
Volume 37, Number 1 

Grapevine          

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Friday 

8 am—2 pm 

web page: www.stthomastaunton.com 

Parish Administrator 

Lynn Clifford 

    Office phone:  (508) 824-9595 

    Office fax:       (508) 822-5263 

e-mail: 
   stthomasepiscopalchurch@comcast.net 

    lynnclifford1@comcast.net 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Bardusch 

 (508) 813-3398 cell 

 (508) 824-9595 office 

e-mail: frrich64@aol.com 

Sub Deacon  Sonia Hodge 

Organist/Choir Director 

Dr. Steven Young 

s1young@bridgew.edu 

Sexton 

Paul Boudreau 

paulboo67@yahoo.com 

Senior Warden 

Len Walker 

lewalkerjr@comcast.net 

Junior Warden 

James Medeiros 

medeiroscam12@verizon.net 

Clerk 

Lisa Benedetti 

lisa_benedetti@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 

Michael Stagliola 

Michael.stagliola@pseg.com 

Assistant Treasurer 

Our Daily Bread Treasurer 

Eric Pearson 

eric.odb@verizon.net 

Vestry Members 
 

2018: Alan Dennen, Rene Vitale,     

 Terry Asci 

2019: Wayne Perkins, Amy 

Kazlauskas, Aaron Le Beau 

2020: Maureen Eldredge, Gayle 

Raposa, AnneMarie Amoedo 

April, 2017 

Greetings from Fr. Rich 

 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

~ GRAPEVINE DEADLINE ~  May deadline is April 20th 

Send articles to Beverly Kimball 

(h) (508) 697-6667 ~ e-mail: bevdanek@outlook.com 

Dear Friends,  

We are in the home stretch now. Just a 

few more days until Lent is over and our 

Easter celebration begins. I have done 

well with my Lenten discipline this year. 

I gave up my desserts as I do every year 

to mark the season, but I also took on a 

new way of eating. This new way of eat-

ing I will describe as all around health-

ier—more fruits and vegetables and less 

meat. It has made a difference. The thing 

I want to share with you, however, is the 

fact that I have not been able to make 

such a radical change until now. I have 

tried this before and failed, but this year 

I was able to do it and I intend to con-

tinue. 

Why couldn’t I do it before? I knew what 

the benefits would be and had just as 

much opportunity as this year. Why 

couldn’t I make it work? The reason is 

because I wasn’t ready. I wasn’t mentally 

in a place where I was not only moti-

vated to make a change, but empowered 

to do so.  For me, it took 50 years of 

struggle to get enough control over my 

appetite to be the one in charge of what I 

eat and don’t eat. 

Looking back I see how I used to beat 

myself up because I did not eat the way I 

knew was right. My inner dialogue was 

all around my weakness and inability to 

be a grown up. Now I am thinking I may 

have been a bit too harsh on myself.  

Some of the reason for our failures of will 

is because it is not time yet. We rush our-

selves and our expectations about where 

we should be. Because of this Lenten dis-

cipline I have learned that everything 

has its own time, even our successes. 

Who knows, I might have even changed 

my eating habits sooner had I been more 

compassionate towards myself when I 

failed in the past. 

When we reach Easter this year, I will 

have much for which to be grateful. Not 

only will I be celebrating Jesus’ resurrec-

tion from the dead, but I will be celebrat-

ing greater freedom from being con-

trolled by my own appetite. Freedom 

from lack of control is its own resurrec-

tion—a bit of new life from the old one. 

Of course, the 50 days of Easter is the 

time we are commanded by our church to 

celebrate. This is going to help me grow 

by making me look at ways to celebrate 

that do not include cheeseburgers and 

Peeps. I guess the continued benefit of 

my Lenten discipline is not just a health-

ier diet, but also moving into new ways 

of celebrating that are beneficial to me, 

perhaps even strengthening my spiritual 

practices. It may seem simple, maybe 

even trite, but for me it is new territory. 

It is about uncovering new practices that 

support my new freedom and peace. 

How about you? How has your Lenten 

practice gone? What have you learned 

about yourselves? Have you begun think-

ing about your Easter practices? 

Holy Lent, Father Rich 

Beverly Kimball, Editor 
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Miramar Retreat Center 

Duxbury, MA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you hearing the call to get away to spend some time with God to Reflect, Re-

fresh and Renew in prayer in a peaceful setting? What better way to deepen your 

connection with God and your community.  
 

