryl Medeiros 

Fundraising Committee—Paul Boudreau 

Grapevine—Beverly Kimball 

Healing Prayer Ministry—Jane Lopes 

Historian—Norm Dunphe 

Lobster Roll Day—Paul Boudreau 

Mission Trips— Paul Boudreau, Lisa Benedetti, Andrew  

   Francis, Kim Avila 

 Haiti Micah Fund—Paul Boudreau 

 Cranwood House—Raquel Holmes 

Music Committee—Steven Young 

Newcomer Welcoming—Sarah Walker, Mary Wargat 

Our Daily Bread—Rene Cantin 

Parish Life Team—Fr. Rich 

Pastoral Care Team— Fr. Rich, Robin Miller, Mary Wargat,  

             Frank Capron, Sonia Hodge 

Property Rentals—Andrew Francis 

Scholarship Committee—Kirk Cleathero 

Senior Ministry—Ann LaFleur  

Spiritual Development—Ethel Fraga 

Visitations—Robin Miller, Sonia Hodge 

 Taunton Nursing Home ~ Sonia Hodge 

 Assisted Living Facility ~ Sonia Hodge 

Waldron-Gibson House (School Street) —Chris Hannon 

Wine & Cheese Reception Coordinator—Brittannya Figueroa 

Women’s Club—Joan Blake, Beverly Farrow 

On-Going Committees        Consider joining one or more of these committees 
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The mission of the church is to 

restore all people to unity with 

God and each other in Christ. 

To Welcome and Grow in Love. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

111 High Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 