Our theme this year is Gratitude and our keynote speaker on Saturday morning is 

Tom Burke, Ph.D. In his own words:  

 

“My background and training is in systematic theology at BC where I did my Ph.D.  My 
dissertation was on kenosis and sacraments. I could offer a presentation using some of 
my work on kenosis as self emptying as a means toward cultivating gratitude. It will be 
Eastertime, so Luke 24 would be a good scripture passage to focus our attention. It's 
also one of the assigned Sunday lectionary gospels.” Please join us as we spend a 
weekend focusing on Gratitude as a spiritual discipline. Come be grateful! 

 

The Miramar Retreat Center in Duxbury will be the site of St. Thomas’ Parish 

Retreat from Friday, May 5, (4 PM) to Sunday, May 7, (2 PM).  The cost is $210/

person double room or $305/person single room. Price includes lodging, all meals 

beginning with Friday Dinner, and supplies. Some scholarship money is available. 

The balance is required by April 16, 2017. Space is limited to 25 persons. 

  

Contact:  Lou & Gayle Raposa (508) 496-3809; Paul Boudreau (508) 823-2846; or 

Father Rich (508) 824-9595, or speak with Lisa Benedetti, Maureen Eldredge, 

Christina Latour. 

2nd Annual Parish Retreat 

Tom Burke, Ph.D. is a graduate of Boston College’s Theology Department (2014) 

where he wrote his dissertation on the sacraments and church in relationship to 

the concept of kenosis – the Pauline notion of Christ’s self-emptying – as a frame-

work for a renewed understanding of Christian faith. Tom has presented papers at 

the American Academy of Religion, Catholic Theological Society of America and the 

College Theological Society. In addition to academic work, Tom is a cantor and cho-

rister at the parish church of St. Ignatius of Loyola in Chestnut Hill and has 

served on the parish liturgy committee. He has offered presentations on sacramen-

tal theology and the renewal of Christian worship. Tom works full-time for the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

On Saturday, March 11, three members of the parish and Father Rich went to the 

Cathedral in Boston where they spent the day learning how to be a Lay Eucharistic 

Visitor. This is a more extensive training than the one required to read the lessons 

and serve the chalice at one of our worship services. The training covers such topics 

as Understanding the Sacrament, Pastoral Care Issues, Active Listening, Miscon-

duct and Abuse Issues. We packed a lot in one day, and it was very helpful. 

I want to thank the three people who attended: Maureen Eldredge, Avis Leary, and 

Alan Dennen. Each Lay Eucharistic Visitor is licensed to carry the bread and wine to 

our shut-ins, and report back to the Rector on pastoral issues. 

If you would like to attend the next training with Fr. Rich even if it is just to find out 

what the responsibilities are, please contact him at 508-824-9595 or 

frrich64@aol.com. If you attend the training, you are not required to carry commun-

ion, but it will prepare you for visiting our shut-ins and those in the hospital. 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors         Fr. Rich Home Communions 

Please contact  

Lynn Clifford 

Church Office (508) 824-9595 

lynnclifford1@comcastnet 

...if you would like to re-

ceive communion at 

home or a visit from a 

church member 

mailto:frrich64@aol.com


These catered lunches, held in the St. 

Thomas Church Parish Hall, are free of 

charge. Donations may be made to help 

support Our Daily Bread soup kitchen.   

The meal begins at noon and is followed 

by a speaker (or bingo once/month),  

from 12:30—1 PM.  Everyone 55 years of 

age or older may join us. 

Join the Joy of Living Senior Lunches       Ethel Fraga 
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Calling all Acolytes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all Newcomers to the Episcopal Church! 

On Thursday, May 18, 2017, from 6-8:00, I am inviting all Newcomers at St. Thomas to 

a Vegetarian Dinner and discussion on Being an Episcopalian. I will be leading the pres-

entation and discussion and we will do two things.  

 

 First, I will be presenting some basic material about what it means to be Episcopa-

lian, i.e. the Middle Way, Historic Continuity, and What We Mean by Church.  

 Second, I will be answering your questions about Anglicanism and the Episcopal 

Church.  
 

The dinner, presentation, and discussion will be in the Rectory. We have a lot of New-

comers at St. Thomas and this is one way we can help answer questions and meet others 

who are new like ourselves.  

 

Please RSVP to Lynn at 508-824-9595 or LynnClifford1@comcast.net. Thanks. 

Fr. Rich 

Join us for Episcopal 101       Fr. Rich 

Calling all 

NEWCOMERS  

to the Episcopal Church 

Building on the energy of last year’s successful festival, acolyte teams of all ages are 

invited to gather with peers from across the diocese for a morning of workshops, a 

shared meal, and a glorious festival Eucharist with Bishop Gates. 

The festival is on Saturday, May 20, 2017, from 9:30-2:00 p.m. at the First Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in Brockton. We will gather in St. Thomas’ parking lot at 

8:30 a.m. to carpool to the event. The cost is $5.00 per person and lunch is provided.  

 

Join us to learn more about being an Acolyte and to make new friends. Parents are 

invited to join us! For more information or to register, please contact Lisa Benedetti 

at lisa_benedetti@yahoo.com 

Join us for the Acolyte Festival            Lisa Benedetti 

The speaker for Thursday, April 6 is Dick Shafer  speaking on ACT - the Arts 

Collaborative of Taunton - local music, arts, entertainment. 

The Joy of Living Seniors invites you to “Fly a Kite for Kindness.” 

April 8, 2017 - 1:30 - 2:30 PM 

Taunton High School 

(meet in parking lot behind the high school - kites area available  

at Benny’s and at sporting goods stores 

IF NO WIND, we will walk for kindness in our homes, in our community, among 

people who differ on political issues. 

Fly a Kite for Kindness          Ethel Fraga 

For more  

information 

contact 

Ethel Fraga in 

the church 

office  

(508) 824-9595 

mailto:LynnClifford1@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JELLY BEAN JAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to  

Guess the number of jelly 

beans in the jar. 

Winner announced  

Easter Sunday
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Five parishes have begun the discernment portion in their searches for new rectors. There are 

many Lenten activities planned including bible study, spirituality at the movies followed by a 

light supper and discussion, Saturday services, book reading discussions, etc. 

Trinity Church, Bridgewater had a Lego exhibit which included a master Lego builder who built 

a copy of the church right down to the stained glass windows. VoTech schools may be able help 

with printing projects from business cards to T -shirts, and even catering. 

Canon to the ordinary, Bill Parnell, introduced himself to the attendees.   He has been a parish 

priest in Arlington, VA. and Hackensack, NH. He was Archdeacon for Mission in New York be-

fore coming to Massachusetts.  The functions of the canon are overseeing development, commu-

nication, finance, life together, and disciplinary matters.  The bishop wants him to spend time in 

the parishes.  He is available to meet with parish, vestry, or other groups as requested. 

Staff Changes: 

o Amy Cook, Director of Christian Formation will assume a position at Grace Cathedral, CA. 

o Sam Rodman was elected bishop of NC. 

o Larry Civalee, who is our Diocesan Representative to the Deanery, has been accepted as a 

postulant for holy orders. The diocesan representative said that the next meeting of the council 

will discuss green grants and loans, and parish assessments. 

The purpose and goals of Common Ground, Center Spiritual Practice were discussed by mem-

bers of the board.  It began as a safe place to discuss the similarities and differences between 

Jewish and Christian beliefs, but has expanded much beyond. The group is anxious to partici-

pate more in the community. 

Mother Elise narrated “Celtic Spirituality,” slides of landscapes of Ireland, with words, poems 

and Fr Philip, Grace Church, Attleboro updated the status of the clean water project in Tanza-

nia.  He met with officials of the local Tanzanian government.  He would appreciate help in cre-

ating a memo of understanding (MOU) detailing the steps and goal of the project, and responsi-

bilities of participants.  This will make it possible to get participation from the state department, 

other governments and agencies, businesses and organizations. 

There are three special events on April 2. 

Trinity, Wrentham will show “Traces of the Trade,” a documentary about the deWolf family and 

the slave trade in New England at noon.  Two members of the deWolf family will be present for a 

discussion following the film. 

All Saints, Attleboro, will have a rededication of the building at 4pm, with Bishop Allan attend-

ing. There will be a self-guided tour of their stations of the cross which were painted by a tal-

ented parishioner.  It will take place between the noon and evening services. 

The next meeting will be June 4 at St Thomas, Taunton, 1-3pm... 

First Communion Class 
On Saturday, April 8, 2017, from 10:00 a.m. till 12:00 p.m., St. Thomas will offer a 

First Communion Class for children who are baptized or going to be baptized and at 

least 7 years of age. If a sibling is close in age, they are also invited even if younger. Fr. 

Rich and other adults will lead the class and it will meet in the Coram Lounge.  If you 

would like your child to participate, please contact the church office to add your child 

to the list by calling Lynn at 508-824-9595 or by email at lynnclifford1@comcast.net.  

First Communion will take place on Easter Sunday, April 16, at 10:00 AM. Girls 

should wear a white dress and boys a coat and tie for their First Communion on Easter 

Sunday. You may also email Fr. Rich at FrRich64@aol.com if you need more informa-

tion, or have questions. 

Taunton River Deanery Report      Ann Lafleur    March 19, 2017 

mailto:lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:FrRich64@aol.com


Diocesan Mission Strategy       March, 2017 
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 Welcome to the Mission Strategy Team, which includes all of us in our diocese. 

The official name of the Phase IV team includes the words “Implementation Organizing 

Team,” because we are charged with creating opportunities for all of us to work to-

gether.  

 

Your Implementation Organizing Team consists of 12 lay people and clergy from all 

parts of our diocese who were named last December by the bishops and Diocesan Coun-

cil. The team also includes the bishops, the treasurer, the canon to the ordinary and the 

canon for congregations. We have begun our ministry by organizing this leadership team 

into three subteams, one for each of the three main parts of the mission strategy: Re-

imagining Our Congregations, Building Our Relationships and Engaging Our 

World.  Each group is working to identify the best ways to begin, based on the 22 initial 

actions adopted by our Diocesan Convention last November. As our work unfolds, we will be inviting you to join 

in the work on teams focused on more specific actions. 

 

The work of responding to the mission strategy is not always visible, but several parts are already under-

way. Some of this includes: 

 

•             Our Diocesan Council has already begun work on a more thorough process to evaluate programs in 

our diocesan budget. Beginning with Strategic Ministries, the process will eventually encompass all aspects 

of the budget. In our current budget, the Strategic Ministries area funds staffing and programs for mission con-

gregations as well as ministries that take place outside of parish settings, such as youth, young adult and cam-

pus ministries, global mission and several direct-service ministries. This work is grounded in examining what 

we can do together as a diocese that we cannot do as individual parishes, thoughtful stewardship of the re-

sources we bring together, and appreciation for the many and varied ministries that make up the programs of 

our diocese.  
•             The Implementation Organizing Team is beginning work with the Budget Committee on the 

budget process for discerning the 2018 budget, including discussion about how to best respond financially 

to the directions set by our new mission strategy. 

•             This year’s Spring Learning Event focused on “Our Stories Speak of God,” drawing on our mis-

sion strategy action for “supporting all members of our diocese in cultivating the skills of evangelism, so that 

we can all learn to share more readily how God is working in our lives.” 

•             As called for in the mission strategy, diocesan-wide events are creating intentional opportunities at 

the gatherings for members to create and build relationships with others from across our diocese. 

•             We have begun conversations with our Congregational Consultants in reviewing how they are 

serving and might better serve our parishes. 

•             Many discussions are in progress about how our deaneries can work better both to support their 

member parishes and provide opportunities for stronger collaborative ministries, as well as to discern how our 

diocese can better support the work of the deaneries. 

We are thrilled to know that many congregations have used the mission strategy to stimulate their 

own ideas and programs around reimagining congregations, building relationships and engaging in their local 

communities and the world. Among other things, congregations are: 

•             Engaging in creative thinking about when and how to provide community worship 

•             Reaching out to other congregations to build relationships across difference 

•             Discerning about the current needs of their local communities, and how their local ministries might be 

reshaped to reflect changes in those communities. 

As members of one diocese, we have the wonderful opportunity to share our stories and experiences with other 

members and other congregations, so that we can all learn together how better to follow Christ and do God’s 

work in the world. Sometimes those conversations will start from the Implementation Organizing Team; more 

of them will start when you and your congregation start them with neighbors and colleagues. 

The Implementation Organizing Team will need your help, and we want to hear from you! We plan to commu-

nicate with you regularly with updates on our progress together, as we begin to live into our mission strategy 

this year.                  Thank you for being part of the mission strategy team. 

GREETINGS 

...from the Phase IV 

Mission Strategy 

Implementation 

Organizing Team 

http://www.diomass.org/webfm_send/3876
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O gracious and loving God, you work every-

where reconciling, loving and healing your 

people and your creation.  In your Son, and 

through the power of your Holy Spirit, you 

invite each of us to join you in your work.  

We, young and old, lay and ordained, ask you 

to form us more and more in your image and 

likeness, through our prayer and worship of 

you and through the study of your scripture, 

that our eyes will be fully opened to your mis-

sion in the work.  Then, God, into our commu-

nities, our nation and the world, send us to 

serve with Christ taking risks to give life and 

hope to all people and all of your creation.  

We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Prayer for our Mission Pray for our Military 

Daniel Snowdall 

Megan Drewniak 

Adam Dyke 

William Marsh IV 

Donald Souza 

Noel Souza 

Ryan Vohnoutka 

Alex Paull 

Christopher French 

Rick Dray 

Alex Bolton 

Scott Larson 

Brendan Clifford 

Kyle St. Jean 

Justin Medeiros 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Team 
 

Please pray for all who are sick & 

shut-in… 

 

 

Jane Lopes 

Al Dulude 

Robert Corriveau, Jr. 

Bob Wilkinson 

Helen 

Leonard Catabia, Jr. 

John Moniz 

Sharon Sullivan 

 

 

Please contact Fr. Rich with 

any pastoral emergencies.  Be 

sure to inform him if you know 

of anyone in the parish who is 

ill and/or in the hospital. 

In addition to keeping you on 

our prayer list, our Pastoral 

Care Team is available, upon 

request,  to visit and take com-

munion to those who are sick/

shut-in or hospitalized.  
 

~ ~ ~ 

Meet Brady 

our new office pup 

 

Brady is responsible for 

“raising our cuteness level” 

 

Photo courtesy of Fr. Rich 

Pup courtesy of Lynn Clifford 

 

The Altar of Repose  (Maundy Thursday ~ April 13th) 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 

Tenebrae - April 12, 2017 ~ 7:00 PM 

A service of lessons, light & dark and silence 

No Eucharist and no sermon 

Maundy Thursday - April 13, 2017 ~ 7:00 PM 

With Stripping of the Altar and Reservation of the Sacrament 

The beginning of the Triduum 

All Night Vigil - April 13, 2017 

8 PM Maundy Thursday until 12:00 Noon Good Friday 

Sign-up sheet in the back of the church 

Good Friday - April 14, 2017 

12 Noon 

Ecumenical (followed by clam chowder and hot cross buns) 

7:00 PM 

Episcopal 

The Great Vigil - April 15, 2017 ~ 5:00 PM 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

Baptism 

Special Sermon written by St. John Chrysostom 

First Eucharist of Easter 

Easter Sunday - April 16, 2017 

8:00 AM ~ Holy Eucharist 

10:00 AM ~ Festival Eucharist 

10:00 AM ~ First Communion 

11:15 AM ~ Easter Egg Hunt on the Rectory Lawn 

Sign up to keep watch in the chapel - Maundy Thursday to Good Friday. 
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EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/LAYREADERS 
 

April 1  Renee Vitale 

April 2 

  8:00 AM Diane Cantin 

10:00 AM Beverly Kimball, Lector/Chalice 

  Linda Belenger, Prayers/Chalice 
 

April 8  Terry Asci 

April 9 

  8:00 AM Janet White 

10:00 AM Len Walker, Lector/Chalice 

  Sarah Walker, Prayers/Chalice 

 

April 12 Tenebrae 

   7:00 PM Mary Wargat, Ethel Fraga,  

  Douglas Francis, Renee Vitale 

  Monica Shearer, John Blake 

 

April 13 Maundy Thursday 

   7:00 PM Beverly Kimball, Lector/Chalice 

  Alix McNamee, Prayers/Chalice 

 

April 14 Good Friday 

   7:00 PM Len Walker, Lector/Chalice 

  Sarah Walker, Prayers/Chalice 

 

April 15 Holy Saturday - Baptism 

   5:00 PM Brenda Neugeboren, Prayers/Chalice 

  Sonia Hodge, Lector/Chalice 

 

April 16 Easter 

  8:00 AM Avis Leary 

10:00 AM Linda Belenger, Prayers/Chalice 

  Sonia Hodge, Lector/Chalice 

 

April 22 Renee Vitale 

April 23  

  8:00 AM Diane Cantin 

10:00 AM Marge Largey, Lector 

  Alix McNamee, Prayers/Chalice 

  Wayne Perkins, Chalice 

 

April 29 Terry Asci 

April 30 

   8:00 AM Janet White 

10:00 AM Youth Sunday 

  Monica Shearer, Prayers/Chalice 

  Mary Wargat, Chalice 

 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  

(4th Tuesdays) 

 

April 25 

May 23 

June 27 

 

Meetings start at 7:00 PM in 

the Rector’s Office 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

April 2 

Birthday & Anniversary 

Esther Wilbur 

April 9 

none scheduled 

April 16 

Alix McNamee 

April 23 

Calvin & Josephine Dwuye 

April 30 

none scheduled 

COFFEE HOUR  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Coffee Hour is a good time of 

fellowship and a chance to meet 

old friends, welcome new mem-

bers and visitors.  Without our 

volunteers, this is not possible. 

Please consider taking one or 

two Sundays a year. Contact 

Lynn in the church office at  

(508) 824-9595 
 

GREETER SCHEDULE 
 

April 2 

Renee Vitale 

Steve Lombardi 

April 9 

Renee Vitale 

Steve Lombardi 

April 13 

Alix McNamee 

April 14 

Alix McNamee 

April 15 

Alix McNamee 

 

April 16 

Terry Asci 

Jacqui Schell 

Christina Latour 

April 23 

Renee Vitale  

Steve Lombardi 

April 30 

Lisa Benedetti 

Maureen Eldredge 

PASTA DINNER served 

about 60 people and realized 

a profit of about $700 for the 

benefit of St. Thomas Budget 

and Our Daily Bread. 

ANNUAL MAY BREAKFAST 

May 7, 2017 

Mark your calendars. 

Breakfast will be served following the 8 AM and prior to the 10 AM services. 
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Join our Children’s Service & Eucharist ~  Calling all  

children 

Children’s  

service and 

Eucharist is 

held each week 

in the Chapel 

Sundays ~ 9 AM 

 

 

COMING IN MAY... 

What does it mean 

to be a “steward”  

as an Episcopalian 

today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting in May Michael Stagliola will host an educational program designed to inform and 

teach the basics of gratitude and stewardship. 

Mission of Stewardship Formation: Gratitude for all that has been given is the primary 

response of Christian stewards—a response that needs to be cultivated and celebrated year-

round. 

Class Description: This stewardship education class or “Formation” will provide the attendee 

an opportunity to learn and ask questions regarding how the Episcopal Church defines a stew-

ard and our role at St. Thomas Church. As stewards of an abundant God, we will search for 

evidence of gratitude present in our daily lives and in our fellow parishioners.  

Classes will also discuss the many financial aspects of the Church exploring how the financial 

process works from budgeting to the Annual Campaign at St. Thomas Church. Each month 

attendees will review current articles from leading Anglican stewardship resources, the Book 

of Common Prayer and the actual financial documents of St. Thomas Church, among others.  

The purpose of this class is to provide a basic understanding of why we are stewards all year 

long and that the annual appeal is not “Stewardship” in and of itself. The overarching goal of 

this class is to provide the attendee information and hands-on experience to personally grow 

your relationship with Christ while contemplating our role as stewards of his grace and bounty 

in the community and beyond. 

New Christian Formation Class           Michael Stagliola 

The children’s service and Eucharist at 9 AM on Sunday mornings in the Chapel is well 

attended and enjoyed by all.  The service is followed by refreshments and story time in 

the room behind the Chapel.  This is a casual service where the children participate and 

can be themselves.   



Notes from the Organ Console            Dr. Steven Young 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Come purchase your pies for Easter 

Donations of baked good welcome 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…..St. Thomas will receive 20% of 

total bill 

(includes take-out, dine-in and gift 

cards) 

Home Plate ~ Bay Street Grille 

April 18, 2017 

Enjoy lunch or dinner with your family and 

friends and present this ticket with your bill.  

St. Thomas Church will receive 20% of your 

bill.  This offer is good on sit-down meals, 

take-out orders as well as gift certificates pur-

chased.  

This ticket should be cut out, copied and 

given to your family and friends, and take one 

with you to Home Plate. NOTE:  No tick-

ets are allowed to be distributed at 

Home Plate Restaurant at any time. 
 

SEE YOU THERE! 

  

Fundraiser  

(Bay Street Grill) 
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APRIL ANTHEMS 

April 2             Jesus, so lowly                             Harold Friedell 

April 9            Arise for the kingdom is at hand              Philip Young 

April 16          Hallelujah (Messiah)                                G. F. Handel 

April 23          Blessed by the God and Father                A. O. Gibbs 

April 30           My shepherd will supply my need          V. Thomson 

50/50 Raffle 

Purchase tickets at  

Home Plate. 

 

Raffle tickets $2.00 each 

or 3 for $5.00 
20% of your bill  

will be donated to 

Episcopal Church of St Thomas 

TICKET 

Supports 

Episcopal Church of 

St Thomas 

Bring this ticket to  

Home Plate Bay St. Grill on 
 

Tuesday, 

April 18th, 2017 

Good for dine-in, take-out  

and gift card purchases. 

Tickets cannot be distributed  

at any time at Home Plate. 

Home Plate Fundraiser 

Altar Guild Notes     Anna Loura 

Thanks to all who attended our last meeting and Eclectic tea and thanks to Fr. Rich who 

proved to be such a good host.  Several notes from our meeting include: 

...Dues have been increased to $10 per year to help with decorating expenses. 

...Pot Luck luncheon - Saturday, April 29th at noon in the Rectory followed by meeting 

Bring a friend! 

April 9 
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Upcoming Events ~ Save the Dates 
Saturdays  (weekly) 
Saturdays (1st) 
Sundays (1st) 
Sundays (1st & 3rd) 
Sundays (2nd) 
Sundays (weekly) 
Sundays (weekly) 
Sundays (weekly) 
Sundays (weekly) 
Sundays (last Sunday) 
Sundays (4th Sunday) 
Mondays (1st & 3rd) 

Tuesdays (2nd) 
Tuesdays (4th) 
Wednesdays (weekly) 
Wednesdays (1st) 
Thursdays (weekly) 
Fridays (weekly) 
Fridays (2nd) 
Fridays (3rd) 
 

5:00 PM - 
6:00 PM - 

11:30 AM - 
10:00 AM - 
11:30 AM - 

9:00 AM - 
10:00 AM - 
1—6 PM - 
9:00 AM - 

10:00 AM - 
11:30 AM - 
10:00 AM - 
 7:00 PM - 
7:00 PM - 
7:30 PM - 
6:30 PM - 
12:00 N -    

7-10  PM -     
10:00 AM - 

2:30 PM - 
 

Come as you Are service—Chapel 
Senior Ministry—Coram Lounge 
Newcomer’s Meeting—Coram Lounge 
Healing Prayer offered during Eucharist—Serviceman’s Altar 
Christian Formation Meeting 
Choir Rehearsal—at the organ 
Church School  
Nothing But the Truth—Coram Lounge 
Children’s Service - Chapel 
Youth Sunday 
Building & Grounds Committee—Coram Lounge 
Assisted Living (Raynham) 
VESTRY—Coram Lounge 
Finance Committee Meeting—Counting Room 
Choir Rehearsal—Chapel 
Mindfulness Group—Coram Lounge 
Senior Luncheon—Parish Hall 
Nothing But the Truth—Parish Hall 
Knitters meet in the Coram Lounge  
 

Taunton Nursing Home  
 

 

April 5, 2017    7:00 PM Godparent Preparation (Baptisms) 

April 5, 2017    7:00 PM Belize Meeting - Rectory 

April 6, 2017    6:00 PM Lenten Series and supper (Parish Hall) 

April 7, 2017    6:00 PM Lenten Quiet Evening - Rectory 

April 8, 2017  10:30 AM Contemplative Prayer / clam chowder, hot cross buns 

April 8, 2017  10 - 12 AM First Communion Class - Coram Lounge 

April 8, 2017    1:00 PM Fly a Kite for Kindness - behind Taunton High 

April 9, 2017    8 & 10  Altar Guild Bake Sale  

April 9, 2017  11:00 AM Welcome Committee Meeting - Coram Lounge 

April 13, 2017  All night Maundy Thursday Altar of Repose (Chapel) 

April 15, 2017    7:00 PM Holy Saturday Baptisms 

April 18, 2017  All Day  Home Plate Fundraiser 

April 23, 2017  11:00 AM Newcomer’s Brunch - Rectory 

April 29, 2017  12:00 Noon Altar Guild Pot Luck/Meeting - Rectory 

May, 2017  TBD  Christian Formation Class (watch for details) 

May 5 - 7, 2017  Weekend Parish Retreat ~Miramar Retreat Center, Duxbury 

May 18, 2017    6:00 PM Vegetarian Dinner/Episcopal 101 & Discussion 

May 20, 2017    9:30 AM Acolyte Festival - First Evangelical Lutheran, Brockton 

June 1        PM  Lobster Roll Day preparation 

June 2        AM  Lobster Roll Day 

June 4     1:00 PM Taunton River Deanery Meeting - St. Thomas 

 

October 21/22  All Day  FALL FAIR 2017 

 Pay your pledge directly from your checking account or by credit card 

 Donate to all the other events throughout the year 

Visit our St. Thomas webpage at  www.stthomastaunton.com.  Click the blue 

“donate” button in the upper left hand corner of our web page. That will lead you to 

our online giving page where you can create a user ID and password and select 

how often you'd like to pay your pledge (one time, weekly or monthly). 

On-line pledging and donating now available                                                                              

E-MAIL REQUEST  If 

you have not been re-

ceiving the news and 

announcements we send 

electronically, please 

send your email to Fr. 

Rich at 

FrRich64@aol.com or to 

lynnclifford1@comcast.n

et, so that we can make 

sure you get updated 

information.  This is im-

portant not only because 

we send the most up-to-

date information on our 

activities via the Internet, 

but also because we give 

notice by email in the 

event of a weather can-

cellation. 

Also, if you have 

changed your e-mail 

address, please be sure 

we have your current 

one. Send to church 

office or print on sheet 

in the church. 

http://www.stthomastaunton.com
mailto:FrRich64@aol.com
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnclifford1@comcast.net
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Presents 

Staying Awake: A Lenten Quiet Evening 

 
 

Come join us for an evening of quiet and reflection.  As we move from 

Lent into Holy Week, we begin a pilgrimage, walking with Jesus in 

his last days on earth.  To prepare, we will spend some time thinking 

about Jesus’ request to stay awake with him.  What does it mean to 

stay awake in this time and place; and how can Holy Week help us to 

learn to be awake and aware of the ways in which God is calling us to 

act in our time and our place. 

We will begin at 6:00 with a soup supper and end by 9:30.  Come for 

all of it or any part.  Led by the Rev. Tara Soughers. 

Common Ground: Spiritual Practice Center 

115 High St 

Taunton, MA 

RSVP for Soup Supper: 508-824-9595 

Shrove Tuesday Events                 Photos by Dane Kimball 

Events of the evening consisted of a supper, coloring 

the Alleluia Banner, burning the palms to be used 

for Ash Wednesday, burying the 

Alleluias and having  a final ex-

travagant celebration before the 

penitent season of Lent.  Thank 

you to the committee and all who 

participated to help make this 

annual event successful.  Don’t 

forget to COUNT THE JELLY BEANS and enter 

the contest. 



BRIEF HISTORY—Thomas Coram, a wealthy sea captain and philanthropist, arrived 

from England in the 1690’s and established a successful shipyard on the Taunton River.  

He returned to London in 1703 and left behind 59 acres of land in trust and a substan-

tial collection of books to help found a Church of England in Taunton. 
 

Twenty-five years later Thomas Coram’s intent was carried out.  In 1728 a congregation 

of lay persons gathered and a small church was built on the outskirts of town near the 

Three Mile River on what is now Tremont Street.  Although the land trust was no longer 

available, Coram’s library of books became the basis for the young parish’s ministry.  The 

church was named St. Thomas. 
 

During the Revolution, St. Thomas Church, like most Episcopal Churches, fell upon hard 

times and was closed for a number of years as were many others in the area.  The build-

ing itself stood unused and blew down in the Gale of 1815.  In 1820 the parish was 

incorporated.  In 1828 the Vestry voted to seek a minister who was called and then a 

new building was erected in the center of Taunton on High Street across from the pre-

sent building. 
 

The church grew rapidly leading to the enlargement of the building in the 1840’s and 

this, too, was soon outgrown.  The third and present structure designed by Richard Up-

john was consecrated in 1859.  A chapel was added in 1869.  A fire gutted the Church 

sanctuary in 1898, but it was rebuilt with the addition of a large three-manual Jardine 

organ in 1899. 
 

The historically significant 1759 McKinstry House (present rectory) adjacent to the 

church was purchased in 1907 for use as a Sunday School.  In 1910 Mr. & Mrs. Walter 

Cabot Baylies donated a Sunday School building.  This parish house has proven to be of 

immeasurable value throughout the years to the church and to the entire community.  In 

1960 ground was broken for an addition to the parish house which completed the com-

plex of buildings as we know it today. 

Acolytes—Lisa Benedetti, Elizabeth Boudreau, 

Altar Guild—Anna Loura 

Archives—Marge Largey 

Audit Committee—Susan Cameron,  

        Kirk Cleathero 

Brown Bag Program—Lynn Clifford 

Building & Grounds—Paul Boudreau 

Capital Fund Drive -Mike Stagliola/ Wayne Perkins 

Centering Prayer—Fr. Rich, Ethel Fraga 

Christian Education— 

Coffee Hour - 

Counters—Sarah Walker 

Fair— 

Finance Committee— Mike Stagliola, Treasurer 

 Budget -    

 Insurance— 

 Investment - 

 Stewardship—  

Flower Committee—Cheryl Medeiros 

Fundraising Committee—Paul Boudreau 

Golf Tournament—Len Walker 

Grapevine—Beverly Kimball 

Greeters—Terry Asci 

Healing Prayer Ministry—Jane Lopes 

Historian— 

Lobster Roll Day—Paul Boudreau 

Mission Trips— Paul Boudreau, Lisa Benedetti, Andrew  

      Francis, Kim Avila 

 Haiti Micah Fund—Paul Boudreau 

 Cranwood House—Raquel Holmes 

Music Committee—Dr. Steven Young 

Newcomer Welcoming—Sarah Walker, Mary Wargat 

Our Daily Bread—Rene Cantin 

Parish Life Team—Fr. Rich 

Pastoral Care Team— Fr. Rich, Avis Leary, Alan Dennen,  

   Maureen Eldredge 

Property Rentals—Andrew Francis 

Scholarship Committee—Kirk Cleathero 

Senior Ministry—Avis Leary  

Spiritual Development—Ethel Fraga 

Visitations—Avis Leary, Alan Dennen, Maureen Eldredge 

 Taunton Nursing Home ~ Sonia Hodge 

 Assisted Living Facility ~ Sonia Hodge 

Waldron-Gibson House (School Street) — 

Wine & Cheese Reception Coordinator—Brittannya Figueroa  

On-Going Committees        Consider joining one or more of these committees 
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The mission of the church is to 

restore all people to unity with 

God and each other in Christ. 

To Welcome and Grow in Love. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS 

111 High Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 


